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lntrod uction

Project Setting

Scotts Bluff, a remnaut of the aucient high plains, rises roughly 800 feet above the floor of
the North Platte Valley near the western edge of Neblaska. A short stretch of bacllands just norlh
of the bluff separates it from the North Platte River, a wide ancl braided waterway that flows east
to join the South Platte River near present-day North Platte, Nebraska. There, the two rivers form
the Platte River, which ultimately ernpties into the Missouri. A natural gap known as Mitchell
Pass lies between Scotts Bluff and South Bluff, the slightly taller feature immecliately to the
south. The bluffs are part of a longer chain of geological formations that parallel the river, known
today as the Wildcat Hills.

Scotts Bluff was named after Hiram Scott, a fur trader who died on an 1828 journey eastward
ont of the Rockies. His remains were found near the bluffs in 7829, but the circumstances of his
death remain a mystery.' The name Scotts Bluff first appeared in print in 1837, and the first-
known use of it on a published map was in 1840.' During the period of overland migration
(1840s-1860s), travelers generally used the term "Scott's Bluffs" (in the plural) to refer to the
chain of formations extending west fi'om the most prominent bluff and including the Wildcat
Hills.3 A document titled "Recommended Nomenclature fol Scotts Bluff National Monurnent,"
which appears to be fi'om the 1940s, advised using the narne "scotts Bluffl'to refer to the main
bluff of the tnonurnent only. It recommended that the bluff across the highway to the south be
designated "South Bluff," a name ttrat the National Park Service (NPS) had used infonnally. The
document explained that South Bluff was a "separate and distinct geographical feature" that
stood 43 feet taller than Scotts Bluff.a

Archeological evidence indicates that indigenous people were present in the area as long as
10,000 years ago. Signs of theil activities have been founcl on and around Scotts Bluff, including
at the summit. They may have been predecessors of Apache people who ultimately rnigrated to
the south, or they may have been Woodlancls people. Pelhaps as early as the 1500s, the Pawnee
lndians of the Loup River region used the area for bison hunting. By tlie late eighteenth and early
uineteenth cetttury, horse-mounted tribes, including the Lakota (Teton Sioux), Cheyenne, and
Arapaho expanded fi'om the north into the region, also seeking bison.

I Donald Brancl compilecl various accor-urts of Scott's death in his 1934 history of Scotts Blufïì See Donald D.
P^.1tJ9, The Hisktry o.f Scotts BlulJ'Nebraslca (Berkeley, CA: National Park Servicó, Field Division of Eciucation,
1934), t8-23.

2 Merrill J.lvlattes, Scolls BtLrf/'National .Monunrent,I{istorical Ilanclbook Series, No. 28 (1958; rptd.,
Washington, DC: National Park Service 1961), l.

3 Mattes, Scotts Bltf/'National Monuntent,26:"Recon'lmenclecl Nomenclature for Scotts BlufiNational
Monunrent to Be Submitted to the U.S. Board of Geographical Names," u.d., I , File: SCBL-2, List of Classifiecl
Struchlres/Cultural Landsca,p,e-s^Inventory, Cultural Resources, National Park Service-Midweit Regional Office,
Omaha, Nebraska fNPS-MWIìOl.

' "Re.o,',lrl.,e,rded Nomenclature f'or Scotts Bluff National Mont¡ment," 2. 4.
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Figure 0.1: Scotts Bluff NationalMonument.
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In the nineteenth century, approximately half a million Euro-Americans traveled up the Platte
and North Platte on their way to Oregon, Utah, and California. Travelers on the south side left
the river's banks when they reached Scotts Bluff because the local badlands blocked their path.
For many years, they veered about 8 miles south to Robidoux Pass, but in 1851, they began using
the gap between Scotts Bluff and South Bluff, which later became known as Mitchell Pass.) The
Oregon Trail, as the route is generally known, is still visible near the base of Scotts Bluff, where
thousands of wagons etched deep ruts into the sandstone.

The combined pressure of American Indians and overland travelers significantly altered
environmental conditions. They stripped the landscape of trees, damaged the grasses, and pushed
bison out of the Platte River corridor. Overland travelers could withstand the changes because
they were only passing through the region. As trail infrastructure developed, they could obtain
needed supplies along the route. The American Indians, by contrast, struggled to survive as their
resource base fell apart. They were compelled to cede land and to relocate to present-day South
Dakota, Montana, V/yoming, and Oklahoma.

The demand for supplies and mail in the far West added to the traffic on the Oregon Trail in
the 1850s and 1860s. Stagecoaches and ox-drawn freight wagons bore most of the bu¡den. The
short-lived Pony Express mail seryice used the Mitchell Pass route in 1860-1861, with stations
located 12 miles east and 2 miles west of Scotts Bluff. The first transcontinental telegraph also
went through Mitchell Pass. In 1869, the completion of the transcontinental railroad-which
passed near the Nebraska-Colorado boundary instead of along the North Platte-ended most
wagon and stagecoach travel on the trail.

During the 1870s, the North Platte Valley began a transition from a place people passed
through to a place where people lived permanently. Ranchers began grazingcattle on public
lands in the vicinity of Scotts Bluff in the 1870s. They were followed by homesteaders who
fenced off now-private land in the late 1880s, causing a decline in ranching. Early settlers
founded the towns of Gering in 1887 and Scottsbluff in 1899. Through irrigation, settlers
transformed the region into a highly productive agricultural zone, known primarily for sugar
beets. Labor demands for sugar beet cultivation and processing drew in immigrant groups such
as Japanese, Mexican, and Germans who formerly lived in Imperial Russia. Canals constructed
for irrigation are still present within the current monument boundaries.

I 5 Both Robidoux Pass and Mitchell Pass were called "scotts Bluff Pass" in the past. The name Mitchell Pass
came into use after the establishment of Fort Mitchell in 1864, but it did not appearbn a map until 1895.

r "Recommended Notnenclature for Scotts Bluff National Monûment," 3-4.
:.t.

.t .
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tr'igure 0.2: Scotts Bluff National Monument, Present Conditions.
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In the 1910s, local businesspeople began plomoting the creation of a national park or
monument at Scotts Bluff to commemorate the Oregon Trail history and to attract tourists. Their
efforts paid off in 1919, when President Vy'oodrow V/ilson established Scotts Bluff National
Monument under the provisions of the 1906 American Antiquities Act. The local community
developed some park facilities in the 1920s, but the first and most significant building campaign
did not occur until the 1930s. Through New Deal public works projects and labor relief programs

þarticularly the Civilian Conservation Corps [CCC]), the NPS built a road to the summit, a

museum and visitor center, a ranger's residence, trails, and other infrastructure. The NPS
designed the buildings according to the "rustic" style that prevailed in park landscape
architecture at the time. They are Spanish Eclectic in their elements, but they resonate with the
sod house vernacular architecture from Nebraska's homestead era and blend into the landscape.

Additional construction occurred in the 1940s, including a new museurn wing to house the
art work of William Henry Jackson. In the 1940s, the NPS also began to remove nonconforming
facilities from the monument. Scotts Bluff gained another ranger's residence and an
amphitheater in 1958-1959, during the MISSION 66 program. Although MISSION 66
emphasized modernist architecture, the new Scotts Bluff structures harmonized with the existing
stucco-clad Spanish style. Little construction has occurred since the 1960s, but the existing
infrastructure has been altered over time to accommodate administrative and visitor needs.

Purpose of the Study

The NPS describes a Historic Resource Study as follows:

A historic resource study (HRS) provides a historical overview ofa park or region and identifies
and evaluates a park's cultural resources within historic contexts. It synthesizes all available
cultural resource information from all disciplines in a narrative designed to serve managers,
planners, interpreters, cultural resource specialists, and interestecl public as a reference for the
history of the region and the resources within a park. Entailing both documentary research and
field investigations to determine and describe the integrity, authenticity, associative values, and
significance of resources, the HRS supplies data for resource management and interpretation. It
includes the preparation of National Register nominations for all qualifying resources and is a
principal tool for completing the Cultural Lanclscapes Inventory and the List of Classified
Structures. The HRS identifies needs for special history studies, cultural landscape reports, and
other detailed studies and may make recommendations for resource management and
interpretation.6

The NPS hired Historical Research Associates, Inc. (HRA), in 2010 to conduct an HRS for
Scotts Bluff National Monument and to update the monument's National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP) nomination. The monument was first listed on the National Register in 1966. A
full nomination was approved in I978, emphasizing the geological, archeological, and
nineteenth-century historical significance of Scotts Bluff. At that point in time, the Summit Road
and initial park buildings were not old enough to be eligible for the NRHP. The NPS drafted an
update in the early 1990s, after the Depression-era structures became eligible, but it was not
carried through to listing.

HRA prepared a fully updated nomination for Scotts Bluff as a historic district, identifying a
period of signif,rcance from prehistory to 1959 (see Appendix). The broad time frame

, 6 National Park Service, NPS-28: Culturøl Resource Management Guid.eline, effective June 11, 1998,
http ://www.cr.nps. gov/h istor)¡/online*books/nps28/28chap2.htm.
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encompasses the archeological resources found within monument boundaries, the nineteenth-
century resources associated with overland emigration, and the structures built under NpS
management between 1933 and 1959. The latter date marks the end of the MISSION 66 building
campaign at the monument. Some new construction and modifications have been caruied out
since 1959, but they are not considered eligible for the National Register at this time.

The report that follows begins with an overview of the geological, archeologic al, and
prehistoric significance of Scotts Bluff National Monument. It then examines the period from
1812 to 1959, providing detailed context for the historical resources within the monument,s
boundaries. A number of studies relevant to the monument's history have already been
completed, some of which are specific to Scotts Bluff (such as a recent study of irail ruts), while
others address the broader trail system (such as a Pony Express study). HRA has provided
suggestions for additional studies at the end of this report.

Scotts Bluff National Monument recently went through a long-range interpretive planning
p_rocess.7 Through a cooperative agreement between the ÑpS und th. Oryaniiation of American
Historians, three scholars visited the monument and reviewed the interprãtive plan. This HRS
seeks to assist the implementation of the plan by providing additional informaiion that can be
used in interpretation.

Personnel

Emily Greenwald headed HRA's team as principal investigator and project manager. She
holds a Ph.D. in American history from Yale University. Natalie K. Perrin, who earned an M.S.
in historic preservation from the University of Oregon, prepared the National Register
nomination and contributed to the HRS. Joshua Pollarine wrote several sections of the HRS. He
received his M.A. in American history from the University of Montana. Other HRA historians
contributing to the project were Lynette Scriver-Colburn, M.A.; Emily Robideau, M.A.; Bradley
J. Gills, Ph.D.; and Anthony E. Carlson, ph.D.

Methodology

HRA conducted research ìn the following locations:

o Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebraska
o National Archives and Records Administration-Great Plains Region, Kansas City,

Missouri
o Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska
o North Platte Valley Museum, Gering, Nebraska

Records available at Scotts Bluff (in the monument's curatorial collection and library) include
historic photographs, maps, master plan documents, building plans, ephemera associated with the
monument's history, and secondary literature. The collection at the National Archives in Kansas
City contains NPS administrative records for the monument, covering the period from the 1930s
to the 1960s. We found useful information about the monument's building campaigns in the
National Archives collection. At the Nebraska State Historical Society utrã the North platte
Valley Museum, we focused on primary and secondary sources related to local history.

7 National Park Service, "scotts Bluff National Monument Long-Range Interpretive plan,,, June 200g.

Historic Resource study, scotts Btuff National Monument, Nebraska



ln addition to the primary source research described above, HRA reviewed secondary
literature perlaining to geology, archeology, American Indian history, the fur trade, overland
emigration, and the history of Gering and Scottsbluff.s An important goal of the project was to
incorporate current scholarship in these fields, and we have done our best to include relevant
recent work in the reporl. But we found that much of the best scholarship on overland emigration
and the Oregon Trail period dates from the 1940s to the 1970s.

In May 2011, HRA conducted a site inspection to identify and photograph the monument's
historic resources. Natural Resources Specialist Robert Manasek took us on a tour of the
monument and provided valuable information about resources beyond the monument's
administrative core. We greatly appreciate the time he spent with us.

Cultural and Histor¡c Resources

The monument boundaries encompass a variety of resources, including geological features,
archeological sites, buildings and other structures, roads and trails, signs, and various inholdings.
The inventory below was compiled for HRA's update of the NRHP nomination for Scotts Bluff.
It includes HRA's assessment of which resources contribute to the Scotts Bluff historic district
(see Table 1). The study that follows seeks to situate these resources, whether contributing or
noncontributing, in their appropriate historical and cultural contexts.

8 The city of Scottsbluf'f is one word, while the bluff and the county are both rendered as two words.

,,:, . i ' Historic Resource study, scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska.: .:..,
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bleTaDle l: lnve o ntil lng and Noncontrrbuting Resources
Datelsl Resource Name Contributinq/Noncontributino

Geologic Features
Prehistoric Scotts Bluff (including Eagle Rock and Saddle

Rock)
Contributing Site

Prehistoric South Bluff (including Sentinel Rock, Crown Rock,
and Dome Rock)

Contributing Site

Prehistoric The Badlands Contributinq Site
Prehistoric, 1936 Scotts Sprinq Contributinq Site
Buildings and Structures
1 990 Entrance Booth Noncontributinq Buildinq
1935,1938,1948 Museum and Visitor Center Contributino Buildino
1937 Comfort Station Contributino Buildinq
'1958 Campfire Circle Contributino Structure
1938,1949 Ranger's Residence (now Offices) Contributinq Buildinq
1 958 Mission 66 Residence Contributino Buildino
1936,1958.1981 Maintenance Shed Noncontributino Buildinq
ca.1990 Vehicle Shed Noncontributino Structure
2007 Picnic Shelters Noncontributinq Structures (3)

1 933-1 939 Summit Road Contributing Structure
ca. 1936 Saddle Rock Trail Contributino Structure
ca.1936 Summit Trail and Observation Points Contributinq Structure
'1933 Metal Survev Post Contributino Obiect
1 995 Observation Point Noncontributino Structure
ca.1968 Prairie View Trail Noncontributino Structure
ca.2010 Boundary Fences Noncontributino Structure
Signs and Memorials
1912 Granite Marker Contributinq Obiect
Archeological Sites and Ruins (also see Table 2)
Prehistoric Archeoloqical Sites 140) Contributinq Sites (40)
Multi-Component Prehistoric and Historic Archeolooical Sites 12) Contributinq Sites 12)
Historic Archeological Sites (6), includinq, Noncontributinq Sites (3)

1 800-1 899 Oregon Trail Contributing Site
ca.1930 ZiqZaqTrail Contributinq Site

1 930 Hiram Scott Memorial Arch Contributinq Site
lnholdings and Rights of Way
ca.1900 Gerinq-Ft. Laramie lrriqation District Canal Noncontributinq Structure
ca.1900 Gerinq lrriqation District Canal Noncontributinq Structure
ca.1942 Central lrriqation District Canal Noncontributinq Structure
ca. '1910 Union Pacific Railroad Noncontributinq Structure

Western Area Power Administration Transmission
Line

Noncontributing Structure

Roosevelt Public Power District Transmission Line Noncontributinq Structure
after 1964 Nebraska Public Power District Radio Tower Noncontributino Structure
ca.1932 Old Oreqon Trail (former State Hiohwav 92) Noncontributino Structure

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Btuff National Monument, Nebraska



1 . Geology, Paleontology, and Environment of Scotts Bluff

Geology

The region of the Unitecl States known as the Great Plains, stretching east from the Rocky
Mountains almost to the Mississippi Rivcr, was olìce a vast inlancl sea. Approximately 225
rnillion years ago, the cleeper waters of this inland sea left a base layer of limestone under the
entirety of Nebraska. Periodic shifting and uplift events caused the inland sea to shrink and

become shallow in places, allowing coarser sediments such as shale and sandstone to accrtte.
During the Jurassic period of the Mesozoic era, roughly 150 rnillion years ago, the sea returned
for a short period and then again retreated, creating climatic conditions conclucive to terrestrial
organisms. Fossils of more than 150 types of terrestrial fauna and flora have beetr found dating
frorn this period in what is now western Nebraska.e

According to scholar William L. Effinger, the Jurassic period "was followed by a long period
of non-deposition and erosion," prior to another flooding of the plains.l0 Seawater lingeled in the

region until nearly 70 rnillion years ago, when it gave way to shallower depths, eventually
transitioning to fresh water as the seas retreated. Ultimately, the water dissipated altogether in the

wake of massive "folding and thrusting" that formed the Rocky Mountains and Bla.ck Hills.
Effinger explainecl, "ft]his great disturbance . . . known as the Larirnide Revolution," hacl little
effect on the Great Plains, "for here the older becls still lie in almost a horizontal position."ll

Dr-rring tl-re period following the Larimide Revollrtion, the Plains Region began to take its
current shape. Streams and seasonal floods, stemming fiom the Rocky Mountains to the west,
carried waters and mineral deposits across the area. The subsequent deposits cotnprise some of
the earliest geological layers founcl at Scotts Bluff National Monulnent.

The Cenozoic era began approximately 70 rnillion years ago. The Terliary period spanned
rnost of the Cenozoic era, followed by the Quaternary period (the Pleistocene epoch or lce Age).
During the Tertiary periocl, approximately 50 million years ago, volcanoes developed to the west
of the plains, contributing to the geological activity shaping the region.'' Eui,len." of the periocl

at Scotts Bluff is from the Oligocene and Miocene epochs, with exposecl rock dating frorn 33 to
22 milliori years ago. These early layers, consisting of sandstone, shale, and conglomerate
rock-including volcanic ash ancl debris-were the result of deposition by "strearns which
clrained the higher land to the west."l:l The rock formations from these periods comprise two
distinct groups. From the Oligocene epoch, the predominant featur:e is the Brule Formation of the
White River Group. The Miocene epoch is represented by the Arikaree Group.

. ' Williarn L. Effinger, Outline oJ'tlte GeologI, ctncl Poleontotogy of Scotts BtLLlf'Natiottctl MontntenÍ ctncl the
Atliucent Regiott (Berkeley, CA: National Park Service, Field Division of Education, 1934), 7-8.

r0 Efli,rger, Otttline o.f the Geologv and Pqleonk¡log.tt,8.

'I Eftìnger, Outline of'the Geologv antl Puleontologl,,().
r2 Donald E. Trirnble, 'l'he Geologit: Stot't, ol'the Greaf Plains (tsisrnarck, ND: Richtman's Plinting, 1980), 16.

'3 Eflrng"r, OuÍline of the Geologv antl Paler¡nktlog.tt,7.

Histaric Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National lvlonument, Nebraska



11.477 r35 yr

t.t06+0.005

5.332 r0.æ5

23.03 r0.05

33.91ú.1

56.8 ir.2

65.5 rO.3

99.6 iO.9

l¿5.5 â4.0

l6t_2s ô

t75.6 *2.0

199.6 ¡0.6

228.A {2.O

2¿5.011.5

251.0 10.{

260¡ r0.7

270.6Ð.7

299.0rO.8

J06.511.0

3t't.7 tt.r

318.1 r'1,3

326.4 11.6

3{5.3 12.l

359.212.5

385.312.6

397,5 42.7

,ll6.o12I
114.7 t2.7

122.9 x2.5

428.2 12.3

450.9r1.6

47i.8 r1.6

408.3 it.7
50r.0t.0

PA
t¿ tñ

6

,ï
r
ð

é

,fl L? ¡ r:

e
3
B

å
8z

ôr

.o
o
NIo
À

/

^tél
-1ol
OI
õf-l

Fgurel. DiuisionsofGeologic
lime approred by the U.S. Geo-

logieal Survey Geologic Names
Committee, 2ffi. The chart
shorivs major chronostrati graphic

and geochronologic units. lt
reflects ratified unit nemes ând

boundary age estimetes from
the lnternâtionâl Commission on
Stratr graphy {099, 20011. Map
symbols are ¡n parentheses.

l :,Ì
l:

Figure 1.1: Divisions of Geologic
Time approved by the U.S.
Geological Survey Geologic Names
Committee,2006.
Source: U.S. Geological Survey Geologic
Names Comm ittee, 2007, Divisions of
geologic time-Major chronostratigraphic
and geochronologic units: U.S. Geological
Survey Fact Sheet 2007-3015, 2 p.
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Figure 1.2: Generalized Cross Section of Scotts Bluff.
Source: Roger K, Pabian and James B. Swinehart, ll, Geologic l{istory of ScoÍß BffiNational Monuntent (Lincoln: The
University of Nebraska, 197 g), 12.

Sediment deposits from the subsequent Ice Age covered these early formations. The
sediments of the late Tertiary period "formed an extensive, relatively smooth, eastward-sloping
plain," which covered the landscape for 20 to 25 million years before the rate of erosion began to
exceed the rate of deposition about 4 to 5 million years ago. The process of erosion created the
landscape we see today.la

,.' , . 'a Pabian and Swineha rt, Geologic History, 5.
.r,,r ..,... .
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The Brule Fonnation provicles the base for Scotts Bluff and for exposed topography in the

area in general. The lower sections are primarily "interbedded sandstone and silt-stone layers,"

depositãd by streams that inundated ancient floodplains. The more recent material found in the

Brule Fonnation is largely volcanic alh and glass shards carried to the Plains by the wind from
large volcanic eruptions to the west.''

Toward the top of Scotts Bluff and above the Brule Formation is the Arikaree Group. The
Arikaree consists chiefly of fine-grained sand, mixed with a lesser percentage of volcanic ash.
Ancient rivers and streams deposited the silts across the area, with a build-up of sediments
occurring along floodplains. As the water evaporated, lime from the groundwater cemented
ledges of rock, resulting in pipy concretions, which partially consist of "long, irregular,
cylindrical masses."l6 The concretions are resistant to erosion and create u *p ou., softer
sandstone layers. Where such caps exist, bluffs and other tall formations remain, while the
surrounding sediments have long since eroded.l7

Paleontology

The fossils found in the North Platte region, and at the monument itself, date from as early as
the Oligocene era-a period predominated by mammals.ls The largest and most abundantly
found fossilized remains, particularly in the Brule Formation, are the Titanotheres. Historian Earl
Harris noted that fossil discoveries at Scotts Bluff go back at least to 1847 , "when a fur trader
showed the jawbone of a Titanothere to Dr. Hiram Prout of St. Louis."le These herbivores were
comparable in size to the elephant but "showed some resemblance to the rhinoceros."2OIn 1868,
Yale Professor Othniel Charles Marsh carried out a scientific excursion and collected fossil
specimens in Nebraska, finding antecedents of the modern horse. Two years later, Marsh
launched another expedition to Nebraska, this time with the aid of Yale graduate students. Along
the North Platte and Loup Fork Rivers, the group successfully uncovered "primitive horses,
miniature camels, and a mastodon."2l Another common animal found in the area was the
Oredon, a pig-like herbivore slightly larger than a fox that grazedthroughout the plains and
wooded areas in sizable herds."

Other fossilized animal remains found in the region from that era included two types of
primitive rhinoceros, one adapted to water and the other suited to the plains. The first, the
Metamynodon, resembled the modern-day hippopotamus-heavy, with nostrils and eyes
elevated on the head adapted to aquatic foraging. The other was a smaller, hooved animal

15 Pabian and Swinehart, Geologic History, g.

16 Pabiatt and Swineha rt, Geologic History, I I ; Effinger, Outline of the Geology and Paleontology, 19.
17 Eff,rnger, Outline of the Geology and Paleontology, 19.
r8 Pabian and Swinehafl, Geologic History,24.

- ^ - it q"4 R. Harris,-,F1i story o.f Scotts Bffi National Monument (Gering: Oregon Trail Museum Association,
1962),2-3. A Titanothere is an extinct, horned, ancestor of the modern hórse dãting from the Eocene and Oligocene
eras.

20 Effitrge., Outline of the Geology and Pqleontology, 12-13.
2' William H. Goetzmam, Exploration anct lyqtiyg: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Lltinning of the

American l/esr (New York: Vintage Books, 1966),425-26.
2t Efünger, Outline of the Geology and Paleontology, 14.
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resembling a horse. Sirnilarly, ancient horses inhabited the area, although they were quite small
compared to the modern breeds, averaging just 18 inches in height.23

As time progressed, saber-toothed cats came to inhabit the region, along with rodents similar
to rabbits, rats, and beavers. In the more recent Miocene period, and moving up in geological
layers through the Arikaree Group, further evidence of ancestral horses and rhinocetos are found,
along with primitive camels, which are supposed to have evolved in North America before
migrating to other continents.2a Fossils found within the monument also include dry land
tortoises (Stylemys) and "mouse deer" (Leptomeryx).25

Environment

Following the Ice Age that began roughly two million years ago and ended about 10,000
yeal's ago, the present-day climate, flora, and fauna began to emerge. The North Platte River
carved across Nebraska in a southeasterly direction, eroding the south side of the present North
Platte Valley more than the north and creating a swath of plain approximately 25 miles wide in
the immediate vicinity of Scotts Bluff National Monument.26 The High Plains region of western
Nebraska is typically semiarid with hot summers and extremely cold winters. Rainfall averages
approximately 15 inches annually, with the majority of the precipitation falling in the summer
months. Along with the mixed grass prairie typical of the plains, Ponderosa pine and Rocky
Mountain juniper are found throughout the monument, while deciduous trees, such as

cottonwood, elm, willow, and box elder inhabit the lower-lying floodplain. The monument
supports an array of wildlife, from larger mammals such as mule deer, white-tailed deer, and
mountain lions to smaller prairie dogs, rabbits, badgers, foxes, and coyotes. Flocks of geese,

ducks, and sandhill cranes pass through the area during their seasonal migrations.2T

2'Effittger, 
Outline of the Geology and Paleontology, !4.

2a Effing er, Outline of the Geology and Paleontology, 15-16,20-22.

^ 
25 National Park Service, "scotts Bluff National Monument: Geologic Resources Inventory Report," June 2009,

12.

- , ,to.Jane Bgqbour Ramsey, Scottsbh4ff: 1g00 - 2000, Evolution oJ'a City (Estes Park, CO: Alpenaire Inc.
;¡9ttsnln8r_1.999),3; Caven P. Clark, Archeologìcal Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scons BffiCounty,
webraska (Lincoln, NE: U.S. Departrnent of thð Interior, Ñational Park Sêrvice, Midwest Archeological iénter,
1994), l.

27 
Clark, Archeological Survey of ScoÍts BlulJ'National Monument, l.
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2. American lndian Habitation and Use

Lifeways in Western Nebraska to 1500

Humans have been in the central High Plains region for about 12,000 years. Archeologists
define the cultural eras for this region in slightly different ways, but for the purposes of this
study, the salient phases are Paleoindian (12,000-9,000 BP fbefore present]), Plains Archaic
(9,000r,000 BP), Plains Woodland (1-i000), Plains Village (1000-1500), and Historic (since
15oo).28

Paleoindian peoples were drawn to the High Plains by megafauna such as mammoths and
bison. They practiced a mixed hunting and gathering subsistence strategy, a major component of
which was the pursuit of big game. The Scottsbluff Bison Quarry near Signal Butte reflects
hunting activity in this period. The site is a large 9,000- to 10,000-year-old deposit of bison
bones from a now-extinct species (Bison antiquus), along with some darl points, flakes, and
charcoal fragments.2e The Scottsbluff projectile point type, named for this site, was used across
the Plains from Texas to Canada and also has also been found in the Great Lakes region.3O (See
Figure 2.1, item d.) Another Paleoindian bison kill site was found on Ash Hollow Creek.3r

A shift to warmer, drier conditions altered the grasslands and caused the megafauna to
disappear. Subsistence strategies for humans in western Nebraska changed accordingly, creating
the pattern termed Plains Archaic. Between 9,000 and 2,000 years ago, Plains Archaic peoples
were nomadic and relied on a wide range of plants and animals, a more diverse set of resources
than during the Paleoindian period." Sit"s in the region such as Signal Butte and the Bisterfeldt
Potato Cellar (Gering) provide evidence of the Plains Archaic cultural pattern.33

-, , " Tntq chronological framework T gg*" primarily from Amy Koch, High Plains Archeology,Explore
Nebraska Archeology No.-5 ([Lincoln]: Nebraska StateHistorical Society, 20î0), and Jack L. Hõiriran, ed.,
Archeology and Paleoeco.lpgy olt4g Central Gyeat Plains (Fayefteville: Ârkansás Archeological survéy, t'eee;.
Hofman prefers the term "Mesoindian" to "Archaic" (79).

2e C. Bertrand Schultz and loren Fiseley, "Paleontological Evidence for the Antiquity of the Scottsbluff Bison
Quarry and Its Associated Artifacts," Anterican Anthropolõgist N.S. 37 (1935): 307, 3i0;ko ch, High plains
Archeology, 16l.

- -30 
Nqel D. Justice, Stone Age Spear ancl Arrow Points of the Midcontinental and Eastern United States; A

!(odern lurltey and^Reference (R_*loormrrgton: Indiana University Press, 1987), 47-49; Jackl-. Hofinan, "Early
Hunter-Gatherers of the Central Great Plains: Paleoindian and Mesoindian (Áichaic) Cultures," in Hofman, '
Arc-heology and_Pøleoecology of lhe Central Great-Plains, 70; "Some Impoiant Prójectile point Types from
Nebraska," UNL News: Mus-euryt Notes 56, no. 20 (March 17,1917), File:^ScottsblufiPoints, Curatoiial Files, Scotts
Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebraska ISBNM].

3r Koch, High Ptains Archeotogy,l7l.
32 Koch, High Plains Ayc.le9logt,,l7l; LuAnn Wandsnider, "Prehistoric l{igh Plains Foragers: Starving

Nomads, Affluent Foragers?," Great Plains Research 9 (Spring 1999):14.
33 Koch, High Plains Archeolog,,, [9].
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$Sut" 2.1: Aftifacts from the Scottsbluff bison quarry.
The Scottsbluff point is labelecl "d." Source: C. Bertrand Schultz and Loren Eiseley, "Paleontological Evidence for the Antiquity
of the Scottsbluff Bison Quarry and Its Associated Artifacts," Antericcm Artthropologisl N.S. 31 (1935).
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Archeologi cal material at Signal Butte indicates three separate periods of human occupation:

a 5,gg3-year-ãld hunting complex, a pre-Woodland phase about 1,500 years old, and a Ceramic

iwoodland) period about 300 years 'àgo.34 Historian Elliott West considered this site to be one of

the ,'clear and recurring signs of an erratic climate forcing major adjustments" in subsistence

strategies. Some of these strategies left behind rnaterial evidence, such as at Signal Butte, while
others were mole ephemeral.3s Archeologist Jack Hofman called Signal Bufte ã "pivotal site . . .

in demonstrating a long occupation sequence in the Plains region

Climate change continued, and a wetter and cooler phase began about 2,000 years ago.3t At
the same time, Woodland cultural patterns became more evident in western Nebraska, signified
by the use of pottery. Plains Woodland peoples practiced a mixed horticulture and hunting
subsistence strategy. Archeologist Amy Koch wrote of this period, "Woodland cultures in the
Panhandle region lived in fairly small groups, utilized open campsites, and used skin tents for
shelter. Evidence also indicates they used natural shelters such as Ash Hollow Cave in the North
Platte valley."38

No sharp break occurred between Archaic and Plains V/oodland cultures. In fact, V/oodland
traits appeared during the Archaic period, and Archaic lifeways persisted into the V/oodland
period. As archeologist Jack Hofman has pointed out, "Permanent structures, storage, use of
ceramic objects, and plant processing equipment all appear thousands of years before the spread
of Woodland traits and horticultural economies on the Central Plains." The hunter-gatherers who
utilized the region during the Woodland period "represent[ed] a variety of different traditions"
and persisted until Euro-Americans displaced them.:re

Plains Woodland camps, according to archeologist Jeffrey Eighmy, "are often located along
ecotones. Many are on stream terraces with easy access to the upland and bottomland
communities . . . ." Such sites usually contain hearths and fire pits, hunting and gathering tools,
and pottery, but they do not generally include "permanent habitation structures."aO Woodland
peoples consumed a wide range of land animals, along with fish and mollusks. Little plant
evidence has been found at these sites, but that is likely because the plant remains have not
survived, or because archeological techniques to recover plant evidence have not yet been
employed.al

The Plains Village era began about 1,000 years ago. Archeologist Brad Logan distinguished
Plains Villagers from Woodland peoples "by distinctive traits in their lithic, ceramic, and
modified bone assemblages, changes in settlement/subsistence pattems, house forms, and

3o Mattes, Scotts Btuff National Monument,58.
35 Elliott West, The Way to the l4test (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995), 8.
36 Hofman, "Early Hunter-Gatherers of the Central Great Plains," 89.
37 Wandsnider, "Prehistoric High Plains Foragers," 10.
38 Koch, High Ptains Archeology,l9f .
3e Hofman, "Early Hunter-Gatherers of the Central Great Plains," 4 I .

_ _ ^ ^40 Lgffrgy L. Eighmy, 'The Central High Plains: A Cultural l-Iistorical Summary," tn Plains Indians, A.D. 500-
!S^Q}., \h^e^'nr"chaeological Past of Historic Groups, ed. Karl I{. Schlesier (Nonnan:-University of Oklahoma Press,
1994),228.

. --o'^Eighmy, 
j'Th9 Central High Plaìns," 2Jl;\ary J. Adair, "Wooclland Complexes in the Central Great plains,"

in Hofman, Archeology and Paleoecology of the Great Plains,722.
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evidence of an increasing relialce on domestic plant foods, including corn, beans, squash,
sunflowers, and marsh elder."42 During this period, communities based in horticultuial villages
in the Republican River drainage (Upper Republican culture) traveled to western Nebraska for
seasonal hunts. The High Plains served as a'^'.ssçs¡dary utilization area" for Upper Republican
groups, whose core use area was to the east.o'' High Plains sites connected with the Plains Village
period are primarily camps with no evidence of structures, burials, or horliculture.oo

In addition to seasonal use by villagers from the east, nomadic peoples continued to hunt on
the High Plains. A nomadic lifeway termed "Dismal River" culture, a predecessor of Plains
Apache culture, is reflected at sites throughout western Nebraska that are 300 to 350 years old.as
Groups from the Rocky Mountain front also hunted in the region.a6

Archeology at Scotts Bluff National Monument

Four prehistoric sites were found at Scotts Bluff in surveys conducted in 1965 by Wendell
Frantz and in I97 5 by Marvin Kuy.o' In the early 1990s, Caven P. Clark carried out a more
comprehensive archeological survey at the monument and identif,ed another 51 sites, all but two
of which are prehistoric.a8 His prehistoric finds ranged from perhaps 8,000 BP to 1450. Several
charcoal samples provided "evidence of seasonal occupations by small groups engaged in food
collecting activities."ae Scotts Spring, he wrote, "appeared to be a complex stratified site" with a

long occupational history, "which may span the Late Archaic to Protohistoric periods."S0 The
several springs at the monument, he concluded, "were of undoubted significance to the
prehistoric settlement system."5I

Clark found lithic artifacts, flakes, and scatters; ceramic sherds; animal bone; charcoal; a

stone ring; and hearth features.52 He also found "a quadrilateral piece of iron with a circular hole
. . . of unknown function or age."s3 Clark's surueys did not yield any items or sites comected
with the fur trade or Oregon Trail, but he did locate a "small historic dump site."54 He also
recorded the site of the former CCC camp, where he found twentieth-century trash.ss Other

- 
a2 Bradlogan, "The Plains Village Period on the Central Plains," in Hofrnan, Archeology qnd Paleoecology of

the Great Plains, 123.
o'Eighmy, "The Central High Plains," 236-37.
oo Eighmy, "The Central High Plains," 234.
45 Koch, High Ptains Archeology,flll.

-- ..46,41ice B. Kehoe, North Americqn Indians: A Comprehensive Account,2"d ed. (Saddle River, NJ: Prentice
Hall,1992),296.

a1 Clark, Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument, l.
aB 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff Nøtional Monument, i, l.
ae 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scons Bluff National Monument,39.
50 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,20.
5r 

Clark, Archeologicøl Survey of Scotts Btuff National Monument, 40.
52 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scons Bluff National Monument, passim.
53 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scotts BlulJ National Monument,26,
5a 

Clark, Archeologicøl Survey of Scotts BlulJ'National Monument, 6, 16.
: s5 

Clark, Archeological Survey of Scorts Btuff National Monument,29.
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historic-era finds inclucled trash fi'om the fomrer Scottsbluff Country Club, broken plate glass,

and stone walls.5ó

In 1995, archeologist Vergil Noble of the NPS's Midwest Archeological Center (MWAC)
explained that the site density within the park is moderate. But, he commented, "the number is
more impressive when one considers that much of the park has very steep terrain that would be
uninhabitable." Most known sites have exposed by erosion, and Noble hypothesized that many
more 'oare likely to lie undiscovered beneath the surface."sT

Archeologist Anne Vawser of MWAC visited Scotts Bluff in September 2008 to record three
recently identified sites at the monument. A sample of charcoal from the first site yielded a
radiocarbon age of 1930 +l-40 BP. A charcoal sample could not be readily obtained from the
second site, but Vawser thought it was likely from the same time period as the first. The fînal site
she thought might be late prehistoric, based on a projectile point found there.ss

On the trip, Vawser also identified a historic dump site that she preliminarily dated to the late
1940s or early 1950s. She noted, "The park has had several similar historic dumps evaluated
previously to determine age and significance in hopes of eventually cleaning up the area. All are
similar types of ravine dumps in the northern portion of the park.''5e

A more extensive prehistoric archeological site, known as the Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar, lies
half a mile east of the present monument boundary. Henry Bisterfeldt discovered a human burial
on his land in 1932 when he began digging a potato cellar. Al Moore of Scottsbluff excavated
what he could of the archeological material while work on the cellar continued, and onlookers
also removed items. Moore's finds included the remains of a number of humans (adults and
infants), along with various artifacts (tools, hunting points, and shell ornaments).60 David
Breternitz and John V/ood classif,ied the site as Woodland and connected it to other Woodland
burials in the High Plains region.61

The site of Fort Mitchell (1864-1867) lies about two miles northwest of Scotts Bluff and was
listed on the NRHP in 1978. A long period of agricultural activity on the site has significantly
disturbed the surface, but archeological research has located what appear to be features ofthe
forl and activities associated with it.62 In2004,Nebraska State Històiical Society (NSHS)

5ó Clark, Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,29,36.
s7 Vergil E. Noble, Supervisory Archeologist, "Archeological Resources at Scotts Bluff National Monument:

Research Summary and Management Issues," October 11,1995, File: Archeology Reports-SCBL: Folder 1,
Curatorial Files, SBNM.

^ 
t8 Anne M _Wolley Vawser, Archeologist, Midwest Archeological Center, to Manager, Midwest Archeological

Center, August 8, 20l l (copy provided by Vawser).
5e Va*s.. to Manager, Midwest Archeological Center, August 8, 201 1.

_ - _f0 $griitl J. Mattes, "Archaeology of the Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar Site," Southwestern Lore 37 ,no. 3 (December
1965):56-61.

6r David A. Bretemitz and John J. Wood, "Comments on the Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar Site and Flexed Burials in
the Western Plains," Southwestern Lore 37, no. 3 (December 1965): 62-63.

^ 
62-Amy^Koch, "Cultural Resource Inv,estigations of the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project [STPD-L79G(111)],

Scottsbluff County, Nebraska," prepared for the Nebraska Department of Roads and the Federal Highway 
. -

Administration, June 200!-,9; Robert K. Nickel and Catherine A. Nickel, "Archeological Geophysiðal Súrveys at
Fort Mitchell, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska," prepared for Nebraska State Historicãl Society, March 2007,4-5;
Amy Koch, "Supplemental Historic Resources &"pott for the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project, Scotts Bluff
County," Project Number STP-RZZ-92-1(121), January 2010, n.p. [2].
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archeologist Amy Koch examined the surface and conducted test trenching, yielding a variety of
artifacts that may be associated with the fort. She also revealed posts, post holes, and fragments
of adobe that are likely related to the fort or a Pony Express station.6s

In2006, Robert and Catherine Nickel, under the guidance of NSHS archeologists, perfonned
geophysical surveys in an effort to locate remains of the fort. Their surveys revealed various
subsurface anomalies that may be connected with artifacts, fort structures, a wagon road, or a
"road ranch" that was also on the site.óa In 2010, Amy Koch reevaluated archeological and
historical evidence and concluded, "these exercises have advanced the possibility, albeit
speculative that the Fort is much nearer the existing highway than previously thought." She also
noted that "perhaps as much as three-fourths of the Fort may still exist" below the surface.65

Peopling the Plains, 1500-1830

The Historic period began on the central Plains in the mid-1500s, when Spanish explorers
reached villagers in present-day Kansas. Until the late 1700s, American Indians in the region had
little direct contact with Europeans. Instead, the effects of activities in more distant regions, such
as the French and British fur trade in the Great Lakes and upper Mississippi region and the
Spanish colonization of New Mexico, rippled into the interior. The presence of Europeans in
these areas caused dislocations and created new opportunities for American Indians, one indirect
result of which was the movement of newly nomadic groups onto the central Plains.

Changes in the relative power of tribes in Great Lakes and upper Missouri, combined with
the expansion of hunting for fur-bearing animals, had the net effect of shifting some tribal
territories toward the Plains. The Lakota, for example, moved westward from Minnesota in the
early eighteenth century to take advantage of the fur trade.66

At the same time, horses spread through intertribal trade from Spanish settlements in the
Southwest onto the Plains. They reached the central Plains in the first quarter of the eighteenth
century and the northern Plains and upper Mississippi regions in the late eighteenth century.6T
The mobility offered by horses allowed American Indians to utilize resources of the arid plains
more effectively, whether for subsistence or trade. Some groups transformed their economies
around the horse, shifting from semisedentary lifeways to more nomadic ones.

63 Koch, "Cultural Resource Investigations of the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project," 5-9.
uo Nickel and Nickel, "Archeological Geophysical Surveys at Fort Mitchell," passim.
65 

Koch, "supplemental Historic Resources Report for the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project," [3].
6u 

Kehoe, North American Indians,303.

'. 
61 

Carl Waldman, Attas of the North Anterican Indian(New York: Facts on File Publications, 1985), 56.
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Figure 2.22 American Indian Tribal Territories circa 1830.
Sou¡ce: Elliott West, The Way to the West, 1995,2.

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebras



Cheyenne and Arapaho

The Cheyenne left the upper Mississippi region in the late 1600s, f,rrst settling on the
Minnesota River. During the 1700s, they moved across eastern North Dakota to the upper
Missouri River, close to the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Ojibwe. Conflict with the Ojibwe, along with
epidernic diseases, led the Cheyenne to move farther west in the late 1700s.68 Their transition
was not just geographic but also economic: they shifted from a more sedentary, horticultural
lifeway to a nomadic one based on hunting and trade. Horses were critical to this change,
providing not only the means to hunt but a critical commodity in the trade the Cheyenne
facilitated.6e By the early 1800s, the Cheyenne occupied the Cheyenne River, White River, and
Black Hills regions, and their hunting range extended south to the Platte River, where the Kiowa
and Arapaho were also present.To

At the time that Meriwether Lewis and William Clark traveled up the Missouri and across the
Plains, the Lakota had reached the Missouri but appear not to have expanded west of it. Soon
thereafter, howeve_r, the Lakota began taking control of territory west of the river, reaching as far
as the Black Hills.Tr According to ethnologistZachary Gussow, "during the first quarter olth.
nineteenth century and possibly longer the Dakota, with the exception of raids and forays,
extended no further west than the eastern edge of the Black Hills and that they shared parts of
this territory with the Cheyenne who were living on Cheyenne river lsicl."72

Meanwhile, the Arapaho also appeff to have started in Minnesota and moved west, but their
path is not clear. They appear to have rnigrated west of the Missouri by the late 1700s.73 Lewis
and Clark did not encounter the Arapaho directly but reported them as being at the headwaters of
the Loup River. Peruin du Lac located the Arapaho in the Platte River region in 1801-1802.74
According to anthropologist Loretta Fowler, "By 1806 the Cheyenne and Arapaho had formed an
alliance, in large measure to counter the Sioux pushing west from the Missouri."Ts

The Lakota succeeded in forcing the Cheyenne and Arapaho south of the Platte River around
the late 1820s, and they, in turn, dislodged the Kiowa and Comanche from the area between the
Platte and Arkansas Rivers. In the 1830s, a geographical division became more noticeable
among the Cheyenne and Arapaho that was reinforced by the establishment of trading posts in
their teruitories. The southern Cheyenne and Arapaho focused their activities around Bent's Fort

... 
68 Elliott West, "Called Out People: The Cheyennes and the Central Plains," Montana, The Magazine of

lVestern History 48. no. 2 (Summer irllZ¡: +.
6e 

West, "Called Out People," 6.

^, 
70 

Zachary Gussow, "An Ethnological Report on Cheyenne and Arapaho: Aboriginal Occupation," inArapaho-
Lneyenne Indians, ed. David Agee Horr Q\ew York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1974),57-58.

t' Gurro*, "Cheyenne and Arapaho Aboriginal Occupation," 6l .

, t'Gusro*, 
"Cheyenne and Arapaho Aboriginal Occupation," 70-71.

' ' 74 
Gussorry, "Cheyeme and Arapaho Aboriginal Occupation," 73.

o,^,]lao|.lruFowler,"Arapaho," HanctbookofNorthAmericanlndians,ed.V/illiamC.Sturtevant,vol. 13,pt.2rl(ttns' ed. Raymond J. DeMatlié (Washington, nC: S-ittrsonian Institution, 2001), 840.
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o¡ the Arkansas River (built there at the suggestion of Cheyenne leader Yellow Wolf), while the

northertr bands centered on Foft Laramie.T6

Lakota

The Lakota had been dislocated from the upper Mississippi by the better-armed Cree and
Assiniboine tribes and moved onto the Minnesota prairies. They, too, acquired guns through
trade and began to expand their beaver-hunting territory, dislodging other tribes such as the
Cheyenne and Omaha. By the end of the eighteenth century, the Lakota controlled a region along
the Missouri River, between the Arikara to the north and the Omaha to the south.77

The Lakota had access to horses in the early eighteenth century, but, according to historian
Richard White, "the Sioux assimilation of the horse into existing cultural patterns occurred only
gradually."78 By the late eighteenth century, the Lakota were utilizing horses to carry out a dual
economy of beaver trapping and bison hunting. They shifted increasingly toward bison as the
trade in buffalo robes grew and provided them with new economic opportunities. By the early
1800s, bison hunting was their primary economy, and they competed aggressively and
successfully against other tribes for control of hunting territories.Te

The buffalo robe trade (pursued by American Indians and non-Indians alike) put increasing
pressure on bison herds in the Missouri River region. The Lakota responded to local depletions
by expanding their hunting temitory to the south. Their need for horses also led them to look
southward, and they traded with or raided southern tribes to maintain their herds.8O In the
process, they pushed other tribes to the south and west. They also allied with the Cheyenne and
Arapaho, helping to secure their control of territory south of the Missouri.sl

By the 1830s, the Brulé and Oglala Lakota bands had expanded their hunting grounds to the
Platte River. Richard V/hite explained,

The anival ofthe Sioux on the Platte was not sudden; it had been preceded by the usual period of
horse raids. Nor did it break some long accepted balance of power. Their push beyond the Black
Hills was rnerely another phase in the long Sioux advance from the edge of the Great Plains.82

The Platte River sat within a neutral zone or buffer region between competing tribes. "Because
little pressure was put on the animal populations of these contested areas by hunters," White
wrote, "they provided refuge for the hard-pressed herds of adjacent tribal hunting grounds."83

tu Gussow, "Cheyenne and Arapaho Aboriginal Occupation," 63; West, "Called Out People: The Cheyennes
and the Central Plains," 12.

77 Richard White, "The Winning of the West: The Expansion of the Western Sioux in the Eigliteenth and
Nineteenth Centuries," Journal of American History 65, no. 2 (September 1978): 321-23.

78 white, "The Winning of the West," 323.
7e White, "The Winning of the West," 323-25.
*o White, "The Winning of the West," 331.
8' White, "The Winning of the West," 333-34.
82 white, "The Winning of the West," 334.
t'Whit., "The Winning of the West," 334-35.
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Pawnee

The Pawnee Indians occupied a territory west of the Missouri River and stretching from the
Elkhorn River in the north to the Kansas and Republican Rivers in the south.sa According to
geographer David Wishart, the Pawnee were

direct descendants of the Lower Loup peoples who lived in villages on the banks of the Loup and
Platte rivers from about 1600 to 1750 and who had, in all probability, originally migrated from the
Southwest or from the southern plains. The ancestors of the Pawnee in Nebraska may go even
further back, to what has been called the Central Plains tradition (900 to 1450), but this remains
unproven.s5

The Loup River people practiced a mix of horticulture and hunting. Their earthlodge villages
were characterized by storage pits, which historian Richard White deemed a sign that they
"produced large, storable surpluses Four autonomous groups of Loup River peopie-the
Skiri (or Skidi), Chawai, Kitkahahki, and Pitahawirata---coalesced in the mid-nineteenth century
to form the Pawnee tribe.87 The Skiri Pawnee, who lived along the Loup River, hunted as far
west as the forks of the Platte River, competing with the Comanche, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
ultimately the Lakota in this teritory.ss

The Pawnee bands practiced a seasonal cycle that involved planting and tending to crops in
May and June, hunting bison in July and August, harvesting crops in September, hunting bison
again irl late fall, camping in creek bottoms during the winter, and returning to their villages in
March.se

The Oglala Lakota and the Skiri Pawnee competed for control of Platte River hunting
grounds in the 1830s, at the same time Euro-Americans began traveling to Oregon via the Platte.
In 1833, the Pawnee ceded their land south of the Platte, but they were permitted to continue
hunting south of the river.eO V/eakened by a smallpox epidemic in 1838, the Skiri Pawnee lost an
1839 battle with the Oglala "that cost the Pawnees between eighty and one-hundred warriors and
led to the defacto surrender of the Platte hunting grounds by the Skidis."el When Euro-American
emigration along.the Platte River increased in the 1840s, the Lakota were well in control of the
western Platte hunting territory.

Although American Indians undoubtedly knew about Scotts Bluff and encountered it in the
course of hunting in the North Platte River Valley, their understandings of the formation have
not been well documented. In I942,82-year-old Edgar Fire Thunder, a Lakota from the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation, visited the summit. He recalled camping across the river from Scotts

^, .8a 
Do.uglas R. Parks, "Pawnee," Handbook of Norrh American Indians,ed. William C. Sturtevant, vol. 13, pt. I

Plains, ed. Raymond J. beMallie (Washington, DC: S-ithsonian Institution, 2001), 515 (Figure 1).

^- -8s 
David J. Wisharl, An (Jnspeakable Sadness: The Dispossession of the Nebraskø Indians (Lincoln: University

of Nebraska press, 1994), 4.

o, 
tu Ri"hu.d White, The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change antong the

çnoctuws, Pawnees, and Navøjos (Lincoh: University of Nebraska Press, 1983), 149.
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Bluff in 1865. But the newspaper article reporting his visit did not indicate what significance l

Thunder rnay have attached to Scotts Bluff.e2

e2 <cc1y" Should Have Stayed,' Aged Sioux Says on Seeing Valley," fclipping frorn unidentified newspaper],
October 21,1942, File: "Park Operations 1937-7941, Manuscript File," Curatorial Files, SBNM.
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Fire Exploration and Expansion

Exploration of the Great Plains

Prior to the nineteenth century, there was little formal European exploration of the vast trans-
Mississippi territory stretching to the Rocky Mountains. In 1541, the Spanish explorer Francisco
Vasquez de Coronado entered the area in search of gold and riches supposedly held by the

Quivira Indians,^but he gave up the quest in modern-day Kansas having found "only a squalid
Indian village."vr Little record of further exploration exists until an ill-fated expedition led by
General Pedro de Villasur nearly two hundred years later. In l72\,Ylllasur and his party reached
the tenitory that is now Nebraska at the forks of the Platte River, but they were killed by the
Pawnee.ea The French also made forays through the Louisiana Territory, which encompassed
present-day Nebraska. In 1739, the brothers Piene and Paul Mallet crossed Nebraska, although
they traveled mostly in what is now the eastern part of the state. Tracing a route along the Platte
River, the brothers are credited with giving the river its name, which has been variously
described as meaning 'oflat" or "shallow."9s

France ceded the Louisiana Territory to Spain in 1762. Through a clandestine treaty between
the two nations, Spain retroceded control of Louisiana to France in 1800. A formal treaty
followed in 1801, and when President Thomas Jefferson learned of it, he sent word to Napoleon
that the United States was interested in purchasing New Orleans.e6 Napoleon responded with a
counteroffer to sell the entire territory, and Jefferson agreed. On July 4, 1803, newspapers
announced that the United States had purchased Louisiana Territory in April. Within ayear,
Jefferson had prepared an expedition to explore, map, and catalog what lay beyond the
Mississippi, headed by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.eT

The 1804-1806 Lewis and Clark expedition did not travel near Scotts Bluff. But, as historical
geographer David Wishart has commented, Lewis and Clark "acted as the catalyst for the
American fur trade of the 

'West" 
by opening the upper Missouri River.es Noted Scotts Bluff

historian Merrill J. Mattes concurred, writing that following Lewis and Clark's Corps of
Discovery oocame the fur trappers and traders."ee

' The first Euro-American to document sighting Scotts Bluff was fur trader Robert Stuart, who
worked for John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company.l00 Stuart and six others left Fort Astoria in
present-day Oregon in June 1812, carying correspondence to New York. In October, they
discovered an easy passage over the Continental Divide, now known as South Pass, south of the

e3 Mattes, Scotts Bluff National Monument,2.

1,, o'Mattes, ScottsBluffNationalMonument,2;Hanis,HistoryofscottsBlufl'NationulMonument,3.

,, e' Mattes, Scotts Bluff National Monument,2-3;Harris, History of Scotts BffiNational Monument, 4.

,, 
e6 Stepþn E. Ambrose, (Jndaunted Courage; Meriwether Lewis, Thomas JelJerson, and the Opening oJ the

ameri.can lZ_esr (New York: Touchstone, 1996), 72-73,93; Howard R. Lamar, ed., The New EncycTopedla of the
american lZest (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998), 657-58.

i,ii, ot 
Ambrose, (Jndaunted Courage, l0l-2.

, - rr*,.I David^J. Wis hart, The Fur Trade of the American Ví/est, 1807-t 840: A Geographical Synthesis(Lincoln:uruversity of Nebraska press, 19j9),22."
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Wind River Range. Stuafi's party continued down the North Platte, camping near Scotts Bluff on
December 25,l8l2.tqr The central overland trail to Oregon and California would later take the
same path in reverse, going up the North Platte and crossing the Rocky Mountains at South Pass.
But until the mid-1820s, fur traders did not use this route.

In 1820, Major Stephen H. Long led the f,rrst U.S. government-sanctioned expedition along
the Platte River, crossing western Nebraska on the way to the Rocky Mountains of Colorado.l02
Long's expedition produced a map that "became standard for a generation" and also resulted in
the successful collection of scientific artifacts from the region.l03 Significantly, however, Long
labeled the area of the Great Plains on his map as the "Great Desefi," aname that would dissuade
Americans from settling the region for some time to come.

Figure 3.1: Charles Preuss Map, 1846.
This map was produced in conjunction with John C. Frémont's survey. Source: University of Nebraska-Lincoln Image and
Multimedia Collections, http://contentdm.unl.edu/cdm lreflcollectionltrailslidll3Tg.

In 1842, Lieutenant John C. Frémont was charged with carrying out a formal investigation
and survey of the American V/est. He set out in May, launching the first of three expeditions he
would eventually lead west. He understood that his mission was not just a scientif,rc one-it was
also to facilitate American expansion and emigration.l0a Frémont succeeded in these goals,

I 0 I 
Goetzman n, Exp lo r a t io n antl E rnp i re, 33 -3 4.

Harcis,.History of Scotts BffiNational Monument,4; FrankN. Schubert, Vanguard of Expansion: Army
Engineers in the Trans-Mississi¡t¡ti I4test, IBl9-1879 (Washington: GPO, n.d.), 3.
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mapping the central overland route (see Figure 3. 1) and providing detailed information of use to
travelers. He also helped to unravel the myth of a Great American Desert west of the
Mississippi.los

The Fur Trade

"A primary purpose of the Lewis and Clark expedition was to determine the suitability of the
Trans-Missouri West for the fur trade," David Wishart argued. He continued,

President Jefferson instructed Meriwether Lewis to make note of fur-bearing animals, to ascertain
the attitudes of the native occupants to the fur trade, and, most fundamentally, to establish the
'1nost direct and practicable water cornmunication across the continent, for the purposes of
commerce."lo6

In the early nineteenth century, the fur trade expanded up the Missouri River and west to the
Rocky Mountains. Early activity in the Missouri and Rocky Mountain trade was unsystematic,
but by the rnid-1820s, it had become highly organized. Wishart identified two different
production systems at work:

The Rocky Mountain Trapping System was based on beaver pelts, the Euro-American trapper, the
rendezvous trade nexus, and the Platte overland supply route. The rnain product ofthe Upper
Missouri Fur Trade, on the other hand, was bison robes, procured and processed by Native
Americans, exchanged at the trading posts for manufacturecl products, and moved to St. Louis by
water transporlation. l07

Of the two systems, the Rocky Mountain beaver trade had the earlier impact on the history of
Scotts Bluff. 'William Ashley of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company (RMFC) established the
rendezvous strategy in 1824-1825. He arranged for his trappers to go out in small groups for
several months and then to regroup on the Green River in July 1825. He collected the furs and
transported them to St. Louis via the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers.Later thatyear, Ashley
sent out another large party led by Jedediah Smith. It traveled along the Platte and over South
Pass, establishing the main route for subsequent RMFC trips. The trappers again gathered at a
designated spot the following July, where Ashley resupplied them and collected the furs.r08

Ashley left the RMFC in 1826 and shifted to the supply business. Jedediah Smith, David
Jackson, and William Sublette took over the RMFC, continuing to use the rendezvous system
and the Platte River route.lOe Competition in the Rocky Mountain fur trade increased in the
1830s. In particular, the American Fur Company (AFC) stepped up its efforts to capture the
trade, using various routes to the rendezvous points.ll0 Wishart notes, "The alternative supply
routes used by the American Fur Company did cut the costs of transportation but in every other
way they proved inferior to the conventional central route." In 1834, the AFC built a fort (Fort

105 
Goetzman n, Exploration and Empire, 242-44.
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trVilliarn) at the Laramie River and began using the Platte River corridor.r' ' The RMFC then
chose to shift its focus to the Missouri River trade.tt2

The AFC's monopoly in the Rocky Mountains was short-lived. Falling demand for beaver
pelts, exhaustion of the resource, and a national economic downturn eroded the AFC's Rocky
Mountain trade after 1836.'r3 In the 1830s, the RMFC dissolved and the AFC concentrated its
efforts on the upper Missouri. By the end of the decade, the fur trade was on the decline.lto But
the knowledge of the territory gained from these early explorers, trappers, and traders had
demonstrated the economic potential of the vast territory west of the Mississippi.

Expansion of the United States

In the first half of the nineteenth century, the United States more than doubled in size. The
1803 Louisiana Purchase encompassed what is now the state of Nebraska. But even more
significant for the history of Scotts Bluff was the acquisition of the far western territories,
particularly Oregon.

The United States began laying claim to the Oregon Country þresent-day Oregon and
Washington) through exploration in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Lewis and
Clark traveled the Columbia River to its mouth and spent the 1805-1806 winter near present-day
Astoria, Oregon.ltt John Jacob Astor, founder of the Pacific Fur Company, established a tradìng
post at Astoria in I 81 1 .l 

16 The British were not far behind: after exploring various northwestern
rivers as an agent of the Northwest Company, David Thompson traveled down the Columbia
River in 1811.117 Historian William Goetzmann noted that the Canadians (i.e., the British)
"eventually succeeded in dominating the Northwest largely because of the weakness of
American efforts."ll8 During the V/ar of 1872, the British seized Astor's Fofi Astori a, andit was
taken over by the Northwest Company.lle

Although Spain and Russia also had claims to Oregon, Spain withdrew through the 1819
Adams-Onis Treaty with the United States, and Russia exited in 1824. The United States and
Britain agreed to joint occupation in 1818, leaving the location of the United States' northern
boundary with Canada unsettled. 120

American emigration to the Oregon country began in the i 830s (see below). The United
States and Britain agreed to establish the U.S.-Canada boundary althe 49tr'parallel in 1846. The
United States further extended its boundaries through the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo,

t 
' ' Wishart, The Fur Trade of the American llesr, 149.

t'' Wishart, The Fur Trade of the American West, 152.
r13 Wishart, The Fur Trade of the American West, 16l-62.
rra Goetznrann, Erytloration and Empire,163; Wishart, The Fur Trade of the American l4test, 150-51,16l.
1r5 Goetzmann, Exploration and Empire,8.

"ó Wisha.t, The Fur Trade of the Atnerican llest, 116-17 .
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r18 Goetzmann , Exploration and Empire, 13.
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which ended a two-year war between the United States and Mexico. Mexico ceded its nofihern
territories to the United States, including the present-day states of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah,
Nevada, and Califor nia.tzl

Lamar, The New Encyclopedia of the American West,696-97 .
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The Great platte River Road

The fur trade in the Rocky Mountains helped establish the platte River as a key overlandtravel corridor' ln 1830, fur traders Jedediah Smith, william Sublette, and David Jackson tookthe first caÍavan of wagons along the Platte River un¿ soutr, pass, demonstraiing the feasibilityof wagon travel over this route. Mur.u. whitman and samuel parker traveled the platte Riverroute in 1835' responding to the Nez Perce lndians' request for missionaries to serve their tribe.'women-the 
wives of missionaries-traveled successr"rlv t" oregon in lg36 and 1g3g,generating optimism that families could make the trip. rl-ís¿O, the first emigrant family traveledthe Platte River route, an{ the first emigrant company composed primarily of families headed tooregon in 1842'122 John c. Frémont's 1'842 expeàitián proirloed informatlon an¿ maps that madethe journey seem more feasible.l23

In the 1840s and 1850s, most emigrants on the Platte River Road set their sights on one ofthree destinations: the oregon countr!, rhe Grear sarr Lake üi;;;ö;iiilt". Each of theseplaces offered particular opportuniti"r.'th. oregon ¿";;;t,.*hich encompassed present-dayoregon and washington, promised inexpensive-farmland and a moderate 
"ii,,'ui.. 

BrighamYoung picked the salt Lake valley as aiefuge for Mormons because of its isolation and thenatural barriers that made it defensible. InitiJl migrants to ô"r.rrt, as the Mormons named theirnew colony' sought escape from persecution, wniíe later arrivals answered the call to build thetowns and farms necessary for Deseret's survival. The hope of easy wealth froÀ gold mi'ingdrew the eaily,prirnarily male, travelers to california. other opportunities, such as commerceand agriculture, sustained the flow of emigrants after the rsìl gota rush faded.

'" Joh" Mack Faragh er, l[/omen and Men on the 
.ove rland Trail (New.Haven, cr: yale university press,1979)' 6; Merrill J' Mati-es, þtouu iiril,l-nlia'Ño.,.'ro.t¡rnr; ,a nnirüprìri arbtiog,.ophy of Traver over the Greatcentral overtand Rour" yí.9,.àgo!r, Cotiàir¡o"u,"n,'cåiú,laï,"ní"'níåno, on¿ othet. t[/estern statcs andr e r r i t o r i e s, t B t 2 - t B 6 6 l urban i: ún ivl,ility"i,i rir i 
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Figure 4.1: Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails.
Redrawrr lì'onr S'co¡ls Bl(|Nationnl Motntntent: Gerrcrttl lvlunugenlent Pkn, 1998, 5.

Most emigrants, according to historian John Mack Faragher, were ((poor 
farmers fì:orn the

Mississippi Valley." They sought inexpensive (but fertile) farmland, tnore healthful clirnates, ancl
better economic oppoftunities.l24 Emigrants recorded a wide range of reasons for heading west,
accolciing to historian John Unruh. They includecl

such prosaic factors as fìnancial difficulties, the hope of economic irnproverlent in the Far West,
the search for better health, or political and patriotic considerations, before admitting to gener:al

restlessness or a desire fbr aclventure. Occasionally noted also was the clesire to get away flonr the
increasingly virulent passions sulrounding the Negro and slavery, the wish to flee the artificialities
ancl restraints ol'society, the possibility of evading capture for incliscretious ranging lì'on-r thel't to
Itturder, the willingness to r"rndertake missionary work amorlg the Indians, the attempt to forget a

romance gone sour.l25

An economic depression that began in 1837 providecl a more pressing reason to seek new
opportnnities.l26

Many had moved previously in an attempt to better their fortunes. Faragher determined that
emigrants were typically at one of three stages in tl-re life cycle: newlyweds seeking to set up
their fìrst homes, couples about eight to ten years into marriage with yoltng children, ancl older

r2a Faraglrer, Ilomen ttnt! Men on the Ot,erland Truit,l6-18.

'2t Jolrn D. Unruh, Jr.,The Plains Across; The Otterlancl Emigrctnts untl Lhe Tro.ns-Mississip¡ti It/est, lB40 60
(Urbana: University of Iliinois Press, 1979),91.

'"'Lillian Schlissel, Wonten's Diaries o.f'the llestv,nrtl Journe), (New York: Schocken Books, 1982), 19.
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couples whose children were grown.'2t The cost of equipment and supplies for emigration plus
setting up.? new farm ranged from $750 to $1,500, so it was not an option available to
everyone.''8

Figure 4.2: Replica Emigrant Wagons at Scotts Bluff National Monument.
Source: Emily Creenwald, 2010.

Whether they were bound for Oregon, the Salt Lake Valley, or California, most emigrants
traveled along the Platte River and over South Pass. Merrill Mattes-who served as the
monument's custodian and then as its historian, before going on to other posts within the NPS-
used the term "Great Platte River Road" to refer to the system of trails along both sides of the
Platte River.l2e Emigrants generally organized into partiås at'Jumping-off points" along the
Missotrri River. Mattes found that rigid organization was not always a viftue, and o'over-

organized" companies usually broke into smaller, less formal parties partway into the journey.l30

r27 Faragher, Ilonrcn ancl Men on the Overlancl Trail,18-19.

Richard.White, "It's Yotu'Misþrtune ancl Nr¡ne of My Own": A History of the Americctn Il'est (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, l99l), 185.

r2e Merrill J. Mattes, The Great Platte River Roacl: The Coverecl Wagon Mainline Via Fort Kectrny to Fort
Laramie (1969; rptd., Lincoln; University of Nebraska Press, 1987),7.

r30 Mattes, The Greqt Platte River Roact,33-35.
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Ideally, emigrants began traveling around April 15 with the goal of reaching Oregon or

California by September 1, ahead of dangerous weather in the mountains. They generally moved

15*20 miles per day east of Fort Laramie, but their pace slowed west of that point, due to the

rougher terrain.l3l

Mattes estimated that nearly 500,000 people traveled along the Platte River Road between

1841 and 1866. The yearly numbers varied widely, with a high point of perhaps 65,000 in

1850.132 He determined that more than one-third of emigrants traveled on the north side of the

Platte, contrary to longstanding belief that only the Mormons used that side. And some Mormons

used the south side of the river "because of big, unsympathetic non-Mormon crowds at the

Council Bluffs jumping-off area and also because of the military protection afforded by Forts

Kearny and Larami".r:l 33

The Mormon Trail

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (LDS Church), also known as

Mormons, made up a distinct stream of the emigrant flood. Church leaders coordinated a massive

migration to the Great Salt Lake Valley in 1846-18 47 , which was followed by other church-

organized efforls to help converts make the journey.

Historian Leonard J. Arrington described the founding of the LDS Church as follows:

The history of Monnonism reaches back to the fervor of religious enthusiasm which engulfed

western New York during the first half of the nineteenth century. During the 1820's Joseph Smith,

an uneducated but sensitive Vermont-born farm youth, purportedly received visitations from

heavenly beings and translated from gold plates a six-hundred-page record ofthe ancient

inhabitants of the Americas called the Book of Mormon. His prophetic powers were accepted by a

small group of relatives and friends and, on April 6, 1830, in Fayette, Seneca County, New York,

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was organized.l3a

Although the Church of Christ (as it was first called) quickly drew adherents, its doctrines-such
as living apostles and present-day revelations-troubled some mainstream Christians and led to

persecution of Smith and his followers. Smith had a revelation in 1830 that the Mormons would
establish a gathering place namedZionon the American frontier. He led the Mormons to Ohio,
then to Missouri, and finally to Nauvoo, Illinois, in search of a hospitable place for their colony.

, Èut tensions with non-Mormons continued and resulted in Smith's murder in |844.t3s Brigham
..Young then succeeded Smith as church president.

: ' Non-Mormons in Illinois sought the complete ouster of Mormons from the state, and the
.mounting pressure led roughly 16,000 Mormons to leave Nauvoo and to settle temporarily across

. ''' Mattes, The Great Platte River Road,53-54.

., . 
t3t 

Mattes, Platte River Road Narrcttives,2-S.

L'rail," Overland Journa'\8, no. 2 (1990): 7, 10.

r^ 
r3a 

Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom; An Economic History of the Løtter-day Saints, 1830-1g00
luambrtdge, MA: Ilarvard University Press, 1958), 3.

,--. ':t Lamar, The New Encyclopedia of the American West,62l-24;LeRoyR. Ffafen-and-Ann.W. Hafen,
nandcarts to Zion; The Story o¡'a Uniqíte L\/estern Migration, 1856_1860 (Glendale, CA: The Arthur I{. Clark
Lompany, 1960), 17.
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,r.,túáì*ii û: á,],i1¡nu*leâders had arready anricipated the need to move fafther west and
i.fà¿lrb'àè¡:iùnesÍiþáiingpossibilities in the Great Basin.r37 Arington noted, "There is every reasor

..i.ã,b-êiièøthatrttiè'Mormons who fled their Nauvoo homes in February 1846 fully intended to

.,ieé*lé.in thà'V-âlley or the Great Salt Lake. " I 38

,,: r. yn¿". Brigham Young's leadership, the Mormons successfully relocated to the Salt Lake
,Valley. To start, thousands of Mormons gathered at an encampment called Winter euarters
(present-day Florence, a community since incorporated iqlg Omaha, Nebraska), where they spenl
the winter of 1846-1 847 and made plans for the journey.'3e The initial party oiMormon
emigrants left winter Quarters in April 1847. They traveled on the north side of the platte to FortLaramie, crossed the river, used the main Oregon Trail to Fort Bridger, and then followed,,the
faint trace of the Reed-Donnerparty" to the Gieat salt Lake varrefï;o'

.Mormon migration continued in subsequent years. The LDS Church called for members togather in the salt Lake fal,ley to help make the óolony a success. It established an emigration
fund in 1850 and began helping Mormons emigrate from elsewhere in the Uniteà sdteîi;i;grave a few miles east of present-day Scottsbluff holds the re^mains of Rebecca Winters, aMormon emigrant who died of cholera on the trail in 1852.t42 w"t"* rr";;;;; memorialized
with a granite bench at Scotts Bluff National Monument.

In 1852, the church extended to Europe its effort to assist Mormons in getting to Utah.Brigham Young began promoting emigration by handcart as an inexpensive migration strategy in1855' Through an epistle issued in October 1855, the church requested donations to the
emigration fund to support emigration by handcart. British Mormons traveled by ship to NewYork or Boston, then took trains to Iowa City where they built .art, uoJ otgunir.o companies.
Ten companies traveled to Utah this way: five in 1856, iwo in 1g57, one in 1g59, and two in1860' A total of 2,962 people made the journey, roughiy 250 of whom died en route. Most ofthose deaths were from two of the 1856 compánies ttrai¿eparted late and encountered bad
weather before reaching Utah. In 1860, the church developed a different emigration strategy,
sending wagons and supplies from Utah to transport emigiants from the Missouri River. The newmethod worked successfully in the 1g60s, until ii *u, ,ufphnted by *ilìrãr.ì}t
Scotts Bluff as Landmark and Obstacle

overland travelers encountered a series of rock formations as they entered the High plains
from the east, staÚing with Court House Rock. ln a study of one hundred emigrant journals and

136 Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, lg.
r37 Arrington, Great Basin Kingdon,3g-41.
r38 Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom,39.
t3e Larnar, The New Encyclopeclia of the American West,624.
rao stanlev B' Kimball, Historic sites and Markers Along the Mornton qnd other Great vf/estern Trails (lJrbanaand Chicago:ûniversity 

"f 
rnirãi,Þrérrl üä'aj, +s

lor Hafen and Hafen, Handcarts to Zion,2l-23.

'42 Aubrey L' Haines, Historic Sites Along Íhe oregon Trarl (Gerald, Mo: patrice press, lggl), 96. Hainescommented"'This is one of the best-maintainËd graveiof th" 
"-igrã-ti- 

period, and is of particular interest bccauseof the storv that the cB&Q railroad snirte¿ iis roËàti"' t" ö¡ã';iãf,6ïdtii, !'.ä"Ëiioî;f""'"
'o'Hafen and Hafen, Handcarts Ío hion,24,46, 56,1g1_g3.
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guidebooks, Mattes tabulated relerences to eight principal landmarks on the North Platte River:
Ash Hollow, Court House Rock, Chimney Rock, Scotts Bluff, Laramie Peak, Independence
Rock, Devil's Gate, and South Pass. He found that Chimney Rock ranked first (mentioned in 97
percent of the sources), while Scotts Bluff was second (77 percent).laa Travelers on both sides of
the Platte remarked on Scotts Bluff.las

Figure 4.32 Mitchell Pass, by William Henry Jackson.
Source: Willianl Henry Jackson Collection at Scotts Bluff National Monument, SCBL_27.

Scotts Bluff, like the other major rock formations, helped overland travelers measure their
progress on the journey and provided a sense of achievement. Emigrants remarked on Scotts
Bluff s size and beauty, comparing it to an ancient temple or castle:

The spectacle was grand ancl imposing beyond description. It seemed as if Nature, in mere
sportiveness, had thought to excel the noblest works of art, and rear up a mimic city as the grand
metropolis of her empire. (Rufus Sage, 1841)

That immense and celebrated pile . . . advances across the plain nearly to the water's edge. If one
could increase the size of the Alhambra of Grenada, or the Castle of Heidelberg . . . he could form
some idea of the magnitude and splendor of this chef d'oeuvre of Nature at Palace-Building . . . .

(J. Henry Carleton, 1895)

'ou Mattes, The Great Platte Riter Roact,380.

'u'Mutt.r, The Gt'eat Platte Riter Roact,425.
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Looning afar over rivel and plain was "Scott's lìlu1'f," a Nebraska Gibraltar; srtrmoutrted by a
colossal fortress ancl a royal castle, it juttecl on the water. . . . (Philip St. George Cool<, 1845)

This Scotts Bluff is gr-and beyoncl description. . . . It looks exactly like a splendid old lìort in
thorough order, equipped and manned & ready for service, at a moÍnent's notice. (Mrs. Voclges,

1 868) 
| 46

The bluff evoked a sense of the sublime in many travelers, as the quotations above indicate.
While they did not explicitly articulate it in their journals and diaries, emigrants likely read
divine pulpose into the landscape of Scotts Bluff and associated this with their journey.
Culturally, therefore, Scotts Bluff represented something more than a literal rnilestone on the
trail. It also signified the scale of emigrants' emotional and physical undertaking.

Some travelers inscribed theil names on the bluff as they passed by. The NPS preserved two
such inscriptions and moved them to the museum. No other legible inscriptions have been
located, but a California-bound traveler observed "a great many names" on a piece of fallen rock
when she passed by in 1 852.t41

The chain of rock formations marked the change iu terrain between the plains to the east and
the mountains to the west. Scotts Bluff also marked a spring that was a source of water for
travelers. Francis Parkman recorded that he camped "by the well-known spring on Scott's BlufÎ'
on his I 846 journ"y.'ot Merrill Mattes characterize<l Scotts Bluff as one of the best campsites

available for its water and wood, but heavy use took a toll on the timber lesources there.lae

The trail on the south side of the North Platte veered away from the river at Scotts Bluft
where the badlands blocked travel closer to the water. Until 1850, emigrants primat'ily usecl a

pass about 8 miles south of Scotts Bluff to get around this section (Robidor"rx Pass).rs0 An "4.
Robidoux" established a trading post and blacksrnith shop below the summit that travelers
started noting in 1849. He built a new post in 1850 or I 851 in Carter Canyon, which ma_y have
focused on the American Indian trade. The post at the pass remained in use until 185l.lsl

In 1849, the AFC sold Fort John on the Lararnie River to tlie United States and built a new
post near Robidoux Pass, calling it "Fol't John, Scotts Bluffs." The AFC moved the post twice
more, ultimately locating it south of a trail to Helvas Canyon.'t'The new post capturecl

American Indian trade, but it was unsuccessful in drawing ernigraut traffic away frorn
Robidoux's post.ls3

r46 Alf quotations from Mattes, I'he Grectt PlatÍe River Roud,423,425.
rat Randy Brown, Historic Inscriptions on I\/eslern EmigrttnÍ l'alls (lnclependence, MO: Oregon-California

Trails Associ ation, 2004), 22.
ra8 

Quotecl in Mattes, Scotts BlufÍ-National Monutnent,20.

''o Muttes, Scotts Blu/f Nationul MonLtntenÍ,24.

''n Mattes, Scofts Btu/J' Nuti.onuL MonuntenÍ, 26.
rsr Mattes. Th.e Great Platfe River Routl,438-39,442-44.

'5' Mattes, Scotts Btu;fJ'National Moruunent,37;Mattes, Plcttfe Rit,er Road Narrutives,T.
r53 Mattes, Scotts RhrfJ Nolionul. Mottutnenl,3T .
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Figure 4.4: Trails, Passes, and Posts Near Scotts Bluff.
Redrawn from Memill J. Mattes, The Great Platte River Road, 1969, xxxvi-xxxvii.

Another, more rugged pass lay closer to the river, skirting the southern and wester¡ edges of
Scotts Bluff. This pass appears in some accounts as Scotts Bluff Pass, and it later becaíie known
as Mitchell Pass (named for the fort built just to the west in the 1860s). Travelers initially
prefened the easier grade of Robidoux Pass, and the presence of Robidoux's post made it even
more attractive. According to Mattes, "it is suspected that the U.S. Army Quartermaster from
Fort Laramie was the first to take wagons through Mitchell Pass, possibly doing a little
engineering to widen the passage and ease the grade."'sa Starting in 1850, enrigrants began using
Mitchell Pass more regularly, and in 7852,1t drew more traffic than Robidoux Pass. Mitchell
Pass predominated from then on, later becoming the route of overland stage lines, the pony
Express, and the transcontinental telegraph.tt' Mattes found that emigrants believed the Mitchell
Pass route was shorter than the Robidoux Pass route.156

''o Matter, Scotts Bluff National Monument,23.
155 Mattes, Scotts Bluff National Monument,2S-29,32.
15ó Mattes, The Great Platte River Road,444.
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Figure 4.5: Marker for Mitchell Pass (no date)'

Transcription.. This pass became an importanípart of the oregon Trail after 1852. unimproved until then,

it was necessary f-or wagons following this traiito use the moie indirect route through Roubideaux Pass'

eight miles southwest oîn"r". The ovãrland stage, the Pony Express, and the first transcontinental

telegraph used this pass. In 1863 Fort Mitchell ias establishediwo and one half miles northwest of here

to protect established lines of communication. This fort and the pass were named after General Robefi B'

Mitchell. The ruts visible a short distance north of h"r" or. l..-uins of the oregon Trail-that broad

natural highway ul,''ori 2000 miles long which was established without the aid of surveyor, by emigrants

en route to Oregon, California, and Utah'
Source: Nebraska õtut. Hirtori.ul Society, RG 1308, S43l-24'
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Emigration Summary

Mattes estimated that roughly
half a million people haveled
overland on the Platte River route
between 1841 and 1866.157 The
numbers varied from year to year.
For example, emigration climbed
to a high of perhaps 65,000 in
1850 and then fell to under i0,000
in 1851. Mattes hypothesized that
waning enthusiasm for California
and a high number of deaths in
1850 were the cause. But numbers
rebounded in 1852 to about the
same level as 1850. Travel
increased dramatically to around
100,000 emigrants in 1859,
following the discovery of gold in
Colorado. Figures were
considerably lower in the early
1860s. Although they rebounded
in 1866, that was the last year of
significant migration along the
Platte River route.lsB

Mattes found that about one-
third of emigrants used the north
side of the Platte. In general,
people who departed from
Council Bluffs traveled on the
north side. Although the initial
Mormon migration in 1847 used
the north side of the Platte,
Mormons traveling in subsequent
years used both sides of the
trail.lse

f igure 4.6: Menill J. Mattes and Oregon Trail Ruts at Scotts
Bluff, 1937.
Source: Merill Mattes to Director, NPS, May 7,1937, File: Construction at
SCBL, Manuscript Files, Curatorial Files, SBNM.

'57 Mattes, Platte River Road Narratives,5.
r58 Mattes, Platte River Road Narratives,2-5;Mattes, The Great Platte River Roød,21.

''e Mattes, "The Northern Route of the Non-Mormons," 3, 7.
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Overland Mail and the PonY ExPress

The United States provided mail service to the growing settlements in the far West by

contracting with companies that shipped mail by bõat, traveling down the Atlantic coast and then

up the Pacif,rc coast, *ittt u short land crossing át Pu"u'ou' Mormon settlement of the interior

west created a demand for mail service that could not be met by boat' and the united States

issued its fîrst contract for overrand mail service in 1g50. The overland mail traveled along the

oregon Trail via south Pass, carried by private contractors but funded with federal dollars'

Service was somewhat enatic during th; 1850s''60

The LDS Church organized the B. Y. Express and caffying company to address the

Mormons, need for regular mail service, as well as to support ãngoing emigration.to' It was

intended to carry passengers, mail, unO i.igttt,and its ,tutiottt along the road would also provide

aid to Mormons *ut ingîn. overland journó.íu' In 1856, the company submitted a bid to the

federal government prÃriO. monthly,mail seivice in the name of Hiram Kimball, an agent for the

B. y. Expr.rr, *hi.ñî;r;õ;.1dTh" company planned for each of its stations to include a

village settlement, fields for cråps, milis, shops, and storehouses' According to Leonard

Arrington,

ultimately, stations were to be established every fifty miles or so, in order that there would be a

station for every day's travel. rrt" pto*iãity of stations would also rytïl,'fligtants 
to walk from

station to statioir and ,,have 
[their] supplies renewed at every such place""-

The company,s mail contract was cancelled in June 1857' Historians LeRoy and Ann Hafen

attributed that decision to anti-Mormonism, while Arrington commented that it "coincided with

the decision to send a large consignment of federal troops to utah" to assert control over the

Mormons.l6s

Delivery of overland mail became entangled in sectional politics {uring the late 1850s'

affecting the choice of routes for federal contracts. Some members of Congress supported using

the central route (oràton-Mormon-california Trail) because it could enhance emigrant safety'

For example, Senatorlohn B. weller of california commented,

I confess that I not only desire to have this mail route, but what I regard as equally important' I

desire to have a good emigrant rout.. t U"il"ue, by the establishment of a mail route with little

posts every ten ñiles, (which you can get by giving-to the co¡tractors tluee hundred and twenty

acres of landj V"" *tfì have in fact miitary p"osts ãll,along that road' In this way you will give

protection to'yån. emigrants' That is what I am after''uu

- - **t.rt"t* , The Overland Mail,.I849-1869: Promoter of Settlement' Precursor of Railroads

lctevetalJiitre attft"i g. ctark Company' 1926),38' 56-57 ' 59'

'6' Haf.n and Hafen, Handcarts to Zion, 150'

162 Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 162'

163 Arrington , Great Basin Kingdonr,164; Ilafen and Hafen, Handcarts to zion, l5l.
róa Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 165 '

,,,, Hafe., and Hafen, Handcarts to Zion,152; Arringtot, Greøt Bøsin Kingdom,169'

t66 Appenclix to the congressioncil Globe,34 cong., 3d sess., February 21 ,1857,317; also quoted inHarert' The

ove,rland Mail.86.
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Historian LeRoy Hafen found a similar sentiment among other members of Congress, who "did
not look upon the Post Office Department as a mere business undertaking which must needs [sic]
be self-supporting. To them the postal service, especially in its western lines, was and should be,
primarily, a pioneer of civilization; marking the trails and keeping them open to travel,
encouraging settlement, and acting as the precursor of the railroad."l67 Thatphilosophy did not
always prevail, however. In particular, Joseph Holt, who became postmaster general in 1859,
effected a series of retrenchments to reduce the department's expenses, seeking to make the mail
service self-supporting, rather than investing money in emigrant infrastructure.l6s

Two postrnasters general-Aaron Brown and Joseph Holt-favored a southern route for the
regular mail. In 1857, Brown awarded a contract with a signif,rcant subsidy to the Overland Mail
Company, headed by John Butterfield, for a route from St. Louis to California via El Paso,
Tucson, and Yuma. In terms of distance, this route was 700 miles longer than the central
overland route from Independence to San Francisco via Salt Lake City. But the southern route
was less vulnerable to winter weather.r6e Although John Hockaday and George Chorpenning
obtained mail contracts for the central route, their federal subsidies were significantly lower.
Congress sought to even the playing f,reld and passed legislation that would have increased
subsidies for the central route, but President James Buchanan vetoed the measure.lt0 The
postmaster general made some changes on the central route, including a switch to weekly
service, but the promotion of mail routes remained a sectional issue.l71

In December 1858, Butterf,reld and Chorpenning competed to see who could first reach San
Francisco with the president's annual message to Congress. The race included a company that
provided mail by steamer from New Orleans to San Francisco, with a stage crossing at the
Isthmus of Tehuantepec in Mexico. However, only two copies of the president's message were
delivered to the starting point in St. Louis, and they were given to Butterfield and the steamer
line. The agent for the central route had to wait for the speech to be published in St. Louis
nev/spapers before departing, putting it a week behind the others. Although Butterfield won the
race, the Hockaday-Chorpenning team completed the journey two days faster than Butterfield,
despite winter weather conditions that impeded travel on the central route.l72

In 1860, a novel experiment called the Pony Express boosted the popularity of the central
route. It sprang out of a partnership formed in 1855, when V/illiam Russell, Alexander Majors,
and William Waddell joined forces to create a monopoly on military freighting. They obtained
contracts to provide cattle and other supplies to U.S. Army troops in Utah in 1857 and 1858. ln
1859, they took over the Leavenworth and Pike's Peak Express Company, which Russell had
started with another partner to take advantage of the demand for mail service triggered by the
1858 Colorado gold rush. From this, they created the Central Overland California and Pike's
Peak Express Company and obtained a contract for mail service to Salt Lake City in 1860.173

'ot Hafen, The Overland Mail, 129.
168 Hafen, The Overland Mail, 133-35.
t6e Ralph Moody, Stagecoach lZesl Q.{ew York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1967),72-78,80.
170 Moody, Stagecoach West, 125.
r7r Moody, Stagecoach l4test, 126-21 .

r72 Moody, Stagecoach llest, 128-32.
rt3 Hafetr, The Overland Mait, 146-47, 157; Moody, Stagecoach West, l43,l4g-51,155,174-75,182.
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Figure 4.72 Pony Express,by William H"ny Jackson'

Soírce: William Henry Jãckson Cóllection at Scotts Bluff National Monument, SCBL-83'

Russell, Majors, and waddell launch-ed the Pony Express as a private mail service to compete

better with Butter¡refj,s southern route.l74 The Pony Express traveled along the North Platte

River and through Mitchell Pass. It began in April.l860 and lasted eighteen months' stations

were located at approximately 15-mile intervali.l75 Ficklin's springs, the nearest station to the

east of scotts Bluff, sat 1 miù west of Melbeta. scotts Bluff station, the nearest one to the west,

was a,Droximately 2.5 miles northwest of Mitchell Pass, near where Forl Mitchell was later

ffilrfãtitäår, ""ili"¿ 
mail for 75 to 100 miles each way on the stretch of route they covered,

riding it twice a week. During the winter, the Pony Express had some difficulty meeting its

schedule, which had already õeen lengthened as an adjustment to the weather' When the

transcontinental telegraph was complðted in 1861 along the same foute, the Pony Express

folded.177

t'o lJafet, The Overland Møil, 134-35,756-57,159,169'

'tt Hafett, The Overland Mail, ll9'
176 Merill J. Mattes and paul Henderson, The Pony Express: From St. Joseph to Fort Laranrie (St' Louis, Mo:

The Patrice Press, 1989), 1,63-67.

'tt Huf.n, The overkntd Maí\, l76,185, I87, 190'
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Although the Pony Express did not make money, it established the primacy of the central
route for overland mail. Russell, Majors, and Waddell did not emerge the winners in the
contracting competition, however. In 1861, Congress provided for a transfer of Butterfield's
contract from the southern route to the central route and increased service to six days per
week.178

Freighting and William Henry Jackson

The Great Platte River Road also served as a freighting route, and V/illiam Henry Jackson
provided a glimpse of that phase of the trail's history in his 1866-1867 diary. Jackson was born
in Keesville, New York, on April 4, 1843. He became a photographer in 1858, and in I 860, he
moved to Rutland, Vermont, to work as a photographer's helper. He served with the 12th

Vermont Volunteers during the Civil War, and after the war worked in Burlington, Vermont. The
breakup of a relationship with Caroline Eastman, whom he had hoped to marry, prompted him to
leave Vermont in 1866. He and a friend set out for the West in search of work. Jackson found a
job as a "bullwhacker" with a freighting outfit; that is, he drove two wagons hitched together and
drawn by six pairs of oxen. He only made one westbound journey in this job, but it took him past
Scotts Bluff, where he camped just west of Mitchell Pass.lTe

In his diary, Jackson wrote,

At noon we corralled at a new ranch on the bank of the river 10 miles from Scotts Bluffs, which
loom up before us in all its fanciful variety of outline. In the p.m. we drove up to & into the pass
that leads through them. We had one of the steepest and worst gulches to drive through that we
have yet had. . . . Our camp is right in one of the narrowest places of the pass & the walls rise up
perpendicularly on either hand. They are not very high nor extensive but are quite picturesque.'80

He sketched scenes along the trail, which he used as the basis for a series of watercolors many
years later. Those paintings ultimately became parl of the museum collection at Scotts Bluff
National Monument.lsl

Jackson left the freight company at Salt Lake City and continued to Los Angeles.l82 After he
returned from travels in 1867, he and two brothers established a photography studio in Omaha.
Ferdinand Hayden hired Jackson as a photographer for an 1870 surveying expedition to
Yellowstone, and Jackson continued to work with the Hayden survey until 1878. He later worked
as a photographer for railroad companies and traveled with a commission to investigate railroad
systems around the world.l83

r78 Moody, Stagecoach l4/est, 198.
17e LeRoy R. Hafen and Ann W. Hafen, eds., The Diaries of William Henty Jackson, Frontier Photographer

(Glendale , CA: The Arlhur H. Clark Company, 1959), 12-13,34,61; Dan L. Thrapp, Encyclopedia of Fiontier
Biography, vol. II (1988;rptd., Lincoln: University ofNebraska Press, 1991),718.

'to Hafe.t and Hafen, The Diaries of Wittiam Henry Jaclcson, 58, 61 .

l8l A number of Jackson's paintings are at the Nebraska Museum of Art in Kearney, Nebraska.

'8' "Pioneer Photographer Tells Tale of Old-Time West in His Autobiography," clipping from unidentified
newspaper, August 9,1940, File: Jackson, William Heruy, Newspaper Articles," Curatorial Files, SBNM.

'tt Hafen and Hafen, The Diaries of Wittiam Henry Jackson, 13-17;Thrapp, Encyclopedia of Frontier
Biography, 2: 7 18.
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Figure 4.82 Bultwhaclçer, by William Henry Jackson'

Solrce : William Henry Jackson iollection at Scotts Bluff National Monument, SCBL-281'

The Railroad and the End of Overland Travel

Interest in spanning the continent with a railroad dates back to the 1840s. Rail construction

was in the national intãrest but it was hugely expensive, so Congress began making grants of
public land to railroad companies in 185ó. ih. õo-punies could sell the granted land to finance

ãonstruction.'to In 1g53, Congress determined that it would support construction of one

transcontinental rail line, but it did not select a route. sectional, regional, and local interests

advocated for different routes and termini, and Congress decided to fund multiple surveys in the

hooe of findine the best choice among them. Four surveys wele conducted along the following

pãäjrrir, + lllio igu,,the 3gtr', the 35t\ and the 32nd. In addition, other surveyors explored the

mountain passes in óregon and california.rss In 1862, following the start of the civil war, the

all-Union Congress appioved a central route for a transcontinental railroad from Omaha to

Sacramento, urrd ronåtiuction began from both ends into the interior. The route ran along the

platte River to its forks then followed the South Platte a short distance. From that point, it took a

westward course, passing well south of Scotts Bluff. The tracks were joined at Promontory Point,

Utah, on May 10, 1869, á dut" thatlvtattes said "can be accepted as marking the end of the

historic Oregon-California Trail."l 86

r84 Lamar, The New Encyclopedia of the American Iil'est,936-37 '

'*' Schrlbert, Vanguard of Ex¡tansion,95-97 '

'tu Muttes, Scotts Bluff National Monuntent,46'
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5. Human and Environmental Change in the Platte River
Corridor

In his book The Wøy to the West: Essays on the Central Plains, Elliott West encouraged
readers to think about the connections between overland emigration and the movement of
American Indians onto the Plains. These two historical episodes, he wrote,

are among the rnost famrliar in western history. Almost always, however, they are considered
separately, as ifthey had only a glancing relation to each other. Someho\ry, an obvious point has
been largely overlooked-that these were simultaneous, interrelated events with wide-ranging
consequences for that part of the West where they overlapped, the central portion of the Great
Plains.lsT

In the mid-nineteenth century, American Indians and Euro-Americans had different reasons for
being in the Platte River region. Their various needs sometimes dovetailed, providing
opportunities for trade or mutual assistance. At other times, they were truly at cross purposes,
with each group defending its own access to the corridor and trying to exclude the other. The
result, over a roughly 3O-year period, was a signif,rcant reshaping of the region's demographics
and environment.

American lndian-Emigrant Relations

American Indians and overland travelers interacted with each other in myriad ways. Mutual
misunderstandings and stereotypes sometimes led to conflict and even violence. But American
Indians and emigrants also collaborated through trade and by providing assistance to one
another. Historian Michael Tate argued that "fp]atterns of cooperation, mutually beneficial trade,
and acts of personal kindness clearly outnumbered the cases of contentiousness and bloodshed in
the two decades before the Civil W'ar." He also noted, "Anxieties, ambiguities, and distrust
clearly produced more problems between American Indians and whites than did acts of innate
barbarism or premeditated malice."l 88

Euro-American emigrants often held negative perceptions of American Indians, fueled by
images in afi, literature, newspapers, guidebooks, and other travelers' accounts.lse Overland
travel was full potential hazards, but Tate found that "no danger loomed larger in the minds of
emigrants than the fear of torlure or death at the hands of murderous Indians."le0 While
American Indians do not seem to have had overblown fears of emigrants, they similarly viewed
Euro-Americans through their particular cultural lenses and could not always make sense of
travelers' behavior. For example, American Indians expected to exchange gifts as a prelude to
other interactions. When Euro-Americans failed to comply, American Indians formed negative
impressions of them.

Trade between American Indians and emigrants served both groups' needs. Plains Indians
exchanged fresh or preserved game with travelers for bread and flour. They also sought tobacco

r87.West, The Way to the West, 19.

_ - - Ït Michael L, Tat9, Indians ancl Emigran.ts: Encounters on the Overland Trails (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2006), x.

ttn Tate, Indians and Emigrants, 4-9,13, 19.

'e0 Tate, Indians and Emigrants,3-4.
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and processed foods, such as sugar and coffee. Guide books and other sources suggested that

ernigrants bring cloth, beads, and finished clothing to trade with American Indians. In return,

American Indians offered moccasins and bison robes that provided better protection from the

elements than the travelers' clothes. Emigrants found that American Indians were interested in

colorful textiles, jewelry, and unusual items (such as umbrellas). American Indians also traded

for money, which they could use to buy desired food or manufactured items from trading

posts.lel

In addition to acting as paid guides, American Indians helped some travelers by providing

information about the tiails, where to find grass, and where to camp. Tate noted that American

Indians living along the trail had incentives to preserve good relationships. They relied on

overland traffic to help sustain their economies. They also sought to minimize friction with

travelers that might leäd to violent backlash against ihemselves.re'

Overland travelers gave some aid to American Indians, but Tate explained that this generally

occurred,,only after the whites got to know their Indian counterpafis personally."tnt At passers-

through, emigrants did not have the same incentive to foster good relationships with American

hrdians as American Indians did with travelers. They did, however, seek to avoid conflict and to

benefit from the trade and aid American Indians offered'

An initial ,.spirit of cooperation" on the trails eroded over time. American Indians suffered

the effects of epidemic diseases introduced by non-Indians, causing them to move away from the

trail route and to become more wary of contact with Euro-Americans.''o As game, timber, and

gïasses became more scarce along the trail, tensions between American Indians and emigrants

gr"*, leading to a series of military conflicts (see below)'

Environmental Changes in the Platte River Corridor

American Indians and Euro-Americans, along with their horses and other domesticated

animals, stripped the Platte River corridor of many of its natural resources. The process was

complex and multicausal. Human and animal needs intertwined with grasslands ecology to

transform the environment and demography of the Central Plains.les

Two historical phenomena triggere<l this era of rapid change. First, the nomadic tribes who

competed for access to bison between the Platte and Arkansas Rivers negotiated a general peace.

In tg+0, the Cheyenne and Arapaho met with the Kiowa and Comanche near Bent's Fort and

agreed to end warfare among their tribes. Elliott West described it as "their equivalent of the

Consress of Vienna or the Treaty of Versailles-with the difference that this alliance has lasted a

gooíuit longer."le6 The Great pêace of 1840, which ultimately also included the Lakota and the

Þluin, Apache, drarnatically transformed the nature (figuratively and literally) of the Central

'e' Tate, Indians and Emigrants,42-51.
1e2 Tafe,Indians and Emigranl.s, 105.

'e3 Tate, Indians and Entigranfs, 1l l,

'eo Tare, Indians and Emigrants,135-36'

'e, Elliott West's The ITav to the llest offers the reader a clear and elegant account of how this transformatiotl

occurred. This section of the iresent repoft relies heavily on West's ideas and analysis'

re6 West, The Ilay to the West, 14.
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Plains. The bison-rich region between the Platte and Arkansas Rivers had been a war zone in
which none of the tribes could establish real control. After the peace, it became a joint hunting
ground, used freely by all the tribes.leT The peace was not univèrsal, however, and the Lakota
still battled the Pawnee to keep them away from the upper Platte River. The new wave of bison
hunting in this region coincided with the start of heavy overland emigration by Euro-Americans,
setting the^stage for signif,rcant environmental change that ultimately undercut the bison-hunters'
lifeways.leB

[k{n Rüùüt àüd ¡lerìfr¿l ûroül¡i ltl0r ti$t[ fiüfe ùßd flrülml ümrm, lt$¡-]lt60l

Figure 5.1: Collapse of the Neutral Zone.
Source: Elliott Vy'est, The Way to the l(est, 1995, 64-65.

Second, Euro-American overland migration began in earnest in 1841 and the number of
travelers rose steadily during the decade. Early travelers depended upon the Platte River
coruidor's natural resources to supplement what they had brought with them. Later in the decade,
and increasingly through the 1850s, emigrants could meet their needs by buying "imported"
goods at trading posts and stations along the route.

Despite their obvious differences in lifeways, American Indians and emigrants needed the
same things: timber for fuel, grasses for their animals, and bison (or other game) for meat. The
emigrants, as travelers through this landscape, only needed the resources temporarily and only

re7 West, The Way to the llest,62,64-65.
re8 This is the central thesis of Elliott West's The I4tav to the þI/est.
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during the spring and summer. The American lndians, by contrast, lived on the Central Plains

throughout the year and for the long term.

The emigrants passed through the Platte River corridor during the spring, when grasses were

generally abun¿anf. But the heavy grazingpjtheir livestock, along with trampling, shifted the

!rur, "ornposition 
to less durable varieties.leo By late in the year, when American Indians

returned from hunting to the more temperate river valleys, grass resources were scarce.

American Indians .ontribnt.d to the pressure on grasses by then grazingtheilown animals at
,.exactly the time when those environments could least afford to feed them."'u'A drought phase

between lg4g and 1862 exacerbated the problem by causing American Indians to use the river

valley forage during the summer, when they would normally have utilized grasses on the
201plalns.

The decline of the grasslands, combined with increased hunting pressure, drove bison out of

the area between the Piatte and Arkansas Rivers, where they had once been abundant. American

Indians were left without one of their primary sources of subsistence and material culture.

Ultimately, they became more dependent upon the United States for food and more vulnerable to

American military and diplomatic pressure.

Military Conflicts and Trail Fortification

In May 1846, Congress authorized the establishment of military stations along the Oregon

Trail. It approved up tõ $:,000 per station "to defray expenses," plus up to $2,000 per station to

,o-p"rrrát. "the Inãian tribes *hi"h may own or possess the ground on which the said station

maybe erected

Thomas Fitzpatrick, who became Indian agent for the Upper Platte and Arkansas Agency in

1g46, sought to ñold "big talks" (multitribal treaty negotiations) with tribes in his district' He

held one at Horse Creek near Foft Laramie in 1851. Attendees included Lakota, Cheyenne,

Arapaho, Crow, Gros Ventre, Ass,iniboine, Arikara, and Shoshone, about 10,000 in total-the

biggest treaty council ever held.203 The allied Lakota, Cheyenne, and Arapaho made up most of

thãinumber, ho*.u"., having successfully driven off or intimidated the other tribes so that their

presence was sma11.2oa

The resulting Treaty of Fort Laramie sought to keep the Platte River corridor free of conflict.

It specif,red territorial boundaries for the various tribes and provided for peaceful relations, both

urrräng ftibes and between the United States and the American Indians' Within a few years,

however, the peace unraveled. According to fuchard White, "both the boundaries lthe treaty]

lee West, The Way to the West,34-36.
2oo West, The Way to the LI/est,37.

2or West, The Way to the llest,38-39.

'o' A"tof May 19,1846,9 Stat. 13'

,0, Robert M. Utley, The Inelian Frontier of the Anterican West, 1846_1890 (Albuquerque: University of New

Mexico Press, 1984), 60-61 .

'oo White, "The Winning of the West," 340-41'
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createcl and its prohibition on interlribal warfarc wcrc-ignoled from the beginning by the only
tribal participants who finally mattered, the Sioux."'"'

One of the earliest clashes occurred in 1854, whell a Miniconjou Lakota lnan killed an
emigrant's wandering cow for food. The cow's owner called for restitution of $25, but
negotiations to resolve the tnatter were Lrnsuccessful. Lieutenant John Grattan arrivecl ¿rt tl-re

Lakota camp with 29 soldiers and attempted to arrest the Miniconjou man. The soldiers fired
shots, killing a band leader ancl escalating the incident. The Miniconjou responclecl by killing
Grattan and all the soldiers. They contemplated an attack on F-ort Laramie, but they clecided
instead to leave the area. The conflict raised tensions led the tribes to stay away fi'om the trail
and from Fort Laramie.2o6

In 1864, the army planned for additional posts to protect the Oregon Trail, including one near
Scotts Bluff. Coustt'uction of that post, later named Foft Mitchell, began that year.207 lThe pass at
Scotts Bluff became known as Mitchell Pass sometirne after the fort's construction.) Meanwhile,
Colonel John Chivington with the First Regiment of Colorado Volunteers (700 rnen) attacked
Cheyenne Indians camped at Sand Creek (Colorado) on Novemb er 29, I 864. Of the 70 to 163
Cheyenne killed, two-thircls were women and children. The massacre led the Cheyenne, Lakota,
and Arapaho to launch a carnpaign of attacks along the South Platte in early 1865. They
destroyed stage stations, telegraph lines, and ranches, and they raided wagolì trains.208 On
February 5, American Indians attacked soldiers and civilians at Mud Springs. Troops frorn Fort
Mitchell sped to Mud Springs and engaged the Anerican Indians, who crossed to the other side
of the North Platte and eluded the soldiers.20e

'ot Whit", "The Winning of the West," 340.
20('Tate, Inclians on Emigrants,2l9; John Waling, "Fort Mitchell," Nebraskolctntl,I)ecentber 198ó, 35
207 Waring, "Foft Mitchell," 36.

'ot Utl.y, Tlte InclicLtt þ'ronÍier,93.
toe Motter, Scotts Ilttll'NaÍionul Monutrtenf ,49; Waring, "Fort Mitchell," 3l .
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Figure 5.2: Fort Mitchell, by William Henry Jackson.
Soirce: William Henry Jackson collection at scotts Bluff National Monument, scBL*28.

Another skirmish occurred in June 1865 at Horse Creek. Brulé Lakota being escorted by

troops from Fort Laramie to Fort Kearny launched an attack on the soldiers. Troops from Fort

Mitchell were dispatched to the scene. Although the cavalry pursued the Brulé, they crossed the

river and avoided further encounter.2'0 The focus of conflict between American Indians and

Euro-Americans subsequently shifted north from the Oregon Trail to the Bozeman Trail, which

miners used to cut through Lakota teritory.

The Removal of American lndians from the Platte River Corridor

By the late 1840s, the Pawnee were weakened by conflict with the Lakota, epidemic

diseases, and lack of food. They ceded land to the United States in 1848 and again in 1857,

leaving only a small reservation on the Loup River.t" In the 1870s, the Pawnee were still

suffering losses to the Lakota in the western hunting grounds south of the Platte, and they

experienced new pressllres from Euro-American settlers who took control of resources adjacent

to the reservation and sought the tribe's removal from Nebraska. The Pawnee felt they had little
choice but to cede the reservation and move to Indian Territory.2l2 Richard White noted that the

''o Mattes, Scotts Bluff National Monument, 49'. Waring, "Fort Mitchell," 3l .

'" wishart, An Unspeakuble Sudness,65, 102.

2r' Wishart, An [Jnspeokable Sadness,188-98.
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Pawnee experience was not uncommon: "Everywhere horticultural villagers steadily lost ground,
first to the nomadic buffalo hunting tribes, then to the Americans."213

In 1867, President Andrew Johnson chose Nathaniel G. Taylor as commissioner of Indian
affairs. Taylor promoted peace with the Plains Indian tribes and sought to create two large
reservations, one in the north and one in the south, to which the Plains tribes would be
removed.2la Congress passed legislation in 1866 in support of Taylor's agenda. The act created a
peace commission that aimed to end conflict with and among the tribes and to place them on
reservations.2l s

The peace commission drafted atreaty to remove the Lakota to a large reservation in Dakota
Territory. In exchange, the United States would abandon forts along the Bozeman Trail and keep
whites out of the Powder River country. The commission called the Lakotas to Fort Laramie to
sign the treaty. Some did, but others refused, including Red Cloud, whose concession was a
particular goal of the fteaty.2t6 Conflicts between the United States and Red Cloud continued, but
he ultimately signed the treaty in late 1868.217 Mattes noted, "The treaty of 1868 marked the end
of major Indian hostilities in the North Platte Valley."2l8 Based on the terms of that treaty,
American Indians could no longer occupy and claim the teruitory along the river.

The United States Office of Indian Affairs (precursor to today's Bureau of Indian Affairs)
established the Red Cloud agency in 1 871 to fulf,rll obligations under the 1868 treaty. The
department's goal was to remove American Indians from Fort Laramie to "the interior of the
Indian country, far from the contaminating influence of irresponsible white msn."2le The agency,
located on the north side of the North Platte River and just west of the Nebraska-Wyoming
Territory line, oversaw more than 9,000 Lakota, Cheyenne, and Arapaho. Some of them lived at
the agency, while others came in when supplies were issued and then left again.220

In 1873, the government relocated the agency to the White River in northwestern Nebraska,
near present-day Crawford.22l Conflicts between the Euro-Americans and American Indians
continued, but the North Platte Valley was no longer the contested zone it had been in the 1850s
and 1860s. Ultimately, the United States used a combination of force and diplomacy to relocate
the tribes to reservations: the Lakota in Dakota Tenitory, the Northern Arapaho in Wyoming,
and the Northern Cheyenne in Montana.

2r3 White, The Roots of Dependency, 199.
2'a rJtley, The Indian Frontier, 108.

'r' Utley, The Indian Frontier, 109.
2t6 Utley, The Indictn Frontier, I 18-20.
2t' rJtley, The Indian Frontier, 120,125.
t't Mattes, Scotts Bluff National Monuntent,50.
2te Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior for the Year 187 I ,

(Washington, DC: Govenrment Printing Offltce, 1871), 698.
220 Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interiorfor the Year 1872,

(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1872),267.
221 Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretar.y of the Interior.for the Year '873,(V/ashington, DC : Government Printing Off,rce, 181 3), 243.
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6. Settlement of Gering and Scottsbluff

Creation of Nebraska Territory

On May 30, 1854, Congress passed an act to "Organize the Territories of Nebraska and

Kansas." Commonly known as the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the statute set basic laws to govern the

temitories and provided for the establishment of territorial governments. Additionally, the law
allowed appropriations for the construction of public and governmental buildings, libraries, and

schools. The act made specific mention of government surveys for the land, "preparatory to

bringing the same into market," alluding tothe future settlement of the territory.222

The legislation stipulated that the residents of the tenitories, upon achieving statehood, had

the right to determine whether they would allow slavery or not. Violent conflicts over slavery
erupted as Kansans sought statehood, contributing to the starl of the Civil War in 1861. While
some settlers were drawn to eastern Nebraska during the decade following the Kansas-Nebraska

Act, people did not arrive in signif,rcant numbers until after the war ended in 1865.223

The Homestead Act of 1862 provided an added incentive for those considering a move to

Nebraska. It allowed individuals to claim up to 160 acres of public land at no cost (except f,rling

fees), provided they resided upon and cultivated the land for a period of five years."o Within a

decade, the population of Nebraska had increased four-fold, growing from roughly 30,000 in
1860 to over 120,000 in1870.22s

Settlement of Western Nebraska

On March I, 1867 , Nebraska became the 37th state to join the Union. The western part of the

state remained sparsely populated into the 1880s, but cattle ranchers were drawn to its open

range and grazed cattle on public land free of charge. For about 1 5 years starting in 1 870, cattle

ranching dominated western Nebraska's economy. The region atthat time was known as the

"Great Cattle Kingdom," charucteized by large ranches held primarily by eastern investors.
Overgrazing contributed to cattle ranching's demise in the mid-1880s. Compounding the

problem, the harsh winter of i 885-1886 devastated herds with bitter cold and heavy snows that

obscured the forage that was already in short supply. Some operations lost as much as three-

quarters of their cattle that winter.226

The completion of a federal survey of western Nebraska in 1885 ushered in the next phase of
development.zzT The United States opened the land to homesteaders, who moved in and began

fencing, diminishing the open range. In 1887, the open-range cattle economy in the valley
effectively closed.228 In its place came more homesteaders, the development of cities and towns,

"' Act of May 30, 1854, 10 Stat.277.

"t U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraskø Historic Buildings Survey Reconnaissqnce Survey Final Reporî of Scotts
Bluff County, Nebraska (Lincoln, NE: U.S. West Research, Inc., 1995), 15.

"o Act of May 20,1862,12 Stat.392.

"' U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska HisÍoric Buildings Survey,75.
226 Ramsey, Scottsbtffi 1900 - 2000,5-7.

"7 Ramsey, Scottsblffi 1900 - 2000,7.
228 Brand, The History of Scotts Blu.f.f Nebraska, 59.
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the railroad, and the beginnings of inigated agriculture in the North Platte Valley that would set
the tone for much of the next century.

In her history of Scottsbluff, Jane Barbour Ramsey identifîed two technologies that
contributed to the successful settlement of western Nebraska: barbed wire to protect crops from
grazing cattle and the windmill "to pump the abundant underground water for livestock and
kitchen gardens."zzt

Population centers sprang up along the North Platte River and along the routes thought to be
suitable for future railroads. One of the earliest population centers in the region was Gering,
Nebraska. On March 28,7887, town founders filed the f,rrst map of Gering with Cheyenne
County. Situated on the south side of the North Platte River, Gerìng originally encompassed 16
blocks. Although no railroad served the town atthattime, the founders anticipated that the Union
Pacific line would eventually come to them, based upon Union Pacific surveys completed in
1885.230 It took over 20 yeais for the rails to finally ånive in Gering. In the interim, the new
community laid a foundation of infrastructure, local govemment, and commerce.

Up to 1887, the majority of the western Nebraska panhandle fell within Cheyenne County.231
The county seat, Sidney,lay some 75 *il.^r away from the developing areas, prompting locai
residents to call for a closer county seat."t Subsequently, an 1888 election whittled Cheyenne
County into several smaller counties, including Scotts Bluff.233 Debate then arose over which
town would become the new county seat. Two of the front-runners were Gering and Mitchell.
Also founded in 1887, Mitchell derived its name from the fort that formerly served the area and
sat on the north side of the North Platte River.23a Residents of both communities recognized the
benefits of becoming county seat and actively campaigned for the honor. In an attempt to sway
the election in favor of Gering, town officials promised to build a bridge across the North platte
River.235 The results of the initiat county seat election were inconclusive, but a subsequent run-
off resulted in Gering being declared the victor. On February 12,1889, Gering was officially
named the seat of Scotts Bluff County.236

Other towns were established in the county based largely upon the expansion of the railroads.
In December 1899, Lincoln Land Company-a Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad
(Burlington) subsidiary-platted 15 blocks of what would comprise the town of Scottsbluff on

"e Ramsey, Scottsbtuff: lgoo - 2ooo,8.

"o U'S. West Researc!, Ing., Nebrctska Historic Buildings Survey,lg, 26; North Platte Valley Museum, Images
of America: Gering, Scottsbluff, and Terrytown (CharlestonfSC: Ariadia þublishing, 2OOg), i .

m, "' \ob:n J. Young, 'jThe ft-oryo_f Scottsbluff in Bl9f," ir Scottsblulf ancl the North platte Valley, comp.'Ihonras L. Green, (N.p.: scottsbluff Golden Jubilee celebration commiäee, n.d,),7-9.

'32 U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buitdings Survey, 19.

, . . "t Sources vary on the uumber of srnaller counties that came out of the division of Cheyenne County. One
hlstory reco¡ds seven, another notes five, while yet another names four smaller counties but does not asciibe a total
number. U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Histor.ic B.uildings Suney,lg; North Platte Valley Museum, Imagis of
Am.erica, S; Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9. -

t'o U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraslca Historic Buildings Survey,33.

"' U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,26; North Platte Valley Museum, Images of
America, T.

'3ó U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buitdings Survey, 19.
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the north side of the North Platte River. Within two months, and in stark contrast to Gering's--

long wait for the Union Pacific, the Burlington Railroad had extended its line to Scottsbluff.2s1

Railroads

Railroads played a key role in the economic and agricultural success of the North Platte

Valley in the earþ 1900s. Freight trains carried agricultural goods such as the valley's

tremendou, *ugui beet crop to larger markets, while passenger rail transported people to and

from the valley. Although the Uni,on Pacific Railroad had completed surveys of the area south of
the North Platte River well before the tum of the century, the Burlington line was the first to

physically enter the valley in 1900. The Burlington line fostered the formation of towns along the

ãodh side of the river anil served to promote the growth of these towns at a more rapid pace than

their counterparts to the south. The town of Scottsbluff developed, in the words of Robert
young, "Riding on the back of the Burlington."238 Butlington managers hoped that their line

would sufficiently service the territory a^nd entice people from the south side of the river to move

north, but events unfolded differently.23e

The residents of towns such as Gering held firm on the south bank of the North Platte,

waiting for the Union Pacific. In 1907, construction began on the line. Four years later, on

Octobãr 8, 1911, the first train finally entered Gering.2a0 The arrival of the Union Pacific,.which

also provided passenger and freight service, creatediompetition for the Burlington line.2ai Both

rail lines benef,rted fróm the growth of agriculture in the region, and their business increased

seasonally during the sugar beet harvest. Union Pacific added extra freight trains during the

autumn tó satisfy demand, while the Burlington boosted its service "from one train running three

times a week to ten to twelve fast fi'eight s per day."2a2

lrrigation

According to Jane Barbour Ramsey, the first use of inigation in the North Platte Valley

occurred when a few men channeled water from Winters Creek, a few miles east of the town of
Scottsbluff, to irrigate 5 acres (Ramsey did not provide a date). The result, she wrote, was "a flne

crop in the fertile áiluvial soil."243 others soon recognizedthe potential of the land for irrigated

agrìculture. In 1887, the first formal construction of irrigation works began under the initiative of

Cãptain William R. Akers, who organizedthe Farmers Canal Company to develop irrigation in

the valley.2oo The company constructed approximately ten miles of canal before running out of

'37 U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buitdings Survey,36-37; North Platte Valley Museum, Images

of America, S.

238 Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9'

"e Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraska; The First I00 Years (Dallas: Curtis Media-Corporation,

tSSS), ZZ; Ñà"fi¡ Þtutt" Valley Museum, Ima"ges of Anterica, S; U.S. West Research, lnc., Nebraska Historic

Buildings Survey,26.
240 North Platte Valley Museum, Images of America,32'
2ar Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebrqska: the First 100 Years,24.

ta' U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,35.

'ot Ratnsey, Scottsbluff: 1900 - 2000,11-12.

'40 Ramsey, Scottsbluff: 1900 - 2000,11-12.
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funds, but the initial developrnent confirmed the utility of iruigation in the valley and generated
interest in fuither expansion of an irrigation system.tat The Farmers Canal Company was able to
sell its fledgling works to an eastern investor, and the company subsequently succeeded in
selling enough bonds to raise roughly $450,000 for construction of more canals. It built nearly
150 miles of canal over the next two years before a financial panic in 1893 brought expansion to
a stop.2a6

Other canal companies began operating in the area before the turn of the century. The
Minatare Canal Imigation Company, Winter Creek Canal Company, and Enterprise Ditch
Company all worked toward developing iruigation in the valley, although none successfully
completed._full irrigation wotks, due to insufficient funds and a lack of adequate water storage
facilities.2aT

In 1895, the Nebraska state legislature provided support for irrigation development, passing
an "irigation district law pe-rmitting the formation of districts with power to assess land for
irrigation improvements."24s It was not until the early 1900s, however, that large-scale irrigation
development of the Norlh Platte Valley began, due primarily to federal promotion of
reclamation.ln 1902, Congress passed the Federal Reclamation Act, providing financial support
through the sale of public lands for the construction of water storage facilities. The act also
provided funds for the s^u.rvey of lands and subsequent construction of inigation works to supply
water to irrigable lands.2ae

On March 14,1903, the Secretary of the Interior authorized the North Platte Project,
encompassing portions of Wyoming and Nebraska. Initially called the Sweetwater Project, it
began with the construction of Pathfinder Dam in Wyoming and the Interstate Canal. Completed
in 1921, the project stretched 111 miles along the North Platte River, irrigating nearly 400,000
acres in four irrigation districts, with the city of Scottsbluff virtually at the center of the
developed area. The North Platte Project ultimately included over 2,000 miles of canals and
laterals, with five reservoirs for water storage.2s0

Three specific canals are directly associated with Scotts Bluff National Monument: the
Gering-Fort Laramie Canal, the Mitchell-Gering Canal, and the Central Canal. Constructed
between 1915 and 1924,the Gering-Fort Laramie Canal receives water from the North Platte
River diverted by the Whalen Diversion Dam, which was constructed in 1909.25r The canal itself
extends 130 miles.252 It enters the monument in the southeast corner and heads approximately
north-northeast before exiting the park.

245 Lester A. Danielson, "Irrigation," in Green, Scottsbtuff and the North Platte Valley, 7 5.
taó U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraskø Historic Buildings Survey,2O; Ramsey, Scottsbtuff: 1g00 - 2000,
2at U.S. West Research, lnc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,20.
208 Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraslca: the First 100 Years,3l.
2ae Ramsey, Scottsbluff: 1900 - 2000,14; U.S. Vy'est Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,2l;

Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraska: the First 100 Years,37.
250 Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraskø: the First 100 Years,3l-33; Rams ey, Scottsbluff: 1900 -

2000,15; U.S. West Research, Inc,, Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,20.
2'1 "North Platte Project," File: Irrigation, Vertical Files, Norlh Platte Valley Museum, Gering, Nçbraska

[NPVM]; Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraska: the First 100 Years,32.
252 Gering Centennial Comrnittee, Gering, Nebraska; the First 100 Years,32.
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The Mitchell-Gering Canal combined the efforts of two private companies: the Mitchell

Isigation District, organized in 1890, and the Gering Irrigation District, established in 1895.

Formed during the push for the development of irrigation in the North Platte Valley, the two

districts collectively encompassed over 25,000 acres of land. West of the present monument

bouldary, the canal falls under the jurisdiction of the Mitchell Irrigation District; the Gering

Irrigation District begins at the boundary and continues to the east. The canal enters through the

northwest comer of the monument and exits via the northeast corner, traversing badlands along

the way. The Gering Inigation District holds a right-of-way for the canal dating to approximately

1900, with actual construction occurring between I 898 and 1900, although minor changes to its

course through the monument have occurred over time."''

The Central Canal, operated by the privately held Central lrrigation District, draws directly

from the North Platte River near the northern border of the monument and runs parallel to the

river in an east-southeast direction out of the park and into Terytown. The irrigation district

formed in the late 1800s and is one of several companies charged with maintaining the Gering

Valley Drain Project.2sa

The Sugar Beet lndustrY

The development of irigation triggered an agricultural explosion in the North Platte Valley,

of which the most important crop was sugar beets. Even prior to the construction of irrigation

canals, farmers in Nebraska had attempted to grow beets. In 1888, the first sugar beet factory in
Nebraska, ald only the second in the nation, was constructed at Grand Island, but the lack of
adequate rainfall proved an obstacle to the successful cultivation of beets.25s Eager to bolster the

development of agriculture within the regiol, the state of Nebraska instituted "a bounty of one

cent peì pound" fór sugar produced in state.256 While this initiative led to the construction of
additionàl sugar beet factories in the state, the acreage of beet crops did not increase significantly

in the absence of irrigation.2sT

In 1904, on an experimental basis, the Standard Beet Sugar Company issued the first

contracts for beets in Scotts Bluff County. Roughly 160 acres were planted that year. The

experiment was a success, and irrigation was the deciding factor. It allowed water to be applied

*h.n needed and in set amounts, instead of relying on rainfall.ttt Ovet the next five years,

a¡¡eageplanted to sugar beets increased exponãntially, reaching 3,000 acres in 1g0g.zse

The success of beet cultivation in the Norlh Platte Valley led the Scottsbluff Chamber of
Commerce to pursue local development of the sugar industry proactively. In 1908, the chamber

sent a delegation to Great Western Sugar Company's office in Denver, with the goal of

253 Danielson, "Irrigation," 7 9-80.
254 Danielson , "krigation," 79.

"t U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,42;R. J. Seger, "Beet Sugar Industry of
Nebraska," Nebraska's Own Magøzine, October 1929,26.

"('U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,42.

'5t U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraslca Historic Buildings Survey,42-43'
25s U.S. West Research, lnc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,43; Seger, "Beet Sugar Industry of

Nebraska," 26.

2tn Seger, "Beet Sugar Industry of Nebraska," 26.
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persuading the company to build a factory in Scottsbluff. The following year, Great Western
assigned a representative to Scottsbluffto purchase a factory site and to secure contracts for
12,000 acres of beets. Great Vy'estern subsequently relocated a sugar factory from Ames,
Nebraska, to Scottsbluff and had it operational in time to process the autumn 1910 harvest.260

Figure 6.1: Scottsbluff Sugar Factory.
Source: Nebraska State Historical Society, RG I308, S43l-94.

Sugar beets were the catalyst for economic success in the region, with many local
communities benefitting from the crop. It was reported that "fs]hortly after the f,rrst year of
raising beets almost every farmer had established credit and prospered; the towns in the Valley
blossomed with the best merchandise; the bank prospered as no where [sic] else in the state."26l
As Robert Young wrote in his brief history of Scottsblufl "For miles around, farmers hauled
sugar beets to the Scottsbluff factory. Many financed their crops at Scottsbluff banks, and most
did their trading at Scottsbluff stores."262

The success of Great Western's facility in Scottsbluff led to further growth of the sugar
industry. In 1916, the company constructed a factory in Gering. Four years later, it built a plant
in Mitchell . By 1929, sugar beets, the crop that started as a 160-acre experiment had expanded to

'uo U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buitdings Survey,44; Donald E. Christensen, Coming Home to
$cot!1bluff, Nebraskct: The First One Hundred Years (Yhginia Beach, VA: The Donning Company/Publishers,
1999), 73-7 4; J, Ç McC,1eary, "How the Beet Sugar Industry Came to the North Platte Valley;' in Green, Scottsbluff
and the North Platte Valley,5l.

26r As quoted in U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buitdings Survey,34-35.

'ó' Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9.
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75,000 acres under cultivation within the valley.2u' Sugu. beet agriculture was highly profîtable

and was a key factor in shaping the local economy from 1910 forward.26a

Although cattle grazingin the region had faded into obscurity toward the end of the 1800s,

the rise of ágricultu ie revitalized the local livestock industry.t6' R. J. Seger wrote in 1929,

Stock feeding and clairying are a logical sequence to beet growing. . . . Beet tops, which are left in
the fields at the time that the beets are harvested and beet pulp, which is a by-product of the sugar

factories, and which can be obtained in either the wet or dried form, make comparatively cheap

feeds which are utilized extensively in stock feeding operations. Dairymen also find beet tops and

pulp satisfactory feeds for dairy cattIe.266

Maynard S. Clement commented, "It is truly said 'ThatJhe Sugar Beet is two crops in one.' One

is a crop of sugar and the other is a crop of stock feed."'"'

Farmers began to raise sheep and cattle on the remnants of sugar beels_^and crops of alfalfa,
and the livestock, in turn, produced much-needed fertilizer for the fields.268 The offshoot
livestock industry prospered and resulted in the development of auctions and packing plants

within Scottsbluff and the sumounding communities.'Óv The North Platte Valley quickly became

"one of the principal beef and lamb producing area_s in the United States," with the town of
Scottsbluff at the center of the local cattle market.z/u Even on the national market, local
stockman Fred Attebery's cattle brought in the top bids in Chicago 167 times between 1928 and

1945.271

Other agriculture profited from irrigation development in the valley as well. While affalfa
became a highly valuable crop for the local livestock industry, other products went to broader

markets. Potatoes were an early successful commodity. At one time, Scotts Bluff County ranked

fourth in the nation in potato production, although planting f,relds to potatoes has since

declined.2Tt Along with potatoes, beans became one of the most lucrative crops to come out of
the valley. Originally introduced by the Scotts Bluff County Farm Bureau, beans were one of the

top three.rop, in thå area by 1927 .213 Grains and corn also flourished in the fertile soil.27a

263 Seger, "Beet Sugar Industry of Nebraska," 26; U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings
Survey,35.

'oo U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska lfistoric Buildings Survey, 41.

265 Christense n, Coruing Home to Scottsblulf, 80; Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9.

'ó6 Sege., "Beet Sugar Industry of Nebraska," 27.

267 Mayrtard S. Clement, "The Beet Sugar Industry," in Green, Scottsbluff and the North Platte Valley,58.
t68 Mccreary, "How the Beet Sugar Industry Came to the North Platte Valley," 55.

2óe Christettsen, Coming Home to Scottsbluff, Sl.
2t0 Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9; Christensen, Comíng Home to Scottsbluff,Sl.
2tr Christensen, Coming Home to Scottsbluff, S0.

'1'Young, "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief," 7-9.

273 Christensen, Coming Hotne to Scottsbluff, Tg; Phil Sheldon, "Farming Under Irrigation," in Green,
Scottsblu.ff and the North Platte Valley, 43.

"a Dr. G. E. Condra, "Soils," inNorth Platte Valley, Nebraska-L\/yonting, (N.p.: Associated Chambers of
Commerce of the NoÍh Platte Valley, n.d.), 8; U.S. West Research, Itc.,Nebraska Historic Buildin.gs Survey,22.
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Labor and lmmigration

The development of irrigation and agriculture in the North Platte Valley triggered
immigration to the region in the early twentieth century, including an influx of diverse ethnic
groups. Sugar beet cultivation required considerable manual labor, with an estimated 200
workers per 1,000 acres of beets in the early twentieth century. V/hen they were not harvesting
sugar beets, laborers could work on other local crops-such as potatoes, beans, and alfalfa hay-
whose seasonal rhythms dovetailed nicely with beet agriculture. Farm laborers could settle in the
Scottsbluff area and find sufhcient employment, rather than constantly moving from place to
place for work. Foreign immigrants, particularly German-Russians, Japanese, and Mexicans,
provided a significant proportion of that labor.27s

One of the earliest immigrant groups to arrive in the area was Germans from Russia, or
German-Russians. These ethnic Germans were descended from immigrants who had originally
moved to the Volga River valley of Russia under incentives offered by Catherine the Great in the
mid-eighteenth century to foster agricultural settlement. However, increasing political and
economic tensions toward the end of the nineteenth century motivated some families to leave
Russia in search of better living conditions. Enticed by advertisements for the settlement of the
American West, many German-Russians made new homes in Nebraska, in a landscape similar to
that of the Russian Steppe.276 They settled first in the eastern portion of the state and found
employment in the sugar beet fields. As the beet industry grew in western Nebraska, the Great.Western 

Sugar Company recognized the need for additional labor. Great Western actively
recruited German-Russians to the North Platte Valley because of their sugar beet experience. The
immigrants eventually established permanent cornmunities in the region.21l

In the late 1800s, Japanese immigrants largely worked in the construction of railroads in the
Midwest and West, but with the decline in construction they pursued other avenues of
employment. Many of them ended up laboring on the sugar beet farms in Colorado.278 Similar to
the German-Russians, Japanese immigrants answered Great Western's call to work in western
Nebraska.2te Japanese farmers did weil with sugar beets, with some eventually establishing their
own farms. One Japanese immigrant recalled that *at 

a time when the average sugar beet yield
was 15 tons per acre, the Japanese farmers could raise more than20 tons."280 Not all Japanese
immigrants labored in the sugar beet fields, however. Many entered employment in the meat
packing-plants of the valley, while still others operated local restaurants and worked as chefs and
servers.'8t The Japanese, like the German-Russians, settled permanently in the area.

"t Seget, "Beet Sugar Industry of Nebraska," 27; Clement "The Beet Sugar Industry," 58.

"u U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,47-49; Sheryll Patterson-Black, Ethnic Life,
Agricultare, and the North Platte Valley (Crawford, NE: Cottonwood Press, 1984), 10.

"t U.S. Vy'est Research, Inc., Nebrqska Historic Buildings Survey,47-49; Christensen, Coming Home to
Scousblffi 167-68; Ramsey, Scottsblffi 1900 - 2000,31.

278 Ramsey, Scortsbtuff: 1900 - 2000,37 .

27e Ramsey, Scottsbtuf.f: 1900 - 2000, 37 .

'80 Hiram Kano, A History of the Japanese in Nebraska Q{.p.: Scottsbluff Public Library, lg84), 17

'8' U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,SO; Christens en, Coming Home to Scottsbluff,
165.
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As the early German-Russian and Japanese settlers transitioned into occupations other than

sugar beet farming, the demand for field labor again increased. At the same time, Mexicans were

moving nofth to the United States to escape difficult political and economic conditions under the

regime of Porfirio Diaz. GreatWestern turned to these immigrants as a labor resource. During

thã t920s, the number of Mexicans working for Great Western was so great that the company

constructed housing developments for Mexican laborers on the urban fringe in Scotts Bluff
County. Lots sold for $50, and the more permalg^nt nature of these communities led to a

significant Mexican presence within the valley.282

The influx of immigrants in the region occurred during a general population boom arising

from the developing agricultural economy of the North Platte Valley. From 1910 through 1930,

the population of Scotts Bluff County alone grew by over 20,000 people, from roughly 8,300

inhabitants in 1910 to over 28,500 residents two decades later. Aside from the increase in the

imrnigrant population, American Indians lived and worked in the agricultural economy of tlt"l

valley as well, working in potato and sugar beet fields alongside their foreign countetpafis.'"'' As

populations increased, the agricultural economy burgeoned, and the North Platte Valley began to

take on its present-day appearance.

'8' U.S. 'West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey,52-53'

"t U.S. West Research, Inc., Nebraska Historic Buiktings Survey,22; Christensen, Coming Home to Scottsblffi
I 68.
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7 . Establishment and Development of Scotts Bluff National
Monument

Early Efforts to Commemmorate the Oregon Trail
As the North Platte Valley

modemized, residents began to
appreciate the symbolic value of
the region's past. The
significance of the Oregon Trail
and the role the route played in
westem migration was an
important historical theme,
especially in Nebraska. The
Oregon Trail Memorial
Commission, founded in the
early 1900s, sought to locate the
trail within Nebraska where it
still existed and to place
commemorative markers along
its route.28a rn 1912, the
Nebraska Memorial Association
commissioned a series of granite
markers to be placed along the
Oregon Trail and at various
historic sites. On October 18,

1912, the text for the Mitchell
Pass marker was given to
Kimball Brothers of Lincoln,
Nebraska, for inscribing.
Although the marker itself is
dated 1912, it appears that it was
not officially set until 1913.285

The 1912 marker, which was
placed at the base of Scotts Bluff
near Mitchell Pass, was the first
formal, permanent
acknowledgment of the
importance of the Oregon Trail
in the Scotts Bluff vicinity.

Figure 7.12 1912 Oregon Trail Marker at Scotts Bluff National
Monument.
Transcription.' Oregon Trail marked by the State of Nebraska
1912.Trail passed 37 feet north of this point. Mitchell Pass.
Photo credit: Emily Greenwald, 2010.

284 Nebraska State Historical Society, "Finding Aid for Collection RG3908.AM: Nebraska Memorial
Association (Neb.)," lttp.¡¡w¡vit¡cþriulialutqryprg/!ib-alç¡4t&.¡rc1/i¡¡4riç1r{ll!lqrganizc/ncbr:as.l!r¡
gruurirrLltu; Nebraska State Historical Society, "Finding Aid for Collection RG2347.AM: Oregon Trail Memorial
Commission (Neb.)," http://lvr,vrv.neblasl<ahis].Sry.a¡!,[þ1ì&ltlrrs..¡!¡[rtaliLsc¡p!slq¡g4[lzc]qrcCr.l!l!qu!bt[ì.

'85 Andrea Faling, Nebraska State Historical Society, to Natalie Penin, June 16, 20 I I .
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Creation of the National Monument

Congress created the earliest national parks in a piecemeal fashion, tlir:ough the exercise of
what historian Alfrecl Runte callecl "scenic nationalism."286 Parks were created from lancls

thought to be worthless except for their scenic value.287 Through the 1906 Americau Antiquities
Act, Congress sought to extend federal protection to historic and prehistoric lesources on public
lands, which were then being looted and destroyed.288 The act authorized the president of the

United States to declare and reserve historic landmalks and "other objects of historic or scientif,tc
interest" on federal land as national monumentr."o In 1914, Senator G. M. Hitchcock of
Nebraska made the first formal suggestion to create such a mouument at Scotts Bluff. Hitchcock
explained that the mayor of Scottsbluff supported the idea. Congressrnan Moses P. Kinkaid of
Nebraska made a similar proposition in early lgl6.2e0

Congress created the NPS in 1916, with the duty to

prornote and regulate the use of the Federal areas known as uational parks, monuments, and

reservations herinafter specified by such means and measures as conform to the fundallental
purpose of the said parks, monurnents, and reservations, which pr"rrpose is to conserve the scenery
ancl the natural and historic objects and the wild life thereiu and to provicle for the enjoyr.nent of
the same in such n1aruler and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyr.nent of
future generations.2e I

Following this legislation, the number of national parks and rnonuments began to grow more
rapidly. Supporters of a national park or monument at Scotts Bluff stepped up their efforts in
response. Local leaders in Gering and Scottsbluff petitioned NPS Director Stephen Mather in
1918, and Secretary of the Interior Franklin Lane subsequently requested an investigation into
the feasibility of a national park or monurnent.2e2 Historian Alicia Barber noted that "coordinated
local efforts, not federal initiative," led to the more serious consideration of Scotts Bluff for
<lesignation as an NPS unit.2e3 Although some within the Depaftment of the Interior questionecl

Scotts Bluff s significance, Mather favored its protection as a national monurnent for its
association with the Oregon Trail and its potential for tourist development.2ea

President Woodrow Wilson created Scotts Bluff National Monument by Proclamation No.
1547 onDecember 12,Ig7g.2e5 Although he declared Scotts Bluff to be "the highest known

2s6 Alfrecl Runte, Nal¿lr.¡¡r ul Parks; The American Experience,3cl eclition (l-incoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1991),1 t,

287 Rtrrrte, Notit¡n¿tl Purks, 48-49.
tttDrightF. lìettie, OttrNalionalParlcs)tstent:Ctu-ing.forAnteric¿t'sGreotestNqturalcmdl-listoricTreasrtres

(Urbana: Univelsity of lllinois Press, 1995), 4-5.

'*o Act of .lune 8, 1906 (Arnerican Antiqr,rities Act),34 Stat. 225.
2e0 Harris, Ilistor-t, oÍ scotls BIulf Nat/onil Morutnent,II-12.

. te' Act of August 25,1916,39 Stat. 535.

2e2 Harris. Ili,story of ScorÍs Btulf Nati.onal Monutnent,12.
2e3 Alicia Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces: Public Menlory, Community Identity, ancl Landscape at

Scotts llluff National Monument," Anrcricun Studies 45, no. 2 (Summer 2004): 40.
2ea Harris, Ili,stor.v ol'Scotts BLLçfJ'Natbntrl Monuntent,l3-141 Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces," 41.

2es Proclanrat iot't 1547 , Decenrber 12, 1919, 4l Stat. 1779 .
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point within the State of Nebraska," this was an enor.'ou But the proclamation provided
additional j ustifications :

Whereas Mitchell Pass, lying to the south of said bluff, was traversed by the Old Oregon Trail and
said bluff was used as a landmark and renclezvous by thousands of immigrants and frontiersmen
travelling said trail effoute for new homes in the Northwest; and

Whereas, in view of these facts, as well as of the scientiflrc interest the region possesses from a
geological standpoint, it appears that the public interests will be promoted by reserving the lands
upon which said bluff and the said pass are located as a national monument

The original boundaries of the monument encompassed 2,053.83 acres. In 1924, President Calvin
Coolidge removed 160 acres from the monument by executive order. ln 1932, Herbert Hoover
added nearly 1,900 acres, consisting of "certain adjoining lands for administrative purposes and
the protection of a certain approach highway and additional features of scientif,rc interest . . . ."
Franklin Delano Roosevelt added a little over 53 acres in 1940, including public lands adjacent
to the monument and islands in the North Platte River. A resurvey of the boundaries in 1935
resulted in an increase of 182.90 acres. In1944, the monument contained3,476.2l acres,
1,184.12 acres of which were private inholdings.2e8

Early development at and near the monument was largely the product of local initiative. A
foot trail predated creation of the monument, and picnic tables had been placed at its base by
7g2l.zee Railroad companies and private concessionaires, typically the entities interested in
developing park sites atthattime, did not step in to create infrastructure. But, as Alicia Barber
explained,

community groups and individuals . . . personally funded many improvements to the original
picnic area and the foot trail to the summit. Locals installed a rifle range and modest country club,
complete with nine-hole golf course, all on monument grounds.3Oo

They also lobbied for a road to the summit of Scotts Bluff. Barber noted that local supporters of
the monument sought to draw in tourists, particularly "those interested in American heritage and
liberated by their'private cars to explore these interests."3Ol They found a champion in V/illie
Major (Will) Maupin, the first custodian of Scotts Bluff National Monument and editor of the
Gering Midwest. Although the NPS did not supporl such a road, local residents continued to
push for it.3o2

'e6 The text of the proclamation can be found in Appendix B of Ron Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National
Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History, 1960-1983," (Omaha: National Park Service, Midwest Regional
Office, 1983), http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online books/scbl/adhi/adhi.lrtrn.

2e7 Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History."
2e8 Executive Order No. 4008, May 9, 1924; Proclamation No. 1999, June I, 1932,47 Stat.2|l2;Proclamation

No. 2391, March 29,7940,54 Stat. 2690; Meruill J. Mattes, Custodian, to Superintendent, Rocky Mountain National
Park, November 20, 1944, File: "101 History-General (l of 2)," Box 196, Scotts Bluff National Monurnent,
National Parks and Monuments Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, Record Group 79: Records of the National
Park Service IRG 79], National Archives and Records Administration-Central Plains Region, Kansas City, Missouri
INARA-CPR].

2ee Harris, History of Scotts Blulf National Monument, 18.
300 Barber, "LocalPlaces, National Spaces," 44.

301 Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces," 44-45.
302 Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces," 45-46; Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument, 14, 16.

.:

l
:t

,

l

I

.ì

.t

:.:

j
.l
ì
i
1

.j

.:

..1

I
.,
l
j

,1

:j

l
,i

':i
:.

a

.:

.ìI
ì

j
1.ì
ì
i
l
!
I
1

¡j
ì
I
l
It
I

:
I
j
¡

x

¡
I
1

i
ì
i
i
I

I
I
I
j

ì
i
l

ì
ì
Iì
j

I
.i
i
ì

ï

I
,r{
l
l
!

.,1

I

i
!
¡

I
I

ffi
ffi

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 63



):::

.

r

In 1926, the NPS provided $500 to improve the existing trail to the summit, "contingent on

the local community's ability to raise an equal amount."3ot Bett Burrell, an NPS engineer
stationed at Yellowstone, designed the new trail, characteúzed by sharp switchbacks zig-zagging
up the bluff face. After the remaining $500 was raised in 1927,local Boy Scouts ltgJped build the

trail, which became known alternateiy as the ZigZagTrail or the Boy Scout Trail.30a

Figure 7.2: Zig Zag Trail, 1932.
Soul'ce: Administrative History Photographs, Scotts Bluff National Monutnent, sb2609.

In 1930, the Daughters of the American Revolution sponsored the construction of a stone

arch at the entrance of the trail to memorialize Hiram Scott (Memorial Arch). A plaque was also

installed in a boulder placed near the arch. William Henry Jackson attended the 1930

dedication.30s The NPS later relocated the boulder to Scotts Spring and ultimately removed it.
The plaque was moved to the summit in 1959.30ó Although the NPS later acquired the land in this
area, it chose not to maintain development there and has allowed the Memorial Arch to
deteriorate on site.

303 Custodian to Files, July 24,1941, File: 640 Trails and Bridges, Box 200, Scotts Bluff National Monument,
National Parks and Monuments Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR; Haris, History of Scotts
Bluff Nøtional Monument, 19.

304 Harris, History of Scotts Blulf Nationøl Monument, 19-21.
305 Harris, History of Scotts Bluff Natbnal Monumen.t,22-23.
306 Harris, History of Scotts Bluff Nationøl Monument, 42.
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Irigure 7.3: Scott Memorial Arch and Plaque.
Sourcc: Administlativc I-listoly Photoglaphs, Scotts llluff Natiolral Monumcnt, sb2(rl0

Tlre Park Service closed the ZigZagTrall in 1953, in part because of its visual intrusion on
the landscape, and in part because a 1933 boundary sllrvey indicated that the trail and picnic
groun<ls were on'plivate land.307 By the time it was closed, the trail hacl been etched into the east
face of Scotts Bluff so deeply that it is still visible today.

307 National Park Service, Great Plains Support Office, Cultural Landscapes Program, "scotts BlulTNational
Motrunrent, Nebraska: C,!!uf! Landscape Inventory," 1996, 11 flrereaftel citecl as "er.rltural Landscape lnventory"];
I larris, IIi,s lo rv tf' Sco tÍs B I uf/' N u t b n o I M o n u nte n t, 3 1 .
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Figure 7.4: ZigZagTrail and Memorial Arch Ruins.
Photo credit: Natalie Perrin, 201 I .

New Deal Construction, 1933-1939

The first major building campaign at Scotts Bluff occurred during and because of the New
Deal. In an effort to lift the United States out of economic depression, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and Congress launched a series of relief programs starting in 1933, several of which
provided work for the unemployed. Young men, in particular, were put to work on infrastructure
projects at NPS sites, such as the Grand Canyon and Acadia.t0t At Scotts Bluff, projects included
a road to the summit, trails, an Oregon Trail museum, and administrative facilities.

308 National Park Service, "Grand Canyon Civilian Conservation Corps,"
LLtp://r,vr,vlv.nps.gov/grca/histor-vcì.rltLrrelccc.htrn; National Park Service, "Civilian Conservation Corps-Acadia
National Park," http://r,vr,v,,v.nps.gov/acad/histolvcLrlture/ccc.hlm.
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Figure 7.5: View to Nortli Before Museum Construction, 1935.
Sout'ce: Aclnlinistl'ativc History Photoglaplis, Scotts Bluff National Monunrent, sb26l5.

Early construction at Scotts Bluff fit into the "mstic" style that the NPS favored at the tirne.
In 1935, architect Albert Good wrote that rustic style, "through the use of native materials in
proper scale, and through the avoidance of ligid straight lines, and over-sophistication, gives the
fèeling of having been executecl by pioneer cl'aftslnen with limitecl hand tools. It thus achieves
sympathy with natural surroundings and with the past."30e NPS landscape architects also
emphasized naturalistic roads in this period. Thror.rgh careful engineering, they sought to blend
roads into the surrorurding vegetation and landforms, improving visitors' aesthetic experiences
while also preventing erosioll.'' "'

Local supporters of a road to the summit found a federal ally in Horace Albright, who
became directol of the NPS in 1931. While visiting Scotts Bluff that year, Albright expressed
support for a sumtnit road on the condition "that it is feasible both from the standpoint of
errgineering ancl of preservation of the landscape features of the Bluff." He formally approved
the road in March lg32.3t I The Burear-r of Public Roads (BPR) had actually begun surveys in
193 1, before Albright's visit, but lack of funding delayed construction until 1933.312 The Civil

^ 
30e As quoteq in Linda Flint McClell and, Buikling Íh.e N¿ttionctl Pctrks Ílisbric Lcrnclscape l)esign ant{

ConsÍrucliott (Baltimore: The Johns Flopkins University Press, 1998), 434.
'tr0 Mcclellan d,, Bttiltling the NaÍionctl Parks, 201-1 l.

_ -t" Alicia llarber, "scotts Blufl'sunmrit Road, I{AER No. NB-11," }{istoric American tingineering Recorcl,
2000, I 8. Barber clescribes Albright's role in greater detail in "l.ocal Places, National Spaces,'t 48-49. 

-
3I2 Harris, Hi.,'Ír¡ry of Scotts Blufl'Nctl.ictnal Monuntent,25-27.
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Works Administration (CV/A), a New Deal program, provided the initial funding and the BPR
oversaw the project.3l3

The NPS decided to build the road into the west side of the bluff for a number of reasons. It
avoided private property on the east side of the bluff, offered a reasonable road grade, allowed,.
the road to be better obscured from view, and avoided any potential impacts to Mitchell Pass.''*
A private contractor carried out the work, and laborers were hired through the Scotts Bluff
County Re-Employment Office. Because of the manpower avai]able, construction began
simultaneouslyon the first tunnel and the summit parking area.3l5

Figure 7.6: Summit Road and Trail.
Photo credit: Emily Greenwald, 2010.

Work completed between 1933 and 1934 included the summit parking area, two of the three
tunnels, and a new trail to the summit featuring a tunnel through a fin on the bluff s east side.3l6

Diff,rculties arose in early 1934, when the CV/A began to run into funding ceilings. At the end of

313 Barber, "Loçal Places, National Spaces," 50, 53,

3la Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History"; Barber, "scotts Bluff
Summit Road, HAER No. NE- I 1," 19 .

3't Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,2T-28.
3ró Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces," 53; Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-l l,- 22.
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March, the CWA
following month.
were available.3lT

terminated its programs, although some work continued at scotts Bluff the
From April 1934 to April 1935, very little construction occurred, as few funds

Figure 7.7: Tunnels on Summit Road.
Photo credit: Emily Greenwald, 2010.

The NPS obtained Emergency Appropriation Act funds to resume the work in December
1934, and additional funding subsequently came from the Public Works Administration. Men
employed by the Emergency Relief Administration (ERA) supplied the initial labor. But when a
stoppage of work led to the ERA crews being reassigned, Scotts Bluff Custodian Harold Cook
recruited men from the Emergency Conservqti_on Work program, resulting in the establishment
of a CCC camp at Scotts Bluff in May l935.rrB

3r7 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No
Monument,30.

3r8 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAERNo.

NE- I 1 ," 23 , 25; Hanis, History of Scotts B luff Nationul

NE-tl," 25-27.
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Figure 7.8: Pedestrian Tunnel on Trail to Summit.
Photo credit: Emily Greenwald, 2010.

The CCC, created in 1933, organized young, unemployed men into a labor force along
military lines and put them to work on conservation and construction projects. Franklin
Roosevelt had begun a similar program as governor of New York, using the unemployed for
"reforestation projects clearing underbrush, fighting fires, controlling insects, constructing roads

and trails, impioving forest ponOr and lakes, Jnd developing recreation facilities."3re Upon
becoming president in 1933, Roosevelt called for 500,000 men to be trained by the army and

3re Johtr C. Paige, The Civitian Conservation Corps and the National Park Service, 1933-1942 (N.p.: National
Park Service, 1985),3.
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then put to work on projects overseen by the departments of Agriculture and Interior.320 On
March 3I,1933, he signed the Emergency Conservation Work Act, which authorized relief for
the unemployed by putting them to work "for the restoration of the country's depleted natural
resources and the advancement of an orderly program of useful public works The NPS
responded quicklylo the new legislation, developing CCC work programs out of its master plans
for various parks.322

Figure 7.9: CCC Boys Making Bricks.
Source: Photograph Files, North Platte Valley Museum.

In 1935, Company 762 of the CCC was stationed at Red Cloud, Nebraska. It was due to
relocate to the Ozarks, but "[a] last minute change in travelling orders resulted in the transfer of
the Red Cloud unit of 200 men here," a newspaper article reported.323 The company established
CCC Camp #NM-1 in the badlands area, between the bluff and the North Platte River. The camp

320 Paige, The Civilian Conservøtion Corps ancl the National park Service, T .

321 Actof March 31, 1933, 48 Stat. 22;Paige, The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Park Service,
7-10.

"'Parge, The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National park Service,38.

^ ^:t "CCC Unjt Expected Hgry by Thyr¡day," clipping from unidentified newspaper," May 19,1935, File:
C.C.C. Camps, V-ertical Files, NPVIM; "CCC Group Starts Task at Campsite," clifping from unidentified
newspaper, June 30, 1935, File: C.C.C. Camps, Vertical Files, NpVM. -
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was reachable by a ditch rider's road paralleling the Gering Canal. CCC men completed
construction of the camp barracks in August 1935, using adobe bricks that they fabricated on

. 1)A
slte^--'

Figure 7.10: Camp NM #1 from North.
Source: Adrninistrative History Photographs, Scotts Bluff National Monument, sb2652.

Although the CCC camp 'owas evidently intended to be semi-permanent," according to
historian Earl Hanis, it was later removed.325 Construction of the first truly permanent building
atthe monument, the Oregon Trail Museum, began in 1935. NPS landscape architect Howard W.
Baker designed the structure, and CCC enrollees built it, using traditional brick. Although the

NPS had intended to build a ranger's residence and comfort station the same year, funding
permitted only the completion olth" first unit of the museum.3t6 The museum was finished on
June 21, 1935, and opened to the public on July 16,1936. V/illiam Henry Jackson spoke at the

dedication on that day, which was timed to coincide with the annual Oregon_Trail Days
celebration in Gering. Permanent exhibits were installed by October 1936.327 From the start, the

324 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-l 1," 27; Alan W. O'Bright, "Trail Oasis: Historic
Structure Report, Visitor Center (HS-2), Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebraska," November 200I,31.

325 Hards, History of Scotts Bluff National Monurnent, 3 1 . The CCC departed in 193 8 and the camp sttuctures
were removed the followingyear. Hanis, 38-39.

3'6 o'B.ight, "Trail oasis," 18-19.
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museum intetpreted the broaderhistory of overland migration, rather than focusing on the
specific history of Scotts Bluff.328

Figure 7.11: Oregon Trail Museum, cfuca 1936.
Soulce: Nebraska State Historical Society, RG 1308, S43l-1.

Also in 1935, the CCC continued work on the summit road, built a water supply system,
installed boundary fences, and created a new picnic area west of Mitchell Pass and south of the
road (now Old Oregon Trail).32e Construction of the Summit Road finished in 1937, and the park
service opened it.for use on Septemb er 19, Ig37 .330

Construction of the next segment of the Visitor Center and Museum occurred between 1937
and 1938.331 Although the 193i section had been built of traditional brick, the addition and other
contemporary structures at the monument were built with adobe brick manufactured on site. A
stucco surface unites the different sections. In a study of the Visitor Center, NPS historical
architect Al O'Bright theorized that Baker might have had in mind Nebraska sod houses or
Spanish colonial style, then experiencing a revival, when he designed the monument's
adrninistrative area. O'Bright also noted similarities between the Visitor Center and the historic,

327 Chas. E. Randles, Superintendent's Narrative Reporl, October 1936, File: Custodian's Monthly Report
(l?15 3qI_Box-l, lgries 1, Administrative Subject Files 1933-1969, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Rö 79,
NARA-CPR; "Key Events in the History of Scotts Bluff," Prairie Magazine, August 1997,7, File: Museum
Development, Manuscript File, Curatorial Files, SBNM; Harris, Hßtory of Sconl nluff National Monument,36-3j.

3'8 Barber, "LocalPlaces, National Spaces," 53.
32e Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,34.
330 Harris, History of Scotts Btu/f National Mon.ument,37.
t3t O'Bright, "Trail Oasis," 19.
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non-extant Fort Mitchell, as William Henry Jackson had depicted it in 1866 drawings. O'Bright
commented, "Whether Baker knew of these drawings prior to his design work is unknown."332

tr'igure 7.12: Construction of Adobe Brick Addition to Oregon Trail Museum,1937.
Sourcel Administrative History Photographs, SBNM, sbI83.

The decision to use adobe appears to have been largely a function of cost. Assistant

Landscape Architect S. Serrano explained,

Last sunrmer the existing museum unit was completed at an approximate cost of $9,000.00. The

funds were secured through a P.W.A. allotment. Only a portion of the proposed museum building
was completed because the lack of funds made its completion impossible at that time. . . .

Shortly after completion of that portion of the museum building of which I have spoken Chief

Architect Vint visited Scotts Bluff National Monument. Feeling that it would be extremely

difficult and perhaps inpossible to obtain additional P.W.A. allotments for the completion of the

museum and other proposed headquarters area buildings; the idea occurred to him that our plans

for the contemplated combined headquarters and utility groups could be made to materialize by
adopting adobe as a building material and doing the work under E.C.rùy'. He reasoned that in that

way and that way alone could our plans for a completed headquarters development become a

reality.

We all know that Scotts Bluff lies in an area where sod house civilization prevailed in the early

days when Nebraska was in its f,irst stage of development. We are also aware of the fact that adobe

buildings are typical of [the] southwestern United States and decidedly foreign to the Scotts Bluff
region. Mr. Vint recommended the adoption of adobe as a building material not because he

considers it appropriate for that area, but because it was the only way in which comparatively long

lasting headquarters buildings could be constructed under the existing E.C.W. limitations. The use
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t" o'B.ight, "Trail oasis," 24-25.
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ofadobe was suggested only as a last resorl. Ifadequate funds had been available regular brick
would have been used throughout the entire headquarters developrnent.333

Howard Baker later noted that the building would be stuccoed to integrate the regular brick and
adobe sections.334 This idea aplears to have originated with Georg. Nuror, the NpS regional
landscape architect in Omaha.rrj

ln 1937, Merrill Mattes catalogued the work underway, including a geology and
paleontology wing for the museum.336 He wrote,

The present museum wing is made of standard brick. Additional units at the headquarters area are
or will be made of sun-baked adobe brick (native Brule clay mixed with straw), Units completed
(May 1937) are an equipment shed and adobe walls forming utility courts. Units to be finished this
surnmer include an additional museum wing, ranger's office and quarters, custodian's office and
work-room, ranger's residence and clouble comfort station.337

Additions to the museum building, along with the Ranger's Residence (which now serves as
Adminishative offices), were completed in 1938 in a similar adobe style.338

, ^^ -"11 S9y9qo.{s.sistant Land-scqpe Architect, to Howard W. Baker, Resident Landscape Architect, June 23,
1936, File: 621 CCC Projects 5/36 Thru 2 of 2,Box 199, Scotts Bluff National MonumentjNadonal párks and 

'
Monuments Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

- ^^:^,Ho.ward^Baker, Pistrict Lgld¡9qne Architect, to George Nason, Regional Landscape Architect, October 8,
1936,1, File: 621 CCC Projects 5/36 Thtu 2 of 2,Box 199, Siotts Bluff Nãtional Monumènt, National parks and
Monuments Central Classif,red Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

George-Naso-n for Paul V. Brown to Howard W. Baker, Resiclent Landscape Architect, Rocky Mountain
National Park, July7, 1938, File: 621 çqç Projects 5136Tbru2 of 2, Box 199, Sôotts Bluff Ñationai Monument,
National Parks and Monuments central classif,red Files, r936-1952, RG 79, ñARA-cpR.

336 Merrill J. Mattes, comp., "Handbook fo_r.Enrollee Guides, Scotts Bluff National Monument," May 17, 1937,
9, File: " 000 General Corr.," Box 196, Scotts Bluff National Monument, National Parks and Monumenté Central
C1assified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

337 Merrill J. Mattes, com.p= "Hq1d!o-ok folEnroll_ee Guides, Scotts Bluff National Monument, " May 17, 7937,
!0, Filg: " 000 General Corr.," Box 196, Scotts Bluff National lv{onument, National Parks and Monuments Cêntral 

'

Classif,red Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.
338 Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,39.

'j

.:i
j
,

.:1

'a:
'..::

f¡

ì
.ì
.. ìj

]i
ìì
.lrt:l

'."1
:..,1

..l
',j

rr':i

'i,:l

,.'*

.'ì

:J
':ì
.:,tì
, ..i
..1
t:l

.,,jj
.l
J

.ì'.,$

,,1
I ,;,,{j
, ':l

Æ
:li.i:,S

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 75



.{t

,¡:t
'iìl

l!:
'¡Ì:i

in

þ
:rl:
''Ìl

:5.i

'ì;I

r.iia

i?ri
iça

1¡
::i
;ll

.,r

È
ts
.Yì

!:1¡:.

!-\:i

ffi

]åli

:.*:

Èl

åì

'E

Figure 7.13: Visitor Center and Museum, Ranger's Residence, circa 1938.
Source: Nebraska State Historical Society, RGl308-02, 5431-2.

The CCC continued to work on various projects at the monument between 1936 and 1938,

including the restoration of Scotts Spring in 1936. A document from the CCC camp explained

that the spring "has been trapped into an unsightly mud puddle by cattle, [in] recent years. As

this is on the trail to the Summit, it is highly important that this be cleaned up, be cemented, and

put into practical condition, for use and made a sightly attraction, instead of an unsightly mud

Îrole, and its fine water againbe made available foï use."33e Following the project's completion,

Howard Baker commented, "The Scotts spring which was formerly a water hole for cattle in this

region has been excavated and collected into [a] small basin and now produces a very nice flow
of water."34o

33e Scotts Bluff National Monument Camp NM-1, Sixth Enrollment Period Starting October l, 1935,

Justifications, Box 199, Scotts Bluff NationalMonument, National Parks and Monuments Central Classified Files,
1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

340 Howard Baker, District Landscape Architect, to George Nason, Regional Landscape Architect, October 8,

1936,2,Flle:621CCC Projects 5/36 Tliru 2 of 2,Box 199, Siotts Bluff National Monument, National Parks and

Monuments Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.
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The CCC company departed in 1938, although W-g1ks Progress Administration (WPA)
laborers completed some additional projects in 1939.30t On lyly 2,1940, District Engineer
Clifford Shoemaker completed a final inspection of the road.3a2 This marked the end of the first
construction campaign at Scotts Bluff. The new road and museum appear to have helped to boost
visitation at Scotts Bluff. While approximately 10,000 people visited the monument in 1934,the
annual figure climbed during the 1930s and reached 82,305 in 1939.343

Development and Undevelopment, 1940-195S

Little further development of the monument occurred in the 1940s, but patterns of use
became established during this decade, which the NPS responded to by altering the built
landscape. Local users, rather than passing tourists, largely drove these changes. While the NPS
built some additional infrastructure, such as enlarging the summit parking lot, it increasingly
sought to remove damaging or nonconforming facilities, in the interest of protecting the
environment and maintaining consistency with the monument's purpose.

From 1939 to 1951, the All-American Soap Box Derby held an annual race atthe bottom of
the Summit Road, drawing thousands of spectators from the surrounding area. Park service staff
were uneasy with this use of the monument and regularly expressed concern about the potential
environmental damage.3aa They did their best to control the impacts of the crowd and tÀe huge
number of cars the spectators parked at the site. The Soap Box Derby was not held in 1952,
which Regional Director Howard Baker called good news, praising the Scotts Bluff
superintendent for "eliminating this type of use from the Monument."345

Other popular events included sunrise Easter services on the bluff, company and family
picnics, and gatherings of such organizations as the Nebraska Council of Women's
Demonstration Project Clubs and the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Nebraska and'Wyoming.'ou
The thousands of cars that arrived for such events did serious environmental damage and left
permanent scars on the land_scape. The NPS enlarged the summit parking lot in 1940 in order to
accommodate visitor use. 3ot Merrill Mattes later reflected on the þroblem, noting, "We had
some terrible traffic jams. You'd have cars waiting to get up there and Rangers trying to
encourage people to get on out of there. People didn't want to. They'd spend the day."3a8

34r Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,42.
342 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-l1," 44.

httn ://www. nps. gov/hi story/hi story/on l in e_books/scbl/adhi/appf. htm.
344 Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,43-44;Barber,"LocalPlaces, National Spaces," 56.
345 Howard W. Baker, RegionalDirector, to S,uperintendent, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Aprrl 4, 1952,

File: [missing label, subject is Soap Box Derby], Curatorial Files, SBNM.

. -3a6 
Barber, "scofts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1," 46.Eastu sunrise services were first held in 1939,

but bad weather led to cancellations in 1940 and 1941, and no service was held in 1942 because of the war. A. Lynn
Ç_offrn, Acting Custodian, to Rose D. Meyer, 212311943, File: "Publicity I of 2," Box 197, Scotts Bluff National"
Monument, National Parks and Monuments Central Classified Files, t936-1952, RG 79, ÑARA-CPR.

3a? Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History."
348 

Quoted in Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History."

,w
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Figure 7.14:
Soap Box
Derby.
Source: Robert
Bucllong to
Superintendent,
Rocky Mountain
National Park,
Septernber 26,
1947, Curatorial
Files, Scotts
Bluff National
Monument.
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Sometime in or before 1940, the Bureau of Reclamation replaced its existing power line
poles with what Custodian Mattes called "a new set of bigger and more obtrusive poles." He
complained about the "unsightly" power line and hoped for its removal "to anotheì point where
it will not spoil the historic integrity of the Mitchell Pass-Oregon Trail route."34e

Heavy use of the monument prompted the NPS to step up its protection of the delicate
landscape. In 1939, it decided to close the picnic area west of Mitchell Pass. Mattes explained
that visitors had chopped down trees and le&^trash behind, and "further damage . . . would
inevitably result in a dust-bowl condition.:r35O Local users of the park-hoped tñe picnic grounds
would be reopened, but the NPS fully removed the facilities in 194r.35r

ln 1949, the NPS expanded both the Ranger's Residence and the Visitor Center. The
residence received an additional bedroom, while the Jackson Memorial Wing was added to the
museum.3t2 The Jackson wing was built as exhibit space for William Henry iackson's artwork.
In 1936^,-he had donated to the monument a folio of 50 reproductions of his Oregon Trail
scenes.3s3 He later gave the Oregon Trail Memorial Assoòiation a number of watercolors and
paintings.3to When he died in ßqZ at the age of 99, Jackson left a collection of his artwork to his
friend Howard R. Driggs. In turn, Driggs gave the collection to the Oregon Trail Museum at the
monumelt, for which the museum created the Jackson Memorial Wing with funding from Julius
F. Stone.3ss After World War II intenupted construction plans, an additional $2,000 needed for
construction 'owas speedily raised by popular subscription" by "the war residents of the area."356
The American Pioneer Trails Association dedicated the wing on August 8,1g4g.3s7

3ae Annual Narrativ-e Report for Fiscal Year 1940, October 7,1940,3, File: "207-01Annual Reports,,,Box 196,
Scotts Bluff National Monument, National Parks and Monumenti Cential'Classified Files, lg36-1i52,nC ZÓ, 

-'
NARA-CPR.

350 News Item for Release lridg¡ Septemlrer 15, lg3g,File: "101 History-General (2 of 2)," Box 196, Scotts
Bluff National Monurnent, National Parks and Monurnents.Central Classifi"dFil"r, 1936:1952;ÍìG 79, NARA-
CPR.

35r Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,46.
352 O'Bright, "Trail Oasis," 24;Hanis, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument,5l ,

"3 Merrill J. Mattes,_second Ann¡al Report of Museum Activities, July 10, 1938, 15, File: 833-05 Museums 4-
1937 Thru 12-1944 1 of 2, Box 201, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Natíonaí Parkr uná Motrnments Central
Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR

354 "Jackson Collection^of Paintings Is G--i119_1 to Oregon Trail Association," clipping from unidentified
newspaper, August 16, 1940, File: Jackson, V/illiam Henry, Newspaper Articles," Öìualorial Files, SBNM.

355 Dean Knudsen, An,Eyefor History: The,Pgtltings of l4liltiam Henry Jacksor, (Gering, NE: Oregon Trail
Museum Associatio!, n.4.), *; Mattes, Scons Bluff National Monument, 41'-42; CeraÍd Sherrãit Library,a.Howárd R.
Driggs Biography," lrttp://www.li.suu.edu/page/sÞecial-digital-collections-howard-r-driggs-colleiiioñúiogiap-¡y. - -'

356 Dedication P¡g8ram, $-gr¡st 8,Ig4g,File: "101 History-General (1 of 2)," Box 196, Scotts Bluff National
Monument, National Parks and Monuments Centla-l Classified-Files, 1936-'195 2,'RG 79,NaÍfa-Cnn; ..Dedication
for Museum Section Honors Jackson," Scottsbluff Daily Star-Heral.d, August g,ig4g,Fíle: Jackson, úittiuÀ H"*y,
Newspaper Articles," Curatorial Files, SBNM.

357 Dedication P¡ggram, Au_gust 8, 1949,_File: "101 History-General (1 of 2)," Box 196, Scotts Bluff National
Monument, National Parks and Monuments Central Classif,red Files, 1936*'195 2,'FtG ig,NAÍìA-CPR.
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Figure 7.15: Jackson Memorial Wing, Construction, 1948'
Source: Administrative I-listory Photographs, Scotts Bluff National Monument, sb314l.

Figure 7.16: William Henry Jackson Memorial Plaque.

Transcriptio,rz.' William Henry Jackson, Pioneer
Photographer, April 4,1843 - June 30,1942. Union
Army 1862-63. Traveler-Explorer Artist of the Old
West. To keep in memory his gentle courageous spirit,
his devotion to America and its pioneers, his service in
portraying their epic story, this memorial is presented by

Julius F. Stone.
Source: William Henry Jackson Collection at Scotts Bluff National
Monument, SCBL_1500.
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The NPS removed two facilities-a rifle range and the Gering Golf Course-that did not fit
with the monument's mission.3t* Th" rifle range had operated unãer permits with the NPS
starting in 1925. At some point, it was moved from near the monument headquarters to an area
south of Dome Rock.35e The NPS decided to discontinue its use in 1948. According to Rocky
Mountain National Park Superintendent David Canfield, who had jurisdiction over the
monument atthat time, o'use of a portion of the Scotts Bluff National Monument as a firing range
is not in the public interest, and this Service under its responsibilities cannot grant permission to
any $Ioup or groups for the resumption of this non-conforming use of national monument land."
Canfield also noted that use of the range posed ahazard,to visitors.360

The Gering Golf Course had been in use since 1927 or 1928, authorizedby permits with the
NPS.361 In |949,the NPS decided not to renew the course's permit beyond thá ånd of 1950.
Scotts Bluff Superintendent Robert Budlong explained that interest in the course had faded,
particularly as the nearby Scotts Bluff Country Club was rebuilding after a fire. He advised that
the Gering course's shelter house should be demolished.362 The NPS removed the structure in
1951.363

Finally, the Mitchell Pass road, which traversed the monument, was developed as a gravel
road in the late 1930s (using CCC labor and then WPA funds). In 1953, the state of Nebraska
began improving the road under a permit with the NPS. The road was realigned and paved
between 1954 and 1956. It has been known over time as State Highway 86, State Highway 92,
and (curently) Old Oregon Trail, a county road.t6a Parts of the road overlie the histoiic Oiegon
Trail.36s

358 Harris, History of Scotts Btuf.f National Monument,53.
35e Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monumen455-56.
3ó0 David H. Canfield, Superintendent, Rocky Mountain National Park, to Hans J. Holtorf, Jr., Nebraska

National Guard, July 13, 1948, File: 901 Permits Military, Box 201, Scotts Bluff National Monument, National
Parks and Monuments Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

36r Harris, History of Scotts BffiNational Monument,54-55.
362 Robert R. Budlong, Superintendent, to Superintendent, Rocky Mountain National Park, October 11, 1950,

File: 901 Permits Scotts Bluff Country Club, Scotts Bluff National Monument, National Parks and Monuments
Central Classified Files, 1936-1952, RG 79, NARA-CPR; Harris, History of Scotts Bluff Nationøl Monument,55.

363 Superintendent to Direclor.Mgnthly Naraiive Report for June 1951, July 6, lg5l,4, File: Superintendent's
Monthly N_aruatives (1950-1952) Folder 10, Box 2, Series 1, Administrative Subject Files 1933-1969, Scotts Bluff
National Monument, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

36a Harris, History of Scotts Blu.ffNational Monument,39,56.
365 See, for example, Figure 1-2 of Mundus Bishop, "Oregon Trail Ruts Lanclscape Study and Enviromnental

Assessment: Scotts Bluff National Monument Oregon Trail Ruts Landscape," April 2011, l-7.
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Figure 7.17:Expanded Maintenance Shed, 1958.
Sorrce: Adrninistrative History Photographs, Scotts Bluff National Monument,sb2296.

MtsstoN 66, 1956-1966

Following World 
'War II, automobile tourism grew dramatically and previously remote parks

became more easily accessible. Visitation rose beyond the parks' capacity to accommodate it,

overtaxing aging "rustic" facilities and sometimes leading to environmental damage. The NPS

struggled with low budgets, lack of manpower, and increasing criticism of its park management.

To address these problems, NPS Director Conrad Wirth launched the MISSION 66 program, a

ten-year initiative begun in 1956 and timed to end with the fiftieth anniversary of the NPS in
1966. Wirth obtained the endorsement of President Dwight Eisenhower and funding from

Congress to support MISSION 66, which aimed to improve parks across the country by building
modern visitor centers, upgrading and expanding park toads, and adding administrative facilities

such as offices and employee housing. During the MISSION 66 program, the NPS spent more

than $ 1 billion in an effort to "streamline and standardize visitor services at federal parks
, ..166naüonwloe.

t66 C. Mudrid French, "What is Mission 66?," http://www.mission66.conr/mission.html; Ethan Can, MISSION
66; Modernisnt and ¡he National Pat'k Dilemtna (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2007),3-10.
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At Scotts Bluff, MISSION 66 activities occurred primarily in the late 1950s and included
construction of a second residence for park staff (the MISSION 66 Residence), expansion of the
Maintenance Shed by two stalls, construction of a public amphitheater (Campfire Circle) behind
the Visitor-Center, and trail improvement. An additional trail was added at the summit to a south
overlook.367 While many parks around the country gained modernist visitor centers and other
structures, Scotts Bluff underwent a fairly modest construction program using a streamlined style
compatible-with the original CCC buildings. MISSION 66 projects at Scotts Bluff totaled
$ 121 ,100.368

The Campfire Circle, located on the north side of the Museum and Visitor Center, is an
outdoor amphitheater encompassing rows of wood benches on concrete footings, a projection
screen on an elevated concrete platform, a projection booth (added at alater date), and a brick
fire circle. It is partially flanked by the exterior walls of the Museum and Comfort Station. A
wood fence and a stucco-clad wall complete the perimeter of the amphitheater. The second
residence is a detached structure that sits just west of the original Ranger's Residence (now
Administrative Offi ces).

Following passage of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Scotts Bluff was placed
on the NRHP for its archeological and historical significance. Since then, structures from tÀe
New Deal and MISSION 66 eras of NPS development have become eligible for the inclusion on
the Register. The nomination was updated accordingly in2012 (see Appendix).

Post-MISSION 66 Construction

The monument has not changed significantly since the MISSION 66 campaign. In the 1970s,
the interior of the Visitor's Center was substantially altered with drop ceilingi, florescent and
track-mounted light fixtures, carpet and drywall installation, and other improvements; however,
it is believed that original materials (with the exception of fixtures) are intact. Four new bays
were added to the Maintenance Shed in 1981. Window and door alterations were made to the
Maintenance Shed, Visitor Center, and Ranger's Residence. However, these alterations are
minimal and do not detract from the historic character of these buildings.36e

In 1961 , the NPS began negotiations with the Scotts Bluff Country Club to purchase its land
adjacent to the monument. It did not complete the transaction wtll1976, whenihe park service
bought 86 acres from the club for $690,000. The club's structures were removed soon thereafter.
Monument staff began restoring the site to prairie in 1993.370

367 Harris, History of Scotts Bluff National Monument, 62.

. 1* Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History,"
http://w*rv.nps.gev/history/history/online books/s.bl/aclhi/aclhi3.l.ttm.

36e ¡1R{ researchers collected information for this section through conversations with Scotts Bluff staff during a
field visit in May 201l.

370 rc1¡" Scotts Bluff Cqtyltry^C_lyþ Reclamation Project: A Brief History," rì.d., File: Country Club History,
Manuscript File, Curatorial Files, SBNM.
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Figure 7.18: Scotts Bluff NationalMonument Headquarters, Current Conditions.
Source: Historical Research Associates, Inc.
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Other changes at the rnonument included modifîcation to the parking area atthe base of
Scotts Bl-qff, which in 1988 was expanded to the east to accommodate buses and recreation
vehicles.37l An entrance booth, conitructed by the Pine Ridge Job Corps in Chadron, Nebraska,
was added in 1990.

The monument's boundaries have changed several more times since 1940. On June 30,1967,
Congress authorized the Secretary of the Interior to adjust the boundaries "in order to preserve
the scenic and historic integrity of Scotts Bluff and adjacent features . . . ." The act allowed
removal of certain private lands and the addition of others, with a net loss of around 350 acres.312
The Secretary approved the resulting boundary adjustment on February 2,1962. According to
monument Superintendent Harold Jones, "The new boundary excludes some agricultural land
which was within the original proclaimed boundary and includes a few small tracts along the east
boundary where development would be an intrusion on the natural scene." He reported a total of
3,084 acres within the monument, including private 1ands.373 As noted above, the NPS
subsequently purchased a portion of the Scotts Bluff Country Club in the 1970s. Today, the
monument includes approximately 3,000 acr esl7 

o

"' Steve Osborne, comp., "scotts Bluff National Monument Timeline," National Park Service internal
document, 2009, available at SBNM.

372 Act ofJune 30,1967,75 Stat. 148.

. .]t1 ryq.,ol¿ -RJgne_s, 
Superintendent, !o Dj1ecJ9r, Superintendent's Monthly Narative Report for March 1962,

April 6, 1962,2, File: Superintendent's Monthly Narratives (1962-1964) Foldêr 15, Box 2, Sèries l, Administrative
Subject Files 1933-1969, Scotts Bluff National Monument, RG 79, NARA-CPR.

3?a National Parks Conservation Association, State of the Parks: Scous BluffNational Morutmenl, (N.p.:
National Parks Conservation Association, 2009), 3.

:w
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Conclusion

In the mid-nineteenth century, Scotts Bluff served as a marker of the long overland journey

on at least three levels. Geographically, it marked Scotts Spring and Mitchell Pass, features

important to travelers for the *ut"t and easy passage they afforded. Visually, it marked the

transition from prairie to mountains, giving emigrants a sense of progress on their journeys and

some relief from the more monotonous landscape they had previously traversed. Symbolically, it

helped them associate their diff,rcult journeys with divine purpose.

In the early twentieth century, Scotts Bluff became a symbol of the pioneer past in which

local residents took pride. Theyiought to protect the bluff for its association with the overland

joumey, but they also saw recreational and economic potential in creating a park there. Their

pro*oiønal effórts succeeded in persuading President Woodrow Wilson to set Scotts Bluff aside

as a national monument for its historical anã geological significance. Subsequent development of

the park emphasized interpretation of the oregon Trail, along with geology, paleontology, and

the artistic legacy of William Henry Jackson.

The present-day view from the summit offers a multilayered visual experience that resonates

with the monument's interpretive mission. Visitors can survey the variety of topographies that

merge at Scotts Btuff: erosional remnants of the ancient high plains, badlands, the North Platte

River and its ribbon of green growth, and short- and mixed-grass prairie. They can also trace the

route of the Great platte River Road and imagine the challenges of overland emigration. Finally,

visitors can see how the region has been transformed by irrigation, transportation networks,

agriculture, and industry, which are all very visible from the summit. It is an excellent vantage

point for thinking about both geology and human history'

Recommendations

Studies conducted for Scotts Bluff National Monument in the last 15 years cover a wide

range of topics and leave few gaps for further research. Notable among these are a cultural

affiliation rtuay lpls), the Histãric American Engineering Record report for the Summit Road

(2000), a histoiic structure report for the Visitor Center (2001), a geologic resources study

iZOOgji, andastudy of Oregon Trail ruts (2011). The monument's primary need is an updated

administrative history. In addition, HRA found a few small topics that may be worth future

investigation.

Admi n istrative H i storY UPdate

The most recent history, written by Ron Cockrell, was completed in 1983. It updated Earl

Harris's 1962 history. A cåmprehensive administrative history, from the monument's founding

to the present, woulá be a useful tool for park service staff and could serve as a base for any

future specialized studies.

MISSION 66 Construction

The MISSION 66 building campaign undertaken at Scotts Bluff was relatively small and did

not result in the modernist architecture that chancterized MISSIoN 66. HRA found few records

related to MISSION 66 projects, although more may be available in the Scotts Bluff
administrative records. Ii cóuld be useful to compile information related to MISSION 66 at

Scotts Bluff and situate it in the larger history of the program. The Scotts Bluff experience may

igl
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B6 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Btuff National Monument, Nebraska



represent an interesting counterpoint to the national program, or perhaps it reflects an
underappreciated pattern in the larger story.

Ilndevelopment at Scotts Bluff

Like a number of other NPS sites, Scotts Bluff removed facilities that did not conform to its
mission. HRA found this information scattered through various records and reports, and it was
difficult to pinpoint the locations and extent of some removed structures. A compilation of all of
the removals, along with the subsequent treatment of the sites, could be useful for future studies,
particularly for an administrative history.

National Register Eligibility of lrrigation Canals

HRA determined that the irrigation canals that run through the monument do not contribute
to the Scotts Bluff historic district. They may, however, be eligible for National Register listing
individually. Further research is necessary to make these determinations. A more detailed history
of the canals and their rights of way may also be useful if trespass issues arise.375

American lndians' Understandings of Scotts Bluff
The 1998 cultural affiliation study for Scotts Bluff and Agate Fossil Beds identified the

American Indian groups that occupied or used the region encompassing the two monuments. The
study did not examine the cultural significance of Scotts Bluff to any of the tribes, noting,

Cultural connections are not as easily identified or discussed as historical or legal connections. In
most instances the individuals who had once occupied this area have died and their cultural and
traditional heirs are several generations removed. Nevertheless, it is conceivable that many
descendauts of these early people have some family legends or group-specific stories that would
provide thern with a cultural linkage to the research domain.376

HRA found one newspaper report from the 1940s that recorded a Pine Ridge man's recollection
of camping near Scotts Bluff. It is possible that other documentary records of American Indians'
encounters with Scotts Bluff exist, and it is also possible that tribes formerly in the region have
maintained oral traditions about it or the surroundin g area.If such information is available, it
would help enrich the history of Scotts Bluff as a landmark and symbol.

Local Understandings of Scotts Btuff
The local communities of Scottsbluff and Gering were instrumental in getting Scotts Bluff

National Monument established. Alicia Barber has examined this history and some of its
symbolic dimensions.3TT Adeeper inquiry into the local understandings of Scotts Bluff as
landscape feature and symbol would help illuminate the relationship between the monument and
the community. How has the local community related to Scotts Bluff as recreational, historical,
and economic space? How has Scotts Bluff functioned as an icon defining locals' sense of place
and identity? These questions could also reveal similarities or differen.æ u-ong the various
ethnic groups in the area.

,,^ :lt Resource Management Specialist Robert Manasek discussed a possible trespass by the Central Canal duringHRA's 20ll fìeld visir."

,,,r^.,lllDavid T. Hughes, "Cultural Affiliations of Native Americans to the Region Encompassing Scotts Blufftratloltâl Monument and Agate Fossil Beds National Monument in Northwestern Nebraska," Octõber 5, 1988, 61.
1r.' 377 

Barber, "Local places, National Spaces,,, 35-64.
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North Platte Valley Museum, Gering, Nebraska

Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebraska

Books, Articles, and RePorts

Adair, Mary J. "Woodland Complexes in the Central Great Plains." InArchaeology and

Paleoecology o.f the Great Plains, edited by Jack L. Hofman , 101-22. Fayetteville:

Arkansas Archeological Survey, 1996.

Ambrose, Stephen E. tJndaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jffirson, and the

Opening o.f the American lZesl. New York: Touchstone,1996.

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Aff'airs to the Secretary of the Interior for the Year

I87 I . Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1871 .

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Alfairs to the Secretary of the Interior for the Year

l872.Washington, DC: Government Printing Off,rce, 1872.

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian AfJairs to the Secretary of the Interior.for the Year

l873.Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1873.

Arrington, Leonard J. Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints,

1830-1900. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1958.

Barber, Alicia. "LocalPlaces, National Spaces: Public Memory, Community Identity, and

Landscape at Scotts Bluff National Monument." American Studies 45, no. 2 (Summer

2004):35-64.

"scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-l 1." Historic American Engineering Record,

2000.

Bishop, Mundus. "Oregon Trail Ruts Landscape Study and Environmental Assessment: Scotts

Bluff National Monument oregon Trail Ruts Landscape." April 2011.

Brand, Donald. The History of Scotts Bluff Nebraslrø. Berkeley, CA: National Park Service, Field

Division of Education, 1934.

Breternitz, David 4., and John J. Wood. "Comments on the Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar Site and

Flexed Burials in the Western Plains." Southwestern Lore 31, no. 3 (Decemb er 1965): 62-

66.

Brown, Randy. Historic Inscriptions on Western Emigrant Trails.Independence, MO: Oregon-

California Trails Association, 2004.

Carr, Ethan . MISSION 66: Modernism emd the Nationat Park Dilemma. Ãmherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2007 .

BB Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Clrristensen, Donald E. Coming Home to Scottsblufi, Nebraska; The First One Hundred Years.
Virginia Beach, VA: The Donning Company/Publishers, 1999.

Clark, Caven P. Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts BtulJ'County,
Nebraska. Lincoln, NE: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Midwest
Archeologi cal Center, I 99 4.

Clement, Maynard S. "The Beet Sugar Industry." In Scottsbluff and the North Platte Valley,
compiled by Thomas L. Green, 56-60. N.p.: Scottsbluff Golden Jubilee Celebration
Committee, n.d.

Cockrell, Ron. "Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History, 1960-
1983." Omaha: National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, Office of Planning and
Resource Preservation, Division of Cultural Resources Management, 1983.
http://www.nps.gov/histor)¡/histor)¡/online books/scbl/adhi/adhi.htrn.

Condra, Dr. G. E. "Soils." ln North Platte Valley, Nebraska-Wyoming,8. N.p.: Associated
Chambers of Commerce of the North Platte Valley, n.d.

Danielson, Lester A. "Irrigation." In Green, Scottsbluff ønd the North Platte Valley,12-85.

DeMallie, Raymond J. Plains. Vol. 13 of Handbook of North American Indians, ed. William C.
Sturtevant. V/ashington, DC : Smithsonian Institutio n, 200I .

Effinger, William L. Outline of the Geology and Paleontologt of Scotts BIuffNational
Monument and the Adjacent Region. Berkeley, CA: National Park Service, Field Division
of Education,7934.

Eighmy, Jeffrey L. "The Central High Plains: A Cultural Historical Summary." In Pktins
Indians, A.D. 500-1500: The Archaeological Past of Historic Groups, edited by Karl H.
Schlesier, 224-38. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994.

Faragher, John Mack. Women and Men on the Overland Trail.New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 1979.

Fowler, Loretta. "Arapaho." In Plains, Raymond J. DeMallie, vol. 13, pt. 2, of Handboolc of
North American Indians, edited by William C. Sturtevant, S40-62. V/ashington, DC:
Smithsonian Institution, 200 1 .

French, C. Madrid. "What is Mission 66?" http://www.mission66.conVmission.htrnl.

Gerald Shenatt Library. "Howard R. Driggs Biography." http://www.li.suu.edu/pagq/special-
di eital-col lections-howard-r-dri q gs-coll ection-bioqraphy.

Gering Centennial Committee. Gering, Nebraska: The First 100 Years. Dallas: Curtis Media
Corporation, 1989.

Goetzmann, William H. Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning
of the American West.New York: Vintage Books, 1966.

Green, Thomas L., comp. Scottsbluffand the North Platte Valley. N.p.: Scottsbluff Golden
Jubilee Celebration Committee, n.d.

Gussow, Zachary. "An Ethnological Report on Cheyenne and Arapaho: Aboriginal Occupation."
In Arapaho-Cheyenne Indians, edited by David Agee Horr , 27 -95 . New York: Garland
Publishing, Inc., 797 4.

a

I

.1

i

I

'ì

'i#
:w

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska B9



W
i)t.g: .

ì ..::i::

. :,1ì ..

.É

Hafen, LeRoy R. The Overlønd Mail, 1849*1869: Promoter of Settlement, Precursor of
Railroads. Cleveland: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1926.

and Ann V/. Hafen. Handcarts to Zion: The Story of a Unique Tlestern Migration, 1856-
1860. Glendale, CA: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1960.

eds. The Diaries of Williøm Henry Jackson, Frontier Photographer. Glendale, CA: The

Arthur H. Clark Company, 1959.

Haines, Aubrey L. Historic Sites Along the Oregon Trail. Gerald, MO: Patrice Press, 1981.

Harris, Earl R. Hisbry of Scotts Blulf National Monument. Gering, NE: Oregon Trail Museum
Association, 1962.

Hofman, Jack L., ed. Archeology and Paleoecology of the Central Greøt Plains. Fayetteville:
Arkansas Archeological Survey, 1 996.

"Early Hunter-Gatherers of the Central Great Plains: Paleoindian and Mesoindian
(Archaic) Cultures." InArchaeology and Paleoecolog't of the Great Plains, edited by
Jack L. Hofinan, 41-100. Fayetteville: Arkansas Archeological Survey,1996.

Hughes, David T. "Cultural Affiliations of Native Americans to the Region Encompassing Scotts

Bluff National Monument and Agate Fossil Beds National Monument in Northwestern
Nebraska." October I5, 1988.

Justice, Noel D. Stone Age Spear and Arrow Points of the Midcontinental and Eastern United
States: A Modern Survey and Reþrence.Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987

Kano, Hiram. A History of the Japanese in Nebraslca. N.p.: Scottsbluff Public Library, 1984.

Kehoe, Alice B. North American Indians: A Comprehensive Account.2"d ed. Saddle River, NJ:
Prentice Hall,1992.

Kimball, Stanley B. Historic Sites and Markers Along the Mormon and Other Great Western

Trails. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1988.

Knudsen, Dean. An Eyefor History: The Paintings oJ'William Henry Jackson. Gering, NE:
Oregon Trail Museum Association, n.d.

Koch, Amy. "Cultural Resource Investigations of the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project ISTPD-
L79G(111)], Scottsbluff County, Nebraska." Prepared for the Nebraska Department of
Roads and the Federal Highway Administration. June 2004.

High Plains Archeology. Explore Nebraska Archeology No. 5. llincolnl: Nebraska State

Historical Society, 2000.

"supplemental Historic Resources Report for the Scottsbluff West Viaduct Project, Scotts

Bluff County." Project Number STP-RZZ-92-1(121). January 2010.

Lamar, Howard 8., ed. The New Encyclopedia of the American West.New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 1 998.

Logan, Brad. "The Plains Village Period on the Central Plains." In Archaeology and
Paleoecolog,,of the Great Plains, editedby Jack L. Hofman,123-39. Fayetteville:
Arkansas Archeological Survey, 1 996.

90 Historic Resource Study, .Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Mattes, Merrill J. "Atchaeology of the Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar Site." Southwestern Lore 31, no.
3 (December 1965): 56-61.

The Great Platte River Road: The Covered Wagon Mainline Via Fort Kearney to Fort
Laramie.1969. Reprint, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987.

"The Nofthern Route of the Non-Mormons: Rediscovery of Nebraska's Forgotten Historic
Trail." Overland Journal S, no. 2 (1990):2-I4.

Platte River Road Narratives: A Descriptive Bibliography of Travel Over the Great
Central Overland Route to Oregon, California, Utah, Colorado, Montana, dnd Other
Western States and Territories, l8l2-I866.lJrbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988.

Scotts Bluff National Monument.Historical Handbook Series, No. 28. 1958. Reprint,
Washington, DC: National Park Service, 1961.

------t and Paul Henderson. The Pony Express; From St. Joseph to Fort Laramie. St. Louis, MO:
The Patrice Press, 1989.

McClelland, Linda Flint. Building the Natíonal Parks Historic Landscape Design and
Constructioz. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998.

McCreary, J. C. "How the Beet Sugar Industry Came to the North Platte Valley." In Scottsbluf.f
and the North Platte Valley, compiled by Thomas L. Green, 51-55. N.p.: Scottsbluff
Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee, n.d.

Moody, Ralph. Stagecoach West.New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1967.

National Park Service. "civilian Conservation corps-Acadia National Park."
http : //www.np s. gov/acadlhistor)¡culture/ccc. htm.

"Grand Canyon Civilian Conservation Corps."
http ://www. nps. gov/grca/histor)¡culture/ccc.htrn.

NPS-28:.Cultural Resource Management Guideline. Effective June 11, 1998.
http ://www.cr.nps. gov/history/online books/nps28/28chap2.htrn.

"Scotts Bluff National Monument: Geologic Resources Inventory Report." June 2009.

"Scotts Bluff National Monument Long-Range Interpretive Plan." June 2008.

------t Great Plains Support Office, Cultural Landscapes Program. "scotts Bluff National
Monument, Nebraska: Cultural Landscape Inventory." 1996.

National Parks Conservation Association. State o.f the Parks: Scotts Bluff National Monument.
N.p.: National Parks Conservation Association, 2009.

Nebraska State Historical Society. "Finding Aid for Collection RG3908.AM: Nebraska
Memorial Association (Neb. ). " http ://www.nebraskahistory. ore/lib-
archlresearch/manuscripts/orsanize/nebraska-mernorial.html.

"Finding Aid for Collection RG2347.AM: Oregon Trail Memorial Commission (Neb.)."
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/1ib-arch/research/manuscripts/oreanize/oresontrail.htm.

Nickel, Robert K., and Catherine A. Nickel. "Archeological Geophysical Surveys at Fort
Mitchell, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska." Prepared for Nebraska State Historical
Society. March 2007.

i
:'

.:

:i

'l

.1

'l

Ij

,J
,..#

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 91



North Platte Valley Museum. Images of America: Gering, Scottsblffi and Terrytown.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishin g, 2009.

O'Bright, Alan W. "Trail Oasis: Historic Structure Report, Visitor Center (HS-2), Scotts Bluff
National Monument, Gering, Nebraska." November 2001.

Pabian, Roger K., and James B. Swinehart,II. Geologic History of Scotts Bluff National
Monument Lincoln: The University of Nebraska,1979.

Paige, Jolrn C. The Civilian Conservation Corps and the National Parlc Service, 1933-1942.
N.p.: National Park Service, 1985.

Parks, Douglas R. "Pawnee ." In Plains, Raymond J. DeMallie, vol. 13, pt. l, of Handbook of
North American Indians, edited by William C. Sturtevant,515-47. Washington, DC:

Smithsonian Institution, 2001.

Patterson-Black, Sheryll. Ethnic Life, Agriculture, and the North Platte Valley. Crawford, NE:
Cottonwood Press, 1 984.

Ramsey, Jane Barbotr. Scottsbluff: 1900 - 2000, Evolution of a City. Estes Park, CO: Alpenaire
Inc. Publishing, 1999.

Rettie, Dwight F. Our National Parlc System: Caring.for America's Greatest Natural and
Historic Treasures. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1995.

Runte, Alfred. National Parhs: The American Experience.3d edition. Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1997.

Schlissel, Lillian. Women's Diaries of the lílestward Journey. New York: Schocken Books,

1982.

Schubeft, Frank N. Vanguard of Expansion: Army Engineers in the Trans-Mississippi West,

1819-1879. Washington, DC: GPO, n.d.

Schultz, C. Bertrand, and Loren Eiseley. "Paleontological Evidence for the Antiquity of the

Scottsbluff Bison Quarry and Its Associated Artifacts." American Anthropologrsl N.S. 37

(1935):306-319.

Seger, R. J. "Beet Sugar Industry of Nebraska." Nebraslca's Own Magazine (October 1929): 226'
27,4r.

Sheldon, Phil. "Farming Under Irigation." In Scottsblulf and the North Platte Valley, compiled
by Thomas L. Green, 43-44. N.p.: Scottsbluff Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee,
n.d.

Tate, Michael L. Indians and Emigrants: Encounters on the Overland Trails. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2006.

Thrapp, Dan L. Encyclopedia of Frontier Biography.Yol.II. 1988. Reprint, Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1991 .

Trimble, Donald 8,. The Geological Story of the Great Plains. Bismarck, ND: Richtman's
Printing, 1980.

U.S. V/est Research, Inc. Nebraslra Historic Buildings Survey Reconnaissance Survey Final
Report of Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska. Lincoln, NE: U.S. West Research, Inc., 1995.

92 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Unruh, John D. The Plains Across: The Overland Emigrants and the Trans-Mississippi West,
1840-60. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1979.

Utley, Robert M. The Indian Frontier of the American West, 1846-1890. Albtquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984.

Vy'aldman, Carl. Atlas of the North American Indian. New York: Facts on File Publications,
1985.

Wandsnider, LuAnn. "Prehistoric High Plains Foragers: Starving Nomads, Affluent Foragers?"
Great Plains Research 9 (Spring 1999): 9-39.

Waring, John. "Forl Mitchell." Nebraskoland 64, no. 10 (December 1986): 34-3j,42.
'West, 

Elliott. "Called Out People: The Cheyennes and the Central Plains." Montana, The
Magazine of Western History 48, no. 2 (Summer 1998): 2-15.

The lI/ay to the West. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1995.

White, Richard. "It's Your Misfortune ctnd None o.f My Own": A History of the American West.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991.

The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among the
Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navajos. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press.

"The Vy'inning of the West: The Expansion of the Western Sioux in the Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Centuries." Journal of American History 65, no. 2 (September 1978):319-43.

V/ishart, David J. The Fur Trade of the American West, 1807*1840: A Geographical Synthesis.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979.

An Unspeakable Sadness: The Dispossession o.f the Nebraska Indians. Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1994.

Young, Robert J. "The Story of Scottsbluff in Brief." In Scottsbluff and the North Platte Valley,
compiled by Thomas L. Green, 7-9. N.p.: Scottsbluff Golden Jubilee Celebration
Committee, n.d.

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 93



lndex

Adams-Onis Treaty, 28

agriculture, 3, 30, 31, 32, 53, 54-60, 86

Akers, William R., 54

Albright, Ilorace,67

All-American Soap Box Derby,77-78

American Antiquities Act, 5, 62

American Fur Company (AFC), 2l-28,36

American Indians: and fur trade, 19,22,27; inteructions with overland travelers, 76,36,4546;
migration to the Great Plains, l,19,2I-24,45; military conflicts, 48-50; precontact, 19,

2l-24;prehistoric lifeways, 3, l4_!7 ,19,21-23; removal of 50-51; and Scotts Bluft 1,

7,86,87; treaties with,23,4849,51; use of horses, 73,19,21,22,46,48. See ølso

nümes of individual tribes

American Pioneer Trails Association, 79

Ames, Neb., 57

Apache Tribe, l,lJ,46
Arapaho Tribe, I, 2I-22, 23, 46, 48, 49, 5I

Arikara Tribe, 22,48

Arkansas River, 21, 22, 46, 47, 48

Arrington, Leonard 1., 33, 34, 40

Ashley, Wllliam,2T

Ash Hollow, 35

Assiniboine Tribe, 22, 48

Astor, John Jacob ,25, 28

Attebery, Fred, 58

Baker, Howard W., 72, 73, J 4, 7 5, 7 6, 77

Barber, Alicia, 62, 63,87

Bent's Fort,2l-22, 46

bison, l, 3, 14, 22, 23, 27, 46, 4l

Bisterfeldt, Henry, 18

Bisterfeldt Potato Cellar, 14, 18

Black Hills, 9, 27,22

Boy Scout Trail, 64. See also ZigZagTrail

94 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Bozeman Trail, 50, 51

Breternitz, David, l8

Brown, Aaron,41

Brulé Lakota Tribe. See Lakota Tribe

Buchanan, James,41

Budlong, Robert,8l

building campaigns: MISSION 66, 5,6,82-83,86-87; New Deal, S, 66-77,83

Bureau of Public Roads (BPR), 67-68

Bureau of Reclamation, 79

Burrell, Bert,64

Butterf,reld, John, 47, 42, 43

California, 3, 26, 29, 30, 32-33, 3 8, 39, 40, 41, 44

Canfield, David, 81

Carleton, J. Henry, 35

cattle,3, 52, 58

Central Cutal55-56

Central Irrigation District, 56

Central Overland Route, 25 , 30-34, 39, 43 , 86

Chadron, Neb., 85

Cheyenne Co., Neb., 53

Cheyenne River, 21

Cheyenne Tribe, 7, 27-22, 23, 46, 48, 49, 57

Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad, 53-54

Chimney Rock, 35

Chivington, John,49

Chorpenning, George, 41

Civil War, 43,44,45,52

Civil Works Administration (CWA), 6l-69

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 5, 17, 69-73, 76-77,81, 83

Clark, Caven P., 17

Clark, William, 21, 25, 27 , 28

Clement, Maynard S., 58

Cockrell, Ron, 86

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 95



Comanche Tribe, 2I, 23, 46

Cook, Harold, 69

Cook, Philip St. George, 36

Coolidge, Calvin, 63

Council Bluffs, Ia., 33, 39

Court House Rock, 34,35

Crawford, Neb., 51

CreeTrlbe,22

Crow Tribe, 48

Dakota Territory, 51

Daughters of the American Revolution, 64

Dome Rock, 81

Driggs, Howard R., 79

du Lac, Perrin, 21

Eastman, Caroline,43

Effinger, William L., 9

Eighmy, Jeffrey, 16

Eisenhower, Dwight,82

Elkhorn River, 23

Ernergency Appropriation Act, 69

Emergency Conservation V/ork Act, 69, I I, I 4

Emergency Relief Administration (ERA), 69

England, 19,28,34

Enterprise Ditch Company, 55

environmental transfotmation, 3, 45, 4648

Faragher, John Mack, 31

Farmers Canal Company, 54-55

Federal Reclamation Act, 55

Ficklin's Springs, Neb., 42

Fire Thunder, Edgar, 23-24

Fitzpatrick, Thomas, 48

Florence, Neb. ^See 
Omaha, Neb.

Fort Bridger, Wyo., 34

96 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Fort John, Neb., 36

Fort Keamy, Neb., 33, 50

For1 Laramie, Wyo., 22, 33, 34, 36, 37, 48, 49, 50, 5l
Fort Mitchell, Neb., 1g-19, 39,42,49,50,74

Fort V/illiam, Wyo., 27-28

France, 19,25

Frantz,Wendell, 17

freighting, 40,43

Frémont, John C., 26,30

fur trade, 7, 7, IJ, 19, 22, 25-26, 27 _28

Gering, Neb., 3, 6, 7, 53, 54, 57, 62, 72, 87

Gering Canal,72

Gering Golf Course, 81

Gering Inigation District, 56

Gering Valley Drain Project, 56

Gering-Fort Laramie Canal, 55

Germans from Russia,3, 59-60

Goetzmann, William,23

gold, 30, 39,41

Good, Alber|67

Grand Island, Neb., 56

Grattan, John,49

Great Peace of 1840, 4647

Great Salt Lake Valley, Utah, 30, 32,33,34

Great Western Sugar Company, 56-57,59,60

Green Ptiver,27

Gros Ventre Tribe, 48

Gussow, Zachary,2l

Hafen, Ann,40

Hafen, LeRoy, 40,4I

Harris, F,arl,72,86

Hayden, Ferdinand,43

Helvas Canyon, 36

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 97



Hidatsa Tribe, 21

Hitchcock, G.M.,62

Hockaday, John,41

Hofman, Jack, 16

Holt, Joseph,4l

homesteading, 3, 52-53

Hoover, Herberl,63

Horse Creek,48, 50

Independence, Mo.,41

Independence Rock, 35

Interstate Canal, 55

Iowa City, Ia.,34

irrigation, 3, 53, 54-56, 59, 72, 86, 87

Jackson, David, 2l ,30

Jackson, William Henry, 5, 35, 42, 43, 44, 64, 72, J 4, 79-80, 86

Japanese, 3, 59-60

Jefferson, Thomas, 25, 27

Johnson, Andrew, 51

Jones, Harold, 85

Kansas, 19,25, 52

Kansas River, 23

Kansas-Nebraska Act, 52

Kay, Marvin,lT

Kimball, Hiram,40

Kincaid, Moses P.,62

Kiowa Tribe, 21,46

Koch, A*y, 16, 18-19

Lakota Tribe, l, 19, 21, 22, 23, 46, 4J, 48, 49, 50, 5l

Lane, Franklin,62

Laramie Peak, 35

Laramie River, 28

Latter-day Saints, Church of Jesus Christ of, 30, 33-34,39, 40

Lewis, Meriwether, 2l , 25 , 27 , 28

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



..!"-

Lincoln, Neb., 61

Logan, Brad, 16

Long, Stephen H.,26

Louisiana Purchase, 28

Louisiana Territory, 25

Loup Fork River, 12

Loup River , I, 21, 23, 50

mail service,4043

Majors, Alexander, 4742, 43

Mallet, Paul, 25

Mallet, Pierre, 25

Mandan Tribe,2l

Marsh, Othniel Charles, 12

Mather, Stephen,62

Mattes, Meuill J., 25, 32, 33, 34*37, 39, 44, 51, 75, 77, 79

Maupin, Willie Major (Will),63

Melbeta, Neb.,42

Mexico, 29,47

Mexicans, 3,59-60

Midwest Archeological Center (MWAC), 18

Minatare Canal Irrigation Company, 55

Miniconjou Lakota Tribe. See LakotaTribe

Minnesota River, 2l

MISSION 66, 5, 6, g2-93, g6-97

Mississippi River, 9, 19, 22, 25, 27, 28, 31

Missouri River, l, 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 32, 34

Mitchell, Neb., 53, 57

Mitchell, Robert 8., 38

Mitchell Iruigation District, 56

Mitchell Pass, 1, 3, 37-38, 42, 43, 49, 61, 63, 68, j3, 79,81, 86

Mitchell-Gering Canal, 55, 56

modernist style, 5, 83, 86

Moore, Al, 18

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska

I

.:
l

i

i

i
ìj

ËÅ

99



Mormon Trail, 33-34,40

Mormons. See Latter-day Saints, Church of Jesus Christ of

Mud Springs, Neb.,49

Nason, George, 75

National Historic Preservation Act, 83

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), 5,'7,18,83, 87

Nauvoo, Ill.,33-34

Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, Neb. (NSHS),6, 18-19

New Deal, 5,66-77,83

New Orleans, La., 25,47

Nez Perce Tribe, 30

Nickel, Catherine, 19

Nickel, Roberl, 19

Noble, Vergil, 18

North Platte, Neb., 1

North Platte Project, 55

Nor1hPlatteRiver,7,3,12,13,26,35,36,42,44,49,5I,53,54,55,56,63,11,86

North Platte Valley, 7,3,13,76,23,51, 53, 54,55,56, 58, 59,60,61

Northern Arapaho Tribe. See Arapaho Tribe

Northern Cheyenne Tribe. ,See Cheyenne Tribe

Northwest Company, 28

O'Bright, A1,13-74

Oglala Lakota Tribe. SeeLakota Tribe

Ojibwe Trlbe,2l

Omaha, Neb., 34, 43, 44, 7 5

Omaha Tribe,22

Oregon, 3, 23, 25, 26, 28, 30, 32-33, 38, 44

Oregon Trail, 3, 5, J, 77, 34, 38, 40, 44, 48, 49, 50, 61, 62, 63, 66, 7 9, 8I, 86

Oregon Trail Memorial Association, 7 9

overland emigration, 7, 3, 6, 7, 23, 26, 28, 30-39, 40, 4546, 47 48, 61, 7 3, 86

Pacific Fur Company, 25, 28

Panama,40

Parker, Samuel, 30

100 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



I

Parkman, Francis, 36

Pathfinder Dam, 55

Pawnee Tribe, 1,23,25, 47 , 50

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 23, 87

Pine Ridge Job Corps, 85

Plains Apache Tribe. See Apache Tribe

Platte River, 7, 3, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 32, 34, 39, 45, 46, 4i, 49, 50

Platte River Road, 30-34,39, 43,86. See also Central Overland Route, Mormon Truil, and
Oregon Trail

Pony Express, 3, 6, 19,37 ,38, 4143
Powder River, 51

Prout, Hiram,72

Public Works Administration, 69, 7 4

Quivira Indians, 25

railroad, 3,34,43, 44, 53-54, 59, 63

Ramsey, Jane Barbour, 53

Red Cloud, 51

Red Cloud, Neb., 71

Republican River, 17, 23

Robidoux,4., 36

Robidoux Pass, 3, 36,37 ,38
Rocky Mountain Fur Company (RMFC), 27-28

Rocky Mountains, 1,9, 17 ,25,26,2J,28,30
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano, 63, 66, 70

Runte, Alfred,62

Russell, William, 4142, 43

rustic style, 5, 67,82

Sage, Rufus, 35

Sand Creek Massacre, 49

Scott, Hiram,1,64

ScottsBluff:archeology,5,6,7,14,76,17-r9;geology,5,J,g-12,75,g6;historicdistrict,T;as
landmark, 7,3,25-26,34-38,61,86,87; naming of, 1; paleontology, r2-L3;perceptions
of,23-24,36, 43, 62, 86, 87

Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 101



Scotts Bluff Co., Neb., 53,56,60, 68

Scotts Bluff National Monument: Administrative Offices, 7 5, 83; architecture, 5, 67 , 73-7 5;

boundary changes, 63, 85; building campaigns, 5,6,66-77, 82-83, 86-87; Campfire
Circle, 83; Cornfort Station, 83; country club, 63; creation of, 5, 61-63,86,87;
development of, 61-85; golf course, 8l; irrigation canals, 55-56; Maintenance Shed, 82-
83; MISSION 66 Residence, 83; Oregon Trail Musetm,72-74,83; Ranger's Residence,

l5-76,79,83; removal of incompatible facilities, 5, 64-66,77-8I,87;rifle range, 63,8I;
roadsandtrails,5,63-66,68,73,17,81,86;VisitorCenter,T3-14,J6,79,83,86;
William Henry Jackson collection, 43,79-80

Scotts Bluff Pass. 
^S¿e 

Mitchell Pass

Scotts Bluff Station, 42

Scotts Spring, 17 ,I6, 86

Scottsbluff, Neb., 3, 7, 34, 53-54, 55, 57,58, 59, 62, 87

Scottsbluff Bison Quaruy, 14,15

Scottsbluff Country Club, 18, 81, 83, 85

Seger, R. J., 58

Serrano, 5.,74-75

Shoemaker, Clifford, 7 l
Shoshone Tribe, 48

Sidney, Neb., 53

Signal Butte, 14,16

Sioux Tribe. SeeLakota Tribe

slavery, 31, 52

Smith, Jedediah, 27,30

Smith, Joseph, 33

South Bluff, 1, 3

South Pass, 25-26, 2J, 30, 32, 35, 40

South Platte River, 1, 44

Spain, 19,25,28

St. Louis, Mo.,27,4I

Stone, Julius F.,79

Stuart, Robert, 25

Sublette, William, 27, 30

sugar beets, 54,56-60

Sweetwater Project. ,S¿e North Platte Project

102 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



Tate, Michael,45,46

Taylor, Nathaniel G., 5l

Terrytown, Neb., 56

transcontinental telegr aph, 3, 42

Thompson, David,28

Treaty of Fort Laramie, 4849
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, 28-29

Union Pacific Railroad, 53,54

Unruh, John, 31

U. S. Congress, 40, 4I,43,44, 48, 52,62,66

U. S. Office of Indian Affairs, 5l
U. S. Post Off,rce Department,4l

Utah, 3, 29, 34, 38, 40, 47

Vawser, Anne, 18

Vodges, Mrs., 36

V/addell, William, 4142, 43

War of 1812,28

Washington,28,30

Vy'eller, John 8., 40

West, Elliott, 16, 45, 46

westward migration. See overland emigration

Whalen Diversion Dam, 55

White, Richard, 22, 4849, 50-5 I

White River, 21,51

Whitman, Marcus, 30

Wildcat Hills, I

Wilson, Woodrow, 5, 62-63, 86

Winter Creek Canal Company, 55

Winter Quarters, 47

Winters, Rebecca, 34

Winters Creek, 54
.Wir1h, 

Conrad,82

Wishart, David, 25,27

Historic Resource study, scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 103



Wood, John, 18

Works Progress Administration (WPA), 77, 8l

World War II, 79,82

Yellow Wolfl,22

Yellowstone,43

Yellowstone River, 27

Young, Brigham, 30, 33, 34

Young, Robert, 54,51

ZigZag Trail, 8,64-66

104 Historic Resource Study, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska



't

Appendix
National Register of Historic praces Registration Form,

scotts Bluff National Monument, scotts Bluff county, Nebraska

Historic Resource study, scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska





r-
t.,"¡
ù,.

I,w
NPS Form 10-900

United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

ffiffiffiw*wffiffiwry¿ffi

ru*v 
.'{Þ 

äü{ä

ruar. nsctsrgn üF FllâTtfrlt Pl"ÂtË$
' -'"" 

ì[ffir]h¡eu rsnx sanvms

OI\ilB No. 1024-0018 5131t2012)

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinationç for indiviclual propertiefãnd d¡stricts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Camplete the National Registèr of Historic P/aces Regrslra t¡on Fom. lf any ítern does not apply lo the property being <jocumenied, enter ',N/A,' for
"not applicable." For functions, arch¡teçtural classificåtion, materials, and aieas of sígnificanðó,-enter only'catégoriei and subcategories from the
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historic name Scotts,Bluff National Monument (nomination update)

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 190278 old Qreson Trait (lhrpe miles west of Gering_on.otd oreqo¡

IGO
city or town Gering

state Nebraska code 3l county $cotts Bluff code _ 15.7_ zip code 69341

not for publication

vicinity

3. State/Federal CeÉifícation

Inmyopinion,theproperty *meets-doesnot|neettheNational Registercriteria.

Sjgnâture of cornmenting offìcial Dafe

Stat@i¡-átöñernment
4. National Park ServÍce Certífication
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¡n the National Register _ detennined elig¡ble for the National Register

-- 
removed from the Nationaf Register



United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
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Scotts Bluff National Monument

OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
County and StateName of Propedy

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.)

private

public - Local

public - State

public - Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/4" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributinq Noncontributinq
buildings

structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Scotts Bluff National Monument (4 prehistoric
"structures" [read: sites] were included in the
oriqinal 1978 listinq)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

building(s)

district

site

structure

object

sites47

l5

2057

X

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture: Museum

Recreation and Culture: Outdoor Recreation

Recreation and Culture: Monument/Marker

Landscape: Park

Landscape: Natural Feature

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Recreation and Culture: Museum

Recreation and Culture: Outdoor Recreation

Recreation and Culture: MonumenUMarker

Landscape: Park

Landscape: Natural Feature

Landscape: Conservation Area

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from insiructions.)

Late '19th and 20th Century Revivals:

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Concrete

Mission / Spanish Colonial Revival walls: Adobe (brick)

Stucco

roof:

other:

Wood (shinqle)
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Scotts Bluff National Monument
Name of Property

(Expires S/31/201 2)

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
County and State

Narrative De

Summary Paragraph

This document updates the existing 1978 National Register listing for Scotts Bluff National Monument (the nomination
was submitted in 1976 and the monument was listed by the Keeper in 1978). The existing nomination/ùsting includes only
archeological sites located within the monument that were known at the time of the nomiñation. This nominätion expandi
the significance of the monument to include both additional archeological sites and the built environment.

The_monument compríses approximately 3,000 acres in the vicinity of Gering, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska. Located in
the Scottsbluff South topographic quadrangle, the monument includes land located in all or portións of Township 21
North, Range 55 West, Sections 3, 4, 5,9 and 10, and Township 22 North, Range 55 West, Sections 27, ZB,2(),32, 33,
and 34. The monument is located south of and adjacent to the North Platte River, approximately four miles southwest of
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and three miles west of Gering, Nebraska.

The monument encompassesculturally significant geological features, buildings, structures, objects, and archeological
sites' Also included within the boundaries of the monument are inholdings or rþtrts-of-way for the Gering-Ft. Laramie
lrrigation District, the Gering lrrigation District (synonymous with the Mitðhell lrngation District, though th]s name applies
only outside monument boundaries), the Central lrrigation District, the Union paõit¡c Railroad, the Western Area power
Administration (WAPA), the Roosevelt Public Power District (RPPD), and the Nebraska Pubtic power District (NppD).
These resources are not affiliated with the monument.

A complete inventory and description of each building and structure extant within the monument follows. Table 1 lists the
contributing and noncontributing buildings, structures, objects, and sites. Table 2 provides a detailed list of contributing
and noncontributing archeological sites.
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Scotts Bluff National Monument
Name of Property

Table l: lnventory of Contributing and

4

tirl,i¡:,illi:1ìil:1

OMB No. 1024-0018 (ExPires 5/31i2012)

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
@

Noncontributing Resources

Date(s) Resource Name Contributinq/Noncontributing

Geoloqic Featu res
Prehistoric Scotts Bluff (including Eagle Rock and Saddle

Rock)
Contributing Site

Prehistoric South Bluff (including Sentinel Rock, Crown Rock
and Dome Rock)

Contributing Site

Prehistoric The Badlands Contributinq Site

Prehistoric, 1936 Scotts Spring Contributino Site

Buildinqs and Structures
1 990 Entrance Booth Noncontributinq Building

1935.1938,1948 Museum and Visitor Center Contributinq Buildinq

1 937 Comfoft Station Contributinq Buildinq

1 958 Camofire Circle Contributinq Structure

1938,1949 Ranqer's Residence (now Offices) Contributinq Buildinq

1 958 Mission 66 Residence Contributinq Buildinq

1936,1958,1981 Maintenance Shed Noncontributinq Building

ca.1990 Vehicle Shed Noncontributinq Structure

2007 Picnic Shelters Noncontributinq Structures (3)

1 933-1 939 Summit Road Contributinq Structure

ca. 1936 Saddle Rock Trail Contributinq Structure

ca.1936 Summit Trail and Observation Points Contributinq Structure

1 933 Metal Survey Post Contributinq Obiect
'1995 Observation Point Noncontributinq Structure

ca.1968 Bike Trail Noncontributinq Structure

ca.2010 Boundarv Fences Noncontributinq Structure

Siqns and Memorials
1912 Granite Marker Contributinq Obiect

Archeoloqical ìites and Ruins (also see Table 2)
Prehistoric Archeolooical Sites (40) Contributinq Sites (40)

Multi-Component Prehistoric and Historic Archeological Sites (2) Contributinq Sites (2)

Historic Archeolooical Sites (6). includinq, Noncontributinq Sites (3)

1 800-1 899 Oreoon Trail Contributinq Site

ca.1930 ZioZaoTrail Contributinq Site

1 930 Hiram Scott Memorial Arch Contributinq Site

lnholdinqs and Riqhts of Way
ca.1900 Gerinq-Ft. Laramie lrriqation District Canal Noncontributino Structure

ca.1900 Gerinq lrriqation District Canal Noncontributinq Structure

ca.1942 Central lrrioation District Canal Noncontributino Structure

ca.1910 Union Pacific Railroad Noncontributinq Structure

Western Area Power Administration (WAPA)
Transmission Line

Noncontributing Structure

Roosevelt Public Power District (RPPD)
Transmission Line

Noncontributing Structure

after 1964 Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD)
Radio Tower

Noncontributing Structure

ca.1932 Old Oreqon Trail (former State Highway 92) Noncontributinq Structure
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Name of Property County and State

Table 2' Archeological Sites within the Boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument.

State lD ASMIS ID Site Tvoels) Site Name Elioibilitv
25SF0001 1 sc8100005.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00032 sc8100006.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00033 sc8100007.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00034 sc8100008.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00035 sc8100009.000 Artifact Scatter Contributinq
25SF00036 scBL000'10.000 Habitation Contributino
25SF00037 sc8100011.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00038 sc8100012.000 Artifact Scatter Contributino
25SF00039 sc8100013.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00040 sc8100014.000 Artifact Scatter Contributino
2ssF00044 sc8100018.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00046 sc8100020.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00047 sc8100021.000 Rock Feature Contributinq
25SF00048 sc8100022.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00049 sc8100023.000 Historic Dumo Noncontributinq
25SF00050 sc8100024.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00051 sc8100025.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF000s4 sc8100027.000 Rock Feature Contributino
255F00055 scBL0002B.00 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00056 sc8100029.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
255F000s7 sc8100030.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00063 sc8100035.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00065 sc8100037.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00067 sc8100039.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00068 sc8100040.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00069 sc8100041.000 Artifact Scatter Contributino
25SF00070 sc8100042.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00071 sc8100043.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00072 sc8100044.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00073 sc8100045.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00074 sc8100046.000 Artifact Scatter Contributinq
25SF00076 sc8100048.000 Habitation Contributino
25SF00077 sc8100049.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00078 sc8100050.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00079 sc8100051.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00081 sc8100053.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
2ssF000B2 sc8100054.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00083 sc810005s.000 Lithic Scatter Contributino
25SF00084 sc8100056.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq
25SF00149 sc8100059.000 Structure Ditchrider's Duqout Noncontributinq
25SF001 50 sc8100060.000 Artifact Scatter Corsini Contributino
25SF00'151 sc8100062.000 Artifact Scatter

Hearth
Contributing

25SF00'152 sc8100061.000 Artifact Scatter
Hearth

Clawson Site Contributing

25SF00'153 sc8100063.000 Midden Historic Dump 2008-1 Noncontributinq
Hiram Scott Mem. sc8100058.000 Structure Hiram Scott Memorial Arch Contributino
SCBL-91-38 sc8100003.000 Lithic Scatter Contributinq

sc8100065.00 Structure ZioZaqfrail Contributino
sc8100064.000 I Structure The Oregon Trail (section) 

| Contributino
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Narrative Description
Resources in the monument can be divided into the following four categories: geologicalfeatures, buildings and

structures, signs and memorials, and archeological sites and ru¡ns. Other resources located within the boundaries but not

affiliated with the monument include non-park inholdings and rights-of-way.

Geological Features
The topõgraphy of western Nebraska is primarily flat prairie, making the layers of sandstone, siltstone, volcanic ash and

limestonãthat iorm the bluffs and badlands in the monument not only visually striking but also scientifically interesting.

Additionally, while the broad valley created by the North Platte River facilitated western migration, the badlands and bluff

formations'presented barriers to tiavel that forced immigrants out of the river valley. The natural, eroded depression

between Sentinel Rock (on South Bluff) and Eagle Rock (on Scotts Bluff) afforded Native and Euroamerican travelers a

path west, eventually named Mitchell Pass. Sciõntific interest in the site has been apparent since the 1890s, when the

Ú.S. Geotogic Survey made the first formal investigation of the area, and numerous geological publications have been

completed ðince then.1

The monument includes several geologicalfeatures that dominate the surrounding landscape. Though little is known

about the value of these resourcãs to p-rehistoric peoples and Native American tribes, archeological finds at the

monument indicate an extensive period of habitation. Euroamerican settlers valued these geologic features as

navigational aids, and overland journals recorded the profound psychological impact Scottã gluñ had on early pioneers.2

Morã than a physical landmark, ihese promontories were recognized as an "identifiable objective" that afforded weary

travelers a renewal of strenqth in the face of survived "floods, dust storms, quagmires, marauding lndians, cholera, and

the loss of loved ones in trailside graves."3 These natural landmarks are strongly associated with the significant

prehistoric and historic events that ultimately led to the establishment of the monument, and are contributing sites to the

Scotts Bluff National Monument Historic District.

Scotts Bluff
ScotLt glgff's a topographic feature rising 4,659 feet above sea level and 800 feet above the North Platte River'

According to the Ñat'ionål park Service (ÑpS), "the geology of Scotts Bluff is significant from a natural resource standpoint

because it affords a view of 740 feet of continuous geologic strata that spans a time period extending from 33 to 22 million

vears before present. The north face of Scotts Blufihas exposed the most geological history of any location in the state of

Ñlebraska."a écotts Bluff includes Eagle Rock (on the south side of the bluff) and Saddle Rock (on the east side of the

bluff).

South Bluff
South B¡,ff is separated from Scotts Bluff by the naturally eroded depression known today as Mitchell Pass. Like Scotts

Bluff, South Bluff rises above the flat prairiein geologic strata of sandstone, siltstone, volcanic ash and limestone. South

Bluff features Sentinel Rock (on the north enO ót tne bluff, opposite Eagle Rock at Mitchell Pass), Crown Rock, and Dome

Rock.

The Badlands
focated netween the north face of Scotts Bluff and the North Platte River, the badlands include steep-sided gullies known

as arroyos, which support little or no vegetation. The badlands feature the oldest exposed rocks (33 million years before

preseni¡, comprising'siltstones and mudstones with interbedded sandstones. Wide varieties of sedimentary structures,

iossils, and volcaniclastic sediments are present or have been found in the badlands.

1 National Park Service, U.S. Departmentof the lnterior, "scotts Bluff National Monument, Geologic Features,

http ://www. n ps.qov/scbl/natu rescience/qeology. htm.

ffionalMonument,Nebraska:AnAdministrativeHistory,1960.19B3,',19B3,
ttp://www.nps.qov/history/history/onltne þooKs/scol/aonuaonl'l . nlm.

tfiIJll1êt1t,Nebraska(1976),asquotedinRonCockrell,,.ScottsBluffNational
Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History, 1960-1983," 1983,

/his adhi/adhi1.htm.
"scotts Bluff National Monument, Geologic http://www. n ps. gov/scbl/natu rescience/qeoloqy. htm.
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Scotts Spring is a natural spring and underground cistern that is located at the base of Saddle Rock. Caven p. Clark
conducted an archeological survey at the monument in the early 1990s, noting that Scotts Spring',appeared to be a
complex stratified site" with a long occupational history, "which may span the Late Archaic to proionistori. purioã!.;t voru
recently, ca. 1920 and prior to the establishment of the Scotts Bluff National Monument, a homestead was located at the
spring site. ln 1936, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)undertook restoration of the spring in conjunction with other
work being completed at the monument. Today, Scotts Spring is a small trickle of water encased in a steel culvert that
runs beneath the Saddle Rock Trail.

Buildings and Structures
The monument includes buildings and structures from at least three building campaigns. The first dates from the initial
grading of the Summit Road and construction of the Museum , ca. 1934. Thã secondica. 1g38, included an addition to the
Museum, as wellas construction of the comfort station, Ranger's Residence (now ofiices¡, and Vaintenance Shed. The
third building campaig-n came as part of the Mission 66 initiative, a nationwide developmental program conducted by the
NPS from 1955 to 1966. Buildings from this time period include the Mission 66 residence and ine-campfire Circle, ca.
1 958.

ln addition to new construction, alterations were made to the Museum, through the addition of the Jackson Memorial
Wing, and the original Ranger's Residence, ca. 1948. Other buildings and stiuctures, such as the picnic shelters, parking
areas, and vehicle sheds, were added over time.

ln general, resources are described as one would encounter them upon entering the monument.

Entrance Booth
The entrance booth is located in the center of the two-lane road that accesses both the Museum complex and Summit
Road, off Old Oregon Trail' The building is rectangular in plan, sits on a poured concrete slab foundation, and is one story
with a gable roof. The.roof features exposed rafter tails and is clad in wood shingles. The building is clad in stucco with
T1-11 siding in the gable ends. One'by-one vinyl slider windows are located on 6oth the east and west elevations, and a
single-light vinyl picture window is located on tlte south elevation. The entrance door is located on the north elevation and
is a modern, one-light steel door.

The entrance booth was constructed in 1990 by the Pine Ridge Job Corps in Chadron, Nebraska. The building was
assembled off-site and moved to its current location. The entiance bootË, while compatible with the historic district, was
built outside the period of significance and is a noncontributing building within the historic district.

Museum and Visitor Genter
The Museum and Visitor Center is a roughly L-shaped building that faces southeast. The building is one story on a
basement, with a two-story tower wing oñ tñe southwest corni. The tower features a hip roof w¡îfr w¡Oe, projecting eaves;
the rest of the massing is covered by a shed-on-gable roof. The roof features projecting rafter tails and wood shingles
throughout. The building is clad in a combination of exposed, structural adobe Urict<s anO stucco; both the bricks and
stucco are painted.

The south elevation features the main entrance to the building: a projecting, enclosed porch defined by a pointed arch. Tothe east of the entryway are seven windows covered in brick Iatticework with brick sun's¡lls. A cellar-styl" door,
approximately centered on the south elevation, accesses a concrete well at the basement level. To thê west of theentryway is the tower, which features a three-light metal-sash picture window on the ground floor with a wood header andunpainted, red-brick subsill. The second floor of the tower on the south elevation feat"ures a centered pair of original, four-over-four wood-sash windows, also with an unpainted red-brick subsill. The upper-story window header ties into the plate
at the roofline.

The upper-floor windows of the tower on the south elevation are mimicked on the west elevation. At the ground floor, a
]f-Ote 

mgta.¡sash picture window features an unpainted brick subsill and a wood header. Historic photos andoocumentation reveal that this window was altered to a door to facilitate fee collection in the 1g40ò, and was laterreconverted to a window. North of the tower is a projecting entry with a modern, centered, metal siÁgle-light-Ooor. On thenorth elevation of the projecting entry is a metal-sash winðow with an unpainted brick subsill and woäd häadãr. The

"t""çt, 
P. Clark,."Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska,,, series ed.r-.4. calabrese, Lincoln, Nebraska: Midwest Archeological center, 1994, 20.
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remainder of the west elevation, referred to as the west w¡ng or the Paleontology wing, is defined by four windows

covered in brick latticework with brick subsills that mimic those on the south elevation. These windows are mirrored on the

east elevation of the west wlng. Two cellar doors on the west elevation access concrete wells at the basement level.

The north elevation opens onto and partially encloses the amphitheater. The west wing projection features a single

pentagonal window in the gable end, coverâd in brick latticework and with a brick subsill like others found on the south,

east, ãnd west elevations.-Th" west wing acts as the western enclosure for the amphitheater. The central massing

(Custodian's Office) on the north elevation is partially below ground level, with a double-door entrance accessed via a

recessed concrete stair on the west end. Two asymmetrical banks of modern, metal-sash windows are located east of the

entry door. The central massing recesses to the iackson wing, which features three banks of windows covered in brick

lattióework with brick subsills. Á single, metal entry door is located on the east end of the north elevation.

The remainder of the east elevation not previously described above is the gable end of the Jackson wing, which features

a pentagonal window in the gable end covered in brick latticework with a brick subsill; this window is exactly like the

wi'ndowlound on the north e-levation of the west wing. The west elevation is partially obscured from sight by the Comfort

Station building, which is not attached to the main building; however, the Comforl Station is connected to the Jackson

wing by the Amphitheater wall.

The building houses the Visitor Center and Museum. lnside the main entrance, exposed adobe bricks and the dark wood

ceiling are ðharacteristic of the original Museum space. A desk provides access to monument staff and separates the

publiðfrom the private office locatéd behind the desk (on the ground floor of the tower). Additional private office space is

located up a narrow staircase on the second level of the tower.

The paleontology wing, which houses interpretive displays and a screening room (with projection booth and screen), is

located on the nórtf' siOe of the first floor. The room is separated from the main entrance area by a short corridor, which

has stairs to the basement level. The Paleontology room was modified in 1979 to include a drop ceiling, smooth walls, no

windows, and carpet; however, the original timber-truss ceiling is still intact above the drop ceiling'

To the east of the entrance area is the gift shop, which opens into the Jackson wing. Both rooms were also modified in

1g79 and feature drop ceilings, smooth walls, no windows, and carpet. The original materials are present above the drop

ceiling and beneath the carPet.

The Museum and Visitor Center building was constructed in three stages. The central massing, which is bujlt of structural

adobe bricks, was completed in 193S. Às initially constructed, the building included the main entrance and four bays to

the east. The tower and paleontology wing, begun in 1937 and completed by June 1938, are also built of structural adobe

brick. Finally, the Jackson wing, dedrcated on August 15, 1943, and completed in 1948, is constructed of brick on a

concrete foundation. The Jackäon wing expanded tne original central massing by an extra three bays to the east side of

the building.

Non-public spaces include the Custodian's offices located on the north elevation. Built concurrently with the Paleontology

wing in tggg, tne offices are accessed from the corridor between the entrance and Paleontology wing. The offices are

part'íally subterranean and lead down to the basement level. The basement level houses the library, additional office

space, and the vault.

Modifications to the building (aside from the major additions described above) have occurred over time' As originally

constructed, the tower featured paired eight-light wood-sash casement windows at the ground level, one_ on the west

elevation and a pair on the south elevation. ln 1941 , the west elevation window was altered to a door to facilitate fee

collection. Later alterations restored the west elevation entry to a window, but modern metal-sash single-light picture

windows replaced the historic wood casements on both the west and south elevations of the tower (on the ground floor) a

an unknown date. These modern windows are also present on the north elevation Custodian offices. The original main

entry door, historically constructed of vertical wood boards and wrought-iron hardware, was also replaced at an unknown

date with a modern sieel and glass-light door. All exterior entrances presently have modern doors.

lnterior alterations have also occurred. Photos from June '1936 depict the original central massing interior as exposed

adobe brick (possibly painted) with nine-light wood windows, exposed wood rafters in the ceiling, and flooring of either

square laminate or sione. The Paleontology wing, as pictured in September 1940, was built with many of the same

feätures, although the interior brick was not exposed and may have been stucco-covered as originally constructed. The

Jackson wing feãtured exposed brick on the interior as initially constructed. By August 1951 , the windows of the
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Paleontology wing had been covered (possibly with temporary plywood). ln 197g, the interior of the entire Museum and
Visitor Center was remodeled with drop ceilings and carpet, and ãll of tÉe exposed interior brick (with the exception of the
main entrance area)was covered. Most of the original doors and framing are still intact on the interior.

The W-illiam Henry Jackson Collection, archived in the Museum and Visitor Center, bears historical significance in its own
right. Scotts Bluff is home to the world's largest collection of original William Henry Jackson sketches,-paintings, and
photographs. A large portion of the art work portrays life on the Oregon Trail and ine difficulties of pioneers tráveling to
Oregon' A few of the paintings date from the 1860s, but most were óreated by Jackson in the 1g30s, toward the end of
his life. Much of the collection is available online in digital format via a searchâble database.u

The Museum and Visitor Center was built within the period of significance for the monument and is a contributing building
to the historic district. The building retains integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and
association.

Comfort Station
The Comfort Station is a rectangular building that sits on a concrete foundation and features a side-gable roof with
exposed rafter tails. Like other buildings in the Monument, the roof is clad in wood shingles. The nuiiOing is clad in stucco
over structural adobe bricks. The gable ends (east and west elevations)feature pentagônalwindows co-vered in brick
latticework with brick subsills. The north and south elevations each feature two banks ãf symmetrically placed windows;
the south elevation features the typical brick latticework and brick subsills, while the north elevation ijdevoid of
latticework. Both the east and west elevations feature a single entry door. The building is divided on the interior, with the
women's restroom on the west side and the men's on the eást side.

Built in July 1937, the Comfort Station has undergone only minor alterations. The exposed adobe brick was covered with
stucco by July 1950. No alterations other than maintenance are known to have occurred to the building. The Comfoft
Station was built within the period of significance and is a contributing building to the monument. The building retains
integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling ánd assoliation.

Ile 9amp,fire C¡rcl oth)
The Campfire Circle is an amphitheater featuring rows of wooO benches on concrete footings, a projection screen on an
elevated concrete platform/stage, a projection booth, and a brick fire circle. The Campfire Circle is located north of and
adjacent to the Museum and Visitor Center. The north and west walls of the Museum building partially enclose the
Campfire Circle area, as does the north wall of the Comfort Station. The Campfire Circle is pãrtiaily eiclosed on the west,
north and east sides with'a wood fence, as well as a stucco-clad concrete masonry unit (CMU) fence toppeJ with sloped
red bricks on the east and south sides.

The projection booth is a rectangular, single-story building on a concrete foundation. The booth features stucco-clad
walls, a gable roof clad in wood shingles, and an entry dobr on the northeast elevation. The northwest elevation of the
booth features a window-style opening for media projôction.

The Campfire Circle was constructed in August 1958. As built, the Campfire Circle included both the wood and stucco*
clad CMU fences, the brick fire circle, the piojection screen and stage, and the same style of wood benches on concrete
footings found today' The projection booth wás added at an unkno,¡¿n t¡me and is compatible with the historic district. No
alterations or modifications other than maintenance are known to have occurred to the Campfire Circle. The Campfire
Circle is a contributing structure to the historic district. The structure retains integrity of materials, design, workmanship,
setting, locatíon, feeling and association.

@offices)
,lhe Ranger's Residence (now administrative offices) is a single-story building and is roughly cross-shaped in plan. The
puilO¡nO sits on a concretefoundation and features a'cro.s-gãble roof with wõod shingles and exposed raftertails. Thebuilding was constructed in two parts: the original massing (äompleted in 1937) was ónstructed of structural adobe
bricks clad in stucco, while the west additionJcompleteO iñ ìgagiwas constructed of CMU clad in stucco. The eastelevation features a central, exterior chimney, also clad in stucco and topped with red bricks. A second, interior chimneyis located at the ridge of the cross gable on ihe northeast elevation.

Monument, online at www.whicollection.com.

:r,r::.ir.i::r.:]l]lffi.::,ìi:i:lu.:r:]r.t::l:i:rtr!,::.:a::i.: r:jil

ô William Henry Jackson Collection at Scotts Bluff National
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The main (south) elevat¡on features a partially enclosed, partially covered patio area and the main entrance door to the

east. The center of the south elevation extenás beyond the central massing; this is mimicked on the north elevation to

create the cross-shaped plan previously mentioneå. windows throughout the building.feature wood headers and red brick

subsills; most windows have been replaced with modern metal sash in the same profile. There are a few exceptions to

this, specifically on the west and north elevation, where multi-light wood-sash windows are intact beneath exterior storm

windows. All doors appear to be original'

The interior of the space, although converted to offices, has been largely unaltered.. original doors, built-ins, and room

divisions are still intact. The historic kitchen ãrea is devoid of typical Èitctren items (sink, stove, refrigerator, etc'), but the

space is primarilY intact.

The Ranger's Residence was built in 1g37 as a two-bedroom, one-bath house. ln 1949, a third bedroom and laundry

room were added on the northwest corner. The building is largely intact with the exception of some new windows;

however, these windows conform to the original windoür openings and do not detract from the historic appearance of the

building. The Ranger,s Residence was bu¡líáuring the p"iioo of'significance and is a.contributing building to the historic

district. The building retains integrity of materials,äesign, workmañship, setting, location, feeling and association'

Mission 66 Residence
The Mission 66 Residence, occasionally referred to as Residence No. 6 in historic documents, is a single-story building'

rectangular in plan, *itt, u óio"-gable robf w¡tl", wooo shingles. The building features a poured-concrete foundation and is

constructed of cMU clad in stucco. The main (soutÀ) eleüation features a low-profile projection from_the central massing

with a central entry door (accessed via a concìete stoop) and large "chicago-style" picture window (fixed centralwindows

flanked by operable on"-òuer-one windows). All other windows on the building are one-over-one light, including those

flanking the central prol".tion on the south âlevation (two windows to the easf and one to the west). The west elevation

featurel a single centrál window. The east elevation features two windows'

The north elevation features a single-car garage and secondary entrance on the west side. A low-profile projection on the

east is topped by a gable roof and features a Ëank of two windóws. A cMU chimney is located on the western half of the

north elevation near tf," g"r"gu. The north elevation is partially enclosed with a wood privacy fence'

The Mission 66 Residence was completed by November 1958. lt was built during the monument's last major construction

campaign and possesses features similar toihose of other buildings at the monument, such as stucco walls and wood

shingles on the roof. The building was constructed within the perioã of significance and is a contributing building to the

historic district. rne nuiiã¡Ág retaîns integrity of materials, design, workmãnship, setting, location, feeling and association'

Maintenance Shed
The Maintenance shed is located in the courtyard north of the two residence buildings. The building is rectangular in plan

sits on a concrete foundation, and features a áaltbox roof with exposed rafter tails and wood shingles. The building is

thirteen bays wide, clad in stucco, and fronti south. Ten bays feature modern, garage-style roll-up doors' The other three

Uáyi nuu" 
"neen 

iniitteO with pedestrian entrances and windows in various configurations.

The east elevation features an original window bank, characterized by three six-light wood-sash casements topped with t

wood header. original, chamfered rafter tails (four total) are exposedbn this elevãtion. The ridgeline of the east elevation

features a large metal vent; other, smaller vents are also located on the roof'

The north elevation is devoid of openings. The north and west elevations reveal the "bank-barn"-style construction

method of the west-end additions to the Maintenance Shed (3 bays added in_1958 and four bays added in 1981)' The

ground level at the norlhwest corner is approximately one roòt ueiow the roofline. The west elevation features one moder

íinyl slider window, one chamfered rafter tail, and the exposed concrete foundation.

originally constructed with six bays and of structural adobe brick on concrete footings (and a partial poured-concrete

foundation)in 1g36, the Maintenánce shed received two majoradditions. ln 1958, as partof the Mission 66 construction

efforts, three additionãinàyr, constructed of cMU, were addêd to the west side of the building' ln 1981, four more bays

were added to tne weit, cónåtructeo of gypsum wallboard on a poured-concrete foundation. other alterations include

changes to the original garage doors, which were originally wood-panel roll-up doors devoid of windows' By 1958' fifteen

panel wood with three-light roll-up garage doors had repla-ced the originals. Today, modern metal garage doors and som

infilled bays are present; the current doors were installed in 2005.
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The Maintenance Shed has been significantly altered. Although the east elevation as seen from outside the courtyard still
conveys the historic profile, massing, materials, design, and workmanship, the south (main) elevation of the building
reads as a confused mix of materials and does not convey a unified construction (or addition)date. However, from ihe
public right-of-way (outside the courtyard), the building retains integrity. Future alterations could be done sensitively to
restore the historic context of the building, but the Maintenance Shed as it currently stands is a noncontributing buiiding to
the historic district. Future repairs and maintenance could include plans for sensitive rehabilitation of the building over
time, as per National Park Service policies and the Secretary of the lnterior's Sfandards and Guidetines for the Treatment
of Historic Prope rties.

Vehicle Shed
The Vehicle Shed is located within the courtyard between the two residence buildings. The building is rectangular in plan,
features a concrete-slab foundation, and has a side-gable roof clad in wood shingles. The north (main)elevation is open
to provide access for large maintenance and other vehicles. The east, south, and west elevations are clad in T1-1 1 and
plywood siding.

The Vehicle Shed is a modern structure completed at an unknown date. Although compatible with other structures, the
building was constructed outside of the period of significance. The Vehicle Shed is a noncontributing structure within the
historic district.

Gourtvard Walls
The courtyard walls surround the residences and Maintenance Shed area; additional walls are located on the east and
south sides of the Campfire Circle. The walls are constructed of CMU with a stucco overlay and are topped with red
bricks.

The first couñyard walls were built at the same time as the original Museum. Photos from '1936 depict the adobe-brick
walls completed around the museum and in the residence/maintenance shed area, but without a stucco coating. By May,
1942, the walls were beginning to collapse in the west section of the courtyard; it appears that the walls were repaired at
thattime. Furtherdeterioration occurred overtime, and by September, 1949, severalsections of thewalls had collapsed.
The adobe walls were removed and replaced with CMU, in roughly the same alignment and with the same finish, in
August 195'1 . Add¡tional modifications for the walls came with the completion of the Mission 66 Residence and west side
addition to the Maintenance Shed in November 1958.

The walls, although reconstructed with CMU in the 1950s, maintain their historic appearance and finish. Built and altered
to CMU within the period'of significance, they are contributing structures to the historic district. The structures retain
integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Picnic Shelters
Three picnic shelters are located in the parking area east of the Museum and Visitor Center. Each shelter is built of four
wood posts set in concrete footings and features a gable roof clad in wood shingles. The picnic shelters are modern
structures completed in 2007. They are compatible with the historic structures but were built outside the period of
significance and are noncontributing structures to the historic district.

Summit Road
The Summit Road is a two-lane, two-way, reinforced Portland-cement concrete road that extends 1.582 miles from the
intersection of Old Oregon Trail to the parking area at the summit of Scotts Bluff. Three vehicular tunnels and a winding
road at a maximum 7 percent grade follow the natural contours of the western side of the bluff and lead to a parking area
at the top of the geological formation. From the parking area, pedestrian trails lead to panoramic viewpoints and to lhe
Saddle Rock Trail.

The Summit Road was well documented in summer 2000 for the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER No. NE-
11). Begun in 1933 and completed in 1940, with additionaltunnelportalconstruction cõmpleted in 198g,ìhe road
"provides access to the summit of Scotts Bluff while preserving the natural beauty and hisìorical integrity of the site. Built
primarily by relief labor during the Depression, the road features concrete slab paving and three short túnnels."t Built
during the period of significance, the Summit Road is a contributing structure to the historic district. The structures retain
tntegrity of materials, design, workmanship, sett¡ng, location, feeling and association.

t 
Alicia Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1,' 2OOO,1, Historic American Englneering Record, on file at

the Library of Congress.
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Saddle Rock Trail
Saddte Roct tiãll, occasionally referred to as the Museum-Summit Trail in historic documents, is a paved path leading
from the Museum and Visitor Center to the top of Scotts Bluff. The trail runs along the east side of the bluff, past Scotts

Spring, and continues via a series of switchbacks to a pedestrian tunnel through the bluff. The tunnel was carved from the

delicate sandstone and today still features the tool marks of its construction as well as the handprints of visitors. Emerging
from the tunnel on the north side of the bluff, more switchbacks continue to the summit.

The Saddle Rock Trailwas developed concurrently with the Museum and Visitor Center and the Summit Road, ca. 1936.

Although it was not historically paved (asphalt surfacing came in the 1950s), it follows roughly the same alignment it did

historically. Minor alterations, such as concrete stairs and new CMU retaining walls to replace historic masonry walls
(specifically on the north side of the pedestrian tunnel, completed in 2008) have not detracted from the character of the

trail. Built within the period of significance, the Saddle Rock Trail is a contributing structure to the historic district. The
structure retains integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

Summit Trail and Observation Points
The Sumrilt Trail is located at the top of Scotts Bluff, and allows visitors to experience views on both the north and south

sides of the monument via short, paved trail sections. The south trail section follows the natural topography of the bluff

and provides views of the Saddle Rock Trail and Museum. The north trail section also conforms to the natural topography
and affords views to the town of Scottsbluff to the north, as well as the North Platte River, the badlands area of the
monument, and flat plains in almost every direction. ln clear conditions, other rock formations along the North Platte River
are visible from the trail.

Nearthe north edge of the bluff is a metalsurvey post, staked there in 1933. The marker has been an excellent method

for measuring the erosional environment of the bluff, which is regularly exposed to severe winds and rain. The combined
erosive effects are clearly visible to the naked eye, as the metal post was staked levelto the surface in 1933 and is now

exposed to a depth of approximately one-foot.

The Summit Trail also features three observation points, two of which were constructed in the 1930s. The two 1930s
viewpoints are characterized by masonry walls, built by the ERA ca. 1936 and completed by June 1939.8 One is roughly
centered on the north side of the bluff and one is to the west. ln order to facilitate construction, temporary work shelters
were built on top of the monument, likely to protect masons from severe winds.

The third observation point was built in 1995 to address continued visitor use of a social trail.

The Summit Trail and the 1930s observation points were built during the period of significance and are contributing
structures to the historic district. The metal survey post is a contributing object to the historic district. The structures and

object retain integrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association. The 1995 observation
point was built outside the period of significance and is noncontributing.

Bike Trail
tfie Aife trail is a modern, paved path that enables visitors to reach the Museum and Visitor Center from the surrounding
communities by bicycle. The path borders and is outside monument boundaries on the east side of Scotts Bluff. A
segment of the path crosses monument lands and terminates at the Museum and Visitor Center. The Bike Trail is a

modern resource built outside of the period of significance and is a noncontributing structure to the monument.

Boundary Fences
The east boundary of the monument is bordered by a fence comprising round wood poles spaced at approximately five-
foot intervals, connected via metalcables. This modern fence was constructed ca. 2010 to replace metal poles and

barbed wire fencing that dated from 1945. The new fencing is in the historic alignment but is less visually disturbing and

more wildlife friendly than the historic. Fences in the monument are considered noncontributing structures.

I ERA is synonymous with FERA, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration, one of Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Depression-era relief programs. FERA was created in 1932 and was replaced by the Works Progress Administration in

1 935.
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Signs and Memorials
over the years, the monument has had numerous types of signage, interpretive panels, and memorials. signs haveranged in size, shape, and style from simple, painteï wood si"gns on wood potes to .;-;;;#;i;;ö;rä concretebases coated in stucco. Photos from 1936 depict the first mrsäum sign, a iust¡c woo¿ pole with a hanging wood signadvertising "Museum." Today, the monument features a variety of sig-n types from a-range of dates. For example, theentrances to the monument feature two stucco-clad signs, designedìn isis¿, ¡nrorring visitors they are entering scottsBluff National Monument, one each at the east and weit entranies. A similar sign, located at the intersection of oldoregon Trail and the summit Road, advertises the Museum and Headquarters." ' --

ln 1966' the Monument undertook a "Sign and Wayside Exhibit Plan," removing many of the original painted wood signson wood (or sometimes metal) poles. Tñe 1954-style stucco signage remainedl and iemains today, as did some of thewood signs (specifically, there is at least one champhered wooä põst that reads "Museum,,with a directional arrow extanton the saddle Rock Trail). several new signs were installed at this time. tn tgaz, anoil-rer waysioe È"Áìt-¡iólun *",implemented; most of the extant interpretive panels date from this period.

Memorials, such as plaques, benches, and markers, also dot the landscape of the monument. The first known memorialis a granite marker that reads "oregon Trail Marked by the state of Nebraska 1g12rrail passed 37 Feet Norlh of thisPoint Mitchell Pass'" other memorials include a ptaquã that tells of the legend of Hiram scott, donated by the Daughtersof the American Revolution (DAR) and originally locåted at the base of the Zig zagTrait. The plaque was moved to scottsspring in the 1930s and is now located atine tóp of scotts Bluff. Also, granitJuenîhes located throughout the park arededicated to various historical persons.

With the exception of the 1912 granite marker (discussed below), signs and memorials are expected to changeperiodically and are noncontributing objects to ihe historic district. Aiull inventory oiãtr signs and memorials within themonument was outside the scope of this nomination and, with the exception of the 1g12 jranite marker, áre not includedin the resource count for this nomination.

1912 Granite Marker
The 1912 granite marker is not known to have been relocated from its original location. The marker is located in MitchellPass and marks the historic location of a section of the oregon Trail. Th;1u2 marker is a contributing object to themonument, and retains integrity of materials, design, workmãnship, setting, location, ieeling and association.

Archeological Sites and Ruins
According to the original nomination (submitted in 1976 and listed by the Keeper of the National Register in 1g7g),"prehistoric structures, all of which arà unexposed, include four campsites of various lndian tribes, located near the bluff-top parking lot, at the base of the north side of scotts Bluff, on the east side of scotts Bluff, and on the south side of southBluff'"e A list of classified structures was included as a coniinuation sheet for the original nomination. The fourarcheological sites are kept classified within this update in ordàr to protect the histoäc resources, and are contributing tothe monument.

Additionalarcheologicalsurveys have been conducted atthe monumentsince 1g76. ln september 1gg1, caven p. clarkof the NPS Midwest Archeological Center identified forty-nine previously unrecorded àrcheological sites (includingisolates; see the section on prehistoric archeological sites for claii¡¡cation on the number of recorded sites in themonument) by pedestrial 
.survey, forty-seven oiwlich are prehistori".'o in tnà sp;rg;i 1993, two additionat sites werediscovered and eight prehistoricsites were tested. Most of ihese sites were exposed due to continual erosion at themonument' Although the resulting survey report did not formally evaluate the sites for listing in the National Register ofHistoric Places (NRHP), either ináividuaúy ot as contributing to'the historic district, the report concluded that,,[v]irtually allareas of the Monument.,have the potential for containing buied sites, especially in alluvial deposits at the base of southBluff and Scotts Bluff.

Further investigation o-f-archeological sites within the monument boundaries occurred in 2008, when Anne M. wolleyVawser, also of the NPS Midwesi Archeological center, visited ine s¡te with park staff. The team recorded four additional

terofHistoricPlaceslnventory-NominationForm:ScottsBluffNationalMonument,,,
fpproved October 3, 1gTB,7-1.

li 1l1Í ::1i:leolosl;al survey of scotts Bluff National Monument, scotts Btuff county, Nebraska.,,ularK' "Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska,,' 39.

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska

;:'ai¿.tì¡lì..'r.jn¡.:!ìriì:t:¿ìiûer::..r.:!:
Li:ìl.i'i:::ìi:,r.r,1,:.,ri:r,:.
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sites and an isolated artifact. Additionally, Vawser obtained a small sample of charcoal for radiocarbon dating from one
site, documented as 25SF151. The site is an exposed charcoal lens; eroding out of the lens is fire-cracked rock, flakes of
brown and gray chert, one groundstone fragment, and several small fragments of burned bone. The collected charcoal
sample "was later submitted for analysis and returned a conventional radiocarbon age of 1930 +/- 40 years before
present or a calibrated age of BC 10 to AD '140 (Beta #262605)."12

Another site recorded during Vawser's visit was 25SF150. Paleontologists had previously collected three artifacts from
the location: a projectile point, a biface, and a large flake. Additionally, Vawser's team observed a light scattering of
artifacts and bone fragments erod¡ng out of the mesa edges. Evaluation of the previously collected projectile point (a

small, corner-notched point made of flint with a convex to straight base) indicated a possible late prehistoric date for the
site. The point itself is similar to Galt points, early arrow points found in Montana and Wyoming dating to about 1500 to

900 befoie present (BP), or the early part of the Late Prehistoric era (1900 to 150 BP) in tne nign plains area.t'

ln the future, heretofore undiscovered prehistoric and historic archeological sites located within the monument should be

evaluated for eligibility to the NRHP individually and as contributing sites to the monument. The following descriptions of
the known prehistoric and historic archeological sites should aid future researchers in determining what qualifies a site as

contributing to the monument.

Prehistoric Archeoloqical Sites
To clarify, as of the date of this nomination, 48 archeological sites have been documented within the park: 40 are
prehistoric, 6 are historic (discussed below), and 2 are multi-component (both prehistoric and historic). These numbers
vary from those previously by Clark (1994) and Vawser (2008). The reason for this is that Clark recorded several isolated
artiiacts (isolates), which are not counted as archeological sites.la

To understand the date_ranges associated with archeological sites, the Nebraska State Historical Society compiled an

archeological timeline.'" Briefly,

9,000 - 12,000 years ago: Big Game Hunters (Paleoindian)
2,000 - 9,000 years ago: Foragers (Plains Archaic)
1,000 - 2,000 years ago: Early Potters (Plains Woodland)
600 - 1,000 years ago: Village Farmers (Plains Village)
100 - 400 years ago: Postcontact Tribes
100 - 300 years ago: Europeans and Americans

Of the prehistoric sites recorded within the monument, only t have a definitive time period associated with them. The
above described sites (25SF150 and 25SF150) are just two examples that illustrate a temporal frame of reference for
prehistoric activities. ln otherwords, dated prehistoric sites within the monument generally range between 1,930 and 370
years old. Exceptions to this are included on both sides of the timeline. Specifically, site 25SF41 contained a possible

stemmed point, which could date to as early as the Plains Archaic stage (BC 6000). Alternately, a single blue glass trade
bead was discovered by Marvin Kay on the top of the mesa south of Mitchell Pass. This artifact could be attributed to
post-contact tribes, early Euroamerican traders, or immigrants on the Oregon Trail.

Prehistoric archeological sites in the monument include lithic and arlifact scatters, habitation sites, rock features, and
hearths, Though an exact location and description of each site is not included here (to protect the resources), Table 2

(above) provides the state and NPS site numbers, site type(s), and eligibility evaluations for each.

H istoric Archeoloqical Sites
Historic archeological sites recorded at Scotts Bluff have been largely limited to refuse scatters associated with dumping.
For example, site 25SF'153 is a "moderately sized refuse scatter of historic bottles, glass, and metal artifacts. One liquor
bottle, a small green medicine bottle, and two ceramic vessel sherds with maker's marks were collected to help determint
the age of the dump.... Based on preliminary research of the collected artifacts the dump dates to the late 1940s or early

" Trip Report, Anne M. Wolley Vawser, NPS Midwest Archeological Center (trip conducted September 10-12,2008),
August 8,2011, 1. On file at the NPS Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, Nebraska.
tt Trip Report, Anne M. Wolley Vawser, August 8,2011,2.
1a Personal communication with Anne Vawser, NPS Midwest Archeological Center, October 2011.
15 Nebraska State Historicalsociety, ArcheologicalTimeline, http://www.nebraskahistorv.orq/archeo/timeline/index.htm.
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1950s' The park has had severalsimilar historic dumps evaluated previously to determine age and significance in hopes
of eventually cleaning up the area. All are sim¡lar types of ravine dumps in ftie norftiãrn portion of the park.,,

Based on the relatively recent dates associated with the historic archeology found at the site, and the nature of said sites(primarily dumping sites), historic sites located within the boundaries of thä monument are not generally considered
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, either individually or as 

"ántrìouiing 
to the historic district. Exceptions

to this include the oregon Trail ruts, the Zig ZagTrail, and the Hiram Scott Memorial Arch (discussed below). Table 2(above) provides the state and NPS site numbe-rs, site type(s), and eligibility evaluations for each recorded historic site inthe monument' For more information on the individual sites, researcheis urä encorruged to contact the NpS Midwest
Archeological Center in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Oregon Trail
The three-and-one-half miles of distinctive.ruts that run through Mitchell Pass mark a section of the Oregon Trail, asignificant historic resource in the United States. The ruts arJaccessed by a paved trail that leads from the Visitor Centerand roughly parallels old oregon Trail. Along the paved trail sit three covéred ;"ó;; that the monument uses for disptayand interpretation.

The ruts mark the westward passage of a half-million individuals seeking new lives in the American West. The segment ofthe oregon Trailthrough Mitchell Pass was.alsg gsed by Mormon.and ialifornia emigrants, the pony Express (1860-61),
and the first transcontinental telegraph line (1861¡. rne iozo nomination notes, "arcÀäeological materials excavated
within the boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument and historic objects from within the park are historically
associated with its primary theme, the oregon Trail."17 However, as disóussed above, few if any historic archeological
sites recorded within the monument date to this period in the monument's history, witir the notatle 

"*.épì¡on 
of the rutsthemselves.

ln2011, the National Park Service commissioned the "Oregon Trail Ruts Landscape Study and Environmental
Assessment," prepared by Mundus Bishop Design, lnc., an"d ERo Resourcu coifãration. The study, among other things,provided an assessment of character-defining features of the oregon Trail and däcumented historið and existingconditions' The Oregon Trail, which has been designated as a Nalional Historic Trail, was developed during the period ofsignificance and is a contributing site to the monument. The segment of the trail locaied within the monument retainsintegrity of materials, design, workmanship, setting, location, f"éting and association.

ZigZaqTrail
The Zig ZagÏrail was the first official trail within the monument. The trail was so well constructed, with switchbackscarved into the earth snaking up the east side of the bluff, that even though the trail has been abandoned since the 1930sit is still clearly visible on the landscape. An entrance archway, known as the Hiram Scott MemorialArch, originallymarked the base of the trail. Both the trail and the archway aie being allowed to go tã iuin.

The Zig ZagTrail was constructed prior to the Museum and Visitor Center, ca. 1g2T.The trail itself has always beenlocated within the monument boundaries, but vehicular access to.the trail, and possibly the physical locations of parkingand picnic areas at the base of the trail, were historically on private lands. By the 1g30s, the National park servicerecognized this and began plans for construction of new trails and a museum on the south side of the bluff. The Zig ZagTrail was abandoned sñortly after the Museum and saddle Rock Trail were completed. Today, the Zig zag Trailand thehistoric access, parking, an-d picnic areas (no longer extant)"r" on monument lands.

The Zig ZagTrail predates the Museum and Visitor Center and was one of the first constructed public areas in theMonument. The management policy for the zig zag Trail is to àttow the trail to go to ruin and, ultimately, for the east sideof the bluff to revert ¡att to a natural state. Thã zig zag Trail dates to the periJd of sijnificance, and ¡s a contr¡outing sitelo the monument. The trail retains integrity of mateî¡alslO"rión, *orkmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.The management strategy for the trail,"since ca. 1940, has bäen to allow the trail to ilowly and deliberately revert to aIatural state.

]f frip neport, Anne M. Wolley Vawser, August 8,2011,2.
HrÞogast, "National Register of Historic Places lnventory-Nomination Form: Scotts Bluff National Monument,,,g.

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
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The Hiram Scott MemorialArch
An entrance archway, known as the Hiram Scott Memorial Arch, originally marked the base of the Zig ZagTrail. Built of
concrete, stone, and stucco, the arch was dedicated on July B, '1930. The arch, along with a bronze plaque, was erected
by the Katahdin Chapter of the DAR and was dedicated by William Henry Jackson. The ruins of the arch are still visible at
the base of the trail. ln 1932, the DAR plaque commemorating Hiram Scott was moved from the base of the Zig ZagTrail
(adjacent to the archway) to a new home at Scotts Spring. The plaque has since been relocated to the top of Scotts Bluff.
Like the trail, the archway is deliberately being allowed to go to ruin.

The Hiram Scott Memorial Arch predates the Museum and Visitor Center and was part of one of the first constructed
public areas in the Monument. The management policy for the archway is to allow it to go to ruin and, ultimately, for the
east side of the bluff to revert back to a natural state. The arch dates to the period of significance, and is a contributing
site to the monument. lt has been recorded as an archeological structure (SC8L00058.000) and, for the purposes of this
nomination, is a contributing archeological site to the monument. The arch retains integrity of materials, design,
workmanship, setting, location, feeling and association.

lnholdings and Rights-of-Way
The following resources are located within the boundaries but are not affiliated with the monument. Evaluation of these
resources for individual eligibility to the NRHP is outside of the scope of this nomination; the holdings and rights-of-way
are inventoried here due to their location within monument boundaries, and are noncontributing structures to the
monument. ln some cases, resources listed below may be eligible to National Register, either individually or as
contributing to a district, regardless of the fact that they are noncontributing to the Scotts Bluff National Monument Historic
District.

Gerinq-Ft. Laramie lrriqation District Canal
The Gering-Ft. Laramie lrrigation District is a private company based in Lyman, Nebraska. The Gering-Ft. Laramie canal
is one of two canals that divert water from the Fort Laramie Canal of the North Platte Project at the Whalen Diversion,
located 6.5 miles west-northwest of the town of Fort Laramie, Wyoming.ls The Gering-Ft. Laramie canal right-of-way is

thought to date to ca. 1900 in its current alignment through the monument. The canal enters monument boundaries in the
southeast corner, crossing under Old Oregon Trail near the eastern boundary. A service road parallels the canal. The
canalflows roughly north-northeast before exiting monument lands.

The Gering-Ft. Laramie lrrigation District canal may be eligible for the NRHP. At least one historic context specific to
surface water irrigation in Nebraska has been written." To date, the only known extant historic context documents
pertaining specifically to historic canals, facilities, or irrigation districts associated with the North Platte Project are those
compiled by the Bureau of Reclamation for use in National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)Section '106 consultation for
proposed federal undertakings in Scotts Bluff County, also on file with the SHPO. Previous Section 106 evaluations have
classified the structure as eligible, although most of the canal has not been inventoried and evaluated in terms of NRHP
criteria.20

Regardless of the Gering-Ft. Laramie lrrigation District Canal's individualeligibility to the NRHP (an evaluation of which
was outside of the scope of this nomination), the structure was not historically associated with development of Scotts Blufl
National Monument and is noncontributing to the historic district.

Gerinq lrriqation District Canal
The Gering lrrigation District is a private company. lt is a continuation of the Mitchell lrrigation District Canal, although this
name applies only outside of the monument. The canal/district changes names just west of the monument boundary. The
canal crosses the boundary in the northwest part of the monument and flows roughly east-southeast through the
badlands, exiting the boundaries in the northeast part of the monument. The Gering lrrigation District righlof-way is

thought to date to ca. 1900 in roughly its current alignment through the monument. Some minor changes to the alignment
within monument boundaries are known to have occurred.

18 Goshen lrrigation District, "GlD Organization/History," http://www.goshenirrigation.com/aboutus.aspx.
1e Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office, "Historic Context Report 08.13: Surface Water lrrigation in Nebraska," n.d.
On file at the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office, Lincoln, NE.
20 Personal communication with John H. Lawson, Area Manager, United States Department of the lnterior Bureau of
Reclamation, September 29, 201 1.
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The Gering lrrigation District canal may be eligible for the NRHP; however, individual evaluation of the resource is outside
the scope of this nomination' As noted above, the only extant historic contexts for surface water irrigation are on file with
the Nebraska SHPO. lt is unknown if the Gering lrrigation District has had specific evaluation. As a"privately owned
resource, the district is not necessarily subject to Section 106 of the NHPA and may not have been þreviously evaluated.
Regardless of the Gering lrrigation District-Ca.nal's individual eligibility to the NRHÞ, the structure was not historically
associated with development of Scotts Bluff National Monument and is noncontribuiing to the historic district.

Gentral lrriqation District Canal
The Central lrrigation District is a private company and one of several responsible for maintaining the Gering valley Drain
Project' The Central lrrigation District canal takes water directly from the North Platte River near'ihe northerir boundary of
the monument. The canal flows east-southeast, parallel to the river, out of the monument boundary and into the town of
Gering. The Central lrrigation District Canal is thought to date at least to 1g42, when historic photographs on file at the
monument depict car bodies being used for diversion at the head gate.

The Central lrrigation District canal may be eligible for the National Register of Historic places; however, individual
evaluation of the resource is outside the scope of this nomination. ns noteo above, the only extant histoiic contexts for
sudace water irrigation are on file with the Nebraska SHPO. lt is not clear whether the Ceniral lrrigation District has had
specific evaluation. As a privately owned resource, the district is not necessarily subject to Section 106 of the NHpA and
may not have been previously evaluated. Regardless of the Central lrrigation O¡str¡"í Canal's individual elijinility to tne
NRHP' the structure w.ag no! historically associated with development oJ Scotts Bluff National Monument a"no ¡s
noncontributing to the historic district.

Union Pacific Railroad
Running parallel to the North Platte River on the north edge of the monument boundaries is the two-track Union pacific
Railroad (UPRR)' The railroad is still in use, with upward óf seventy-five trains running on a daily basis. This level of traffic
necessitated the expansion of the line from a single track to a double track at an unkriown date but sometime since
establishment of the monument.

The UPRR may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Historic railroad alignments are often associated
with events that have made significant contribulions to the broad patterns of American history, While the UpRR alignment
dates to ca' 1910 in the Scotts Bluff area, the alignment within monument boundaries was expanded from a single track
to a two-track at an unknown date to accommodãte for the heavy traffic the railroad still sees today. This likely required
alterations to the historic track, possibly including the alignment, rails, and other features, and definitely added a second
track; the combined alteraiions may have resulted in a loìs of integrity of materials, design, workmanship,teeting, anOassociation.

Regardless of the Union Pacific Railroad's indvidual eligibility to the NRHP, the evaluation of which is outside the scopeof this nomination, the structure was not historically assóciatéd with development of the Scotts Bluff National Monumentand is noncontributing to the historic district.

Twotransmi'.ion:theWAPAtransmissionlineandtheRoosevelt
Pubjic Power District (RPPD) transmission line. The WAPA t¡nã was historically located outside of the boundaries, but the1956 expansion of the monument enveloped the transmission line right-of-way.

le,W{en-line may be eligible for the NRHP. Transmission line alignments are often associated with events that havemade significant contributìons to the broad patterns of American his-tory. The line itself, comprising wood H-poles,transmission cables, conductors, insulators,.and mounting equipment, appears to retain integrity. Regardless of theWAPA Transmission Line's individual etlgibílity to the NRÈP, irrå evatuaiion of which is outside the scope of thisnomination, the structure was not historically associated with development of the Scotts Bluff National Monument and isnoncontributing to the historic district.

District lon

J:"^.Yi? !rans,miss191t 
line was.histori.cally.located outside of monument boundaries, but the 19b6 expansion of the

i,:llTT,!"nveloped the transmission line righ.t-of-way. The RPPD line may be etigibte for the NationaL negiste, ot

lllÏ:P^:!y 19 
t,l? broad patterns. of American histofi. The line itsetf, comprising wood H-potes, transmission cabtes,conductors, insulators, and mounting equipment, appears to retain integrity. Regärdless of the RppD frrnrn,.ir"Jãn"iin"',

(Exp¡res S/31/2012)

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
County and State
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individual eligibility to the NRHP, the evaluation of which is outside the scope of this nomination, the structure was not

historically associated with development of the Scotts Bluff National Monument and is noncontributing to the historic

district.

Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) Radio Tower
The l.lPPD radio tower is located near the eastern border of the monument, east of and adjacent to the former Scotts Blu

Country Club site. The NPPD was formed in 1970 and its headquarters building, the historicWestern Public Service
Building in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, was listed in the National Register in2004. The radio tower located on monument land

is a tall metaltower painted red and white and laterally braced with cables. A small CMU service building and chain-link
fence are located at the base of the tower. lt is unlikely that this modern resource is eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places; however, evaluation of the resource is outside the scope of this nomination. The NPPD Radic

Tower was not historically associated with development of the Scotts Bluff National Monument, was constructed outside
of the period of significance, and is a noncontributing structure to the historic district.

Old Oreqon Trail
fne county road called Old Oregon Trail (formerly Nebraska State Highway 92) divides the monument between Scotts
Bluff and South Bluff, running approximately southeast{o-northwest through the monument through Mitchell Pass. Old

Oregon Trail connects with U.S. 26 approximately twenty miles east of the monument and with State Highway 29 about
three miles north of headquarters. Old Oregon Trail parallels the Oregon Trail ruts within the monument boundaries. The
road was graded and graveled in 1 932. On March 10, 1937 , N PS received a quit-claim deed from Scotts Bluff Cou nty for
title to the portion of the highway that passes through the monument. The highway was graveled, realigned, and generall

improved as part of a CCC project from 1937 to 1940.
Today, Old Oregon Trail is a two-lane, asphalt-clad roadway typical of those found throughout the country. lt is unlikely
that Old Oregon Trail is eligible for listing in the NRHP; however, evaluation of the resource is outside the scope of this
nomination. Old Oregon Trail was not historically associated with development of the Scotts Bluff National Monument an<

is a noncontributing structure to the historic district.

Gharacter Defining Features
Buildings constructed during the Civilian Conservation Corps era were built of structural adobe bricks clad in stucco and

featured wood-shingle gable roofs. Two exceptions apply: first, the main entrance to the Visitor Center is not clad in
stucco and instead features exposed brick. Second, the tower on the Visitor Center features a hip roof. Later constructior
mimicked the adobe style by using CMU or brick clad in stucco.

Character-defining features of most buildings and structures at the monument include adobe, brick, or CMU clad in
stucco; some exposed-brick details; wood-shingle roofs; and exposed wood brackets at the roof line. Historic masonry,
such as original stone walls at the summit, depict rustic CCC-era styling. The Summit Road features unadorned concrete
construction techniques reminiscent of the 1930s-era streamlined Moderne style, designed to blend into the surrounding
landscape.
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L Statement of ificance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Archeology: Prehistoric
Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
aftistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Archeology: Historic - Non-Aboriginal

Conservation

EntertainmenURecreation

Exploration/Settlement

Architecture

Period of Significance

1930-370 BP - 1958

fl o
Significant Dates

Prehistoric: Study of Aboriqinal Cultures

1812-1869: Settlement and the Oregon Trail

1919: Proclamation of National Monument

1933-1938: CCC."m
1949: Jackson Memorial Wing Addition

1958: Mission 66 Construction Campaign

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Prehistoric Unknown

Period of Significance fiustification)

Euro-American

Architect/Builder

U.S. Dept. of lnterior, National park Service

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

The period of significance, tggO-¡20 ÉP through 1958, includes known and potential archeological sites located within the
g:_?::?:ll,:iî^!?iiî:llithave,yielded.or are likely to yield information important in prehistor!, specificarryine rarry
l"ilî: !?r:illyggdland) period;,association \yiil¡iloric arcrreototy r"rãtii,ã i; ;;'õ; ;ttiil;.i;ffiií" ö",.örl rra¡rvrvvvt I I I

tl^t-l^I199?ll_.l" fl?:1"1,?tion 
of the monument (1e19); initial and eiþanded construction campaisns conducted by the

;,i,ti; ilr"tn; äËil M ãilå'"ã,
Wing to the Museum and Visitor Center (t g4e); and constructioi during the Missión 66 era (19S8), the last major
construction campaign completed at the monument.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary): N/A
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes,

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

fn
Ia
fc

Griteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
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Scotts Bluff National Monument is significant under Criterion A, associations with broad patterns of Amelican history, for

the role it played as a landmark duriñg prehistoric times as well as the historic western migration. While little is known

regarding ihe importance of Scotts Atutf to prehistoric peoples and Native American tribes, archeological sites found

w¡lfr¡n tnã monument boundaries indicate habitation dating to at least the Plains Woodland period (1930-370 BP).The

historical significance of Scotts Bluff as an impodant navigational aid and "psychological milestone" during the 19"

Century is riell documented via the journals and accounts of overland travelers.'' Many emigrants traveling the Mormon

Trail and the Oregon-California Traii recorded seeing the bluff and were impressed by its size and form. They considered

it a benchmark oñ their westward journey, and their guidebooks and maps identified it as such'

Scotts Bluff National Monument is also significant under Criterion C, for distinctive characteristics of a period and method

of construction. The New Deal-era architecture required the construction and use of thousands of hand-made adobe

bricks by the CCC. The style-that of adobe brick clad in stucco-was subsequently mimicked during later building

campaigns at the monumént, including those of the Mission 66 era. The Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival style of the

buildingi at the monument were neithér typical nor atypical in Nebraska at the time, and they represent larger trends in

the built environment of the region.

Finally, Scotts Bluff National Monument is significant under Criterion D, for having yielded and the potential to yield

imporiant information in both prehistory and history. The original NRHP nomination for the monument included a list of

classified archeological resources. Subsequent explorations, and changing trends in historic interests and survey

methods, have and are likely to yield further finds over time.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Scotts Bluff is significant for its paleontological and archeological resources, which have contributed to present-day

understandings ót prehistoric animals and peoples of the high plains. The role the site played in western migration, as a

marker on the historic Oregon and Mormon trails, speaks to its significance in historic, nonaboriginal archeology, as well

as its significance in the hiãtory of exploration and settlement. From its establishment as a national monument in '19'19'

the conðervation of the site haã been a driving management principal, with monument lands recognized as yielding

important information about historic and contemporary animal, cultural, and natural resources. Finally, the monument is

an important recreational space, as evidenced through its sustained and multifaceted use since its founding' The

monument features New Deal-era architecture constructed by the CCC in a Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival style.

Contributing resources at the monument retain integrity of materials, design, workmanship, feeling, association, location

and setting.

Developmental history/additional historic context information

Paleontological History
Nebraska posseðses a wealth of [aleontological history, and the region along the North Platte and around Scotts Bluff is

no exceptiän. Historian Earl Harris noted that records exist of fossil dil,goveries as early as 1847, "when a fur trader

showed the jawbone of a Titanothere to Dr. Hiram Prout of St. Louis."22ln 1868, Yale professor Othniel Charles Marsh

carried out á scientific excursion west and collected fossil specimens in Nebraska, finding antecedents of the modern-day

horse. Two years later, Marsh mounted another expedition to Nebraska, this time with the aid of Yale graduate students.

Along the ruôrtn platte and Loup Fork rivers, the group successfully uncovered "primitive horses, miniature camels, and a

il;iä;.'åã öiÅ"iì*r¡ls found in the area inctude saber-toothed tigers, prehisioric rhinoceroses, and giant turtles.2a

21 Masterplan, Scoffs Btuff National Monument, Nebraska (1976), as quoted in Ron Cockrell, "Scotts Bluff National

Monument, Nebraska: An Administrative History, 1 960-'1 983,"

ttionalMonumenf(Gering,NE:oregonTrailMuseumAssociation'1962)'2-3.A
titanothere is an extinci horned ancestor of the modern horse dating from the Eocene and Oligocene eras.
,3 William H. Goetzma nn, Exploration and Empire: the Exptorer and the Sclenfrsf in the Winning of the American West

(New York:Vintage Books, 1966), 425-26. 
Z0
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A shift to warmer, drier conditions altered the grasslands and caused the megafauna to disappear. subsistence strategiesfor humans in western Nebraska changed accòrdingly, creating the pattern tãrmed plains Archaic. Between g,000 and2,000 years ago, Plains Archaic peoples were nomã-qic and reied on a wide range or ptants and animals, a more diverseset of resources than during the Paleoindian period.æ Archeological.sites in the Ëgion su^ch as Signal Buite and theBisterfeldt Potato Cellar (Gering) provide evidence of the PlainiArchaic cultural pãtt"rn."'

Archeological material at Signal Butte indicates three separate periods 9f.!uman occupation: a S,00g-year-old huntingcomplex, a pre-Woodland phase about 1,500 years old, and a öeramic (Woodland) Þéi¡oo about sog yeàrsago.-
Historian Elliott West considered this site one ôf the "clear and recurring signs of an erratic climate forcing majoradjustments" in subsistence strategies. So¡9 of these strategies left bãhinã material evidence, such as tñat at signalButte, while others were more ephemeral.32 Archeologist Jaci Hofman .ãii"¿ sg;"J'grtt" 

" 
,,pivotal site . . . indemonstrating a long occupation sequence in the plaj-ns region.,'3

.Climate change continued, and a wetter phase and cooler phase began about 2,000 years ago.3o At the same time,Woodland cultural patterns became more evident in westein Nebraska, signified by the use of pottery. plains Woodlandpeoples practiced a mixed'horticultural and hunting subsistence strategy. Árcneotogùt Amy Koch wrote of this period,

Prehistory and Native Tribes
Lifeways in Western Nebraska to 1500
Humans have been in the central High Plains region for about 12,000 years. Archeologists define the cultural eras for this
region in slightly different way-s, bgt for the purpoies of this nomination, the salient pnJr"r are paleoindian (12,000-g,000
BP)' Plains Archaic (9'00,0j:0998f), Plains woodland (1000 BP-1000 cE ¡commån àral), ptains vt¡ajã 1ìoo0-1s00CE), and Historic (since 1S00 CE).,s

Paleoindian peoples were drawn to the High Plains by megafauna such as mammoths and bison. They practiced a mixed
hunting and gathering subsistence strategy, a major ðompónent of which *"r i¡rá pursuit of big game. îi-re scottsbluff
?liî::äg:?"1sP:il.P::l?^lTl1"l:,lll,I9 u.tivity in this period. rne site i' ã'i"'gu e,000- to 10,000-year ord deposit
9f ?':.ii!"|?t frT a.now-extinct species (Bison antiquus), atbng with some darl p"¡rtr, iúLlr;;'ilräi
rrasments 26rhe scottsbrun pro;ectiie ó"i;iryñ: ;;äïíithË ;iå,'ilär";ä,å:. ä'" Ëäiì;ilfii:l""Tl" canadaand also has also been found in the Great Lakes region.27 Another Paleoindian bison kill site was found on Ash HollowCreek.28

2a 
Harris, History of Scoffs Btuff National Monument,3.

-"tTÌ-Î11""::lln$-1îlîî:jl i:!l1Y.i 
BiT:lirI jipT lTy Koch, Hish.Pta.ins Archeorosy, Exprore Nebraska Archeorosy2 nt ut trtutug,No' 5 (Nebraska State.Historical Society, 
'zOOo¡, 

ånd Jack L. Hofman, ed., Archeology and paleoecology of the CentratGreat Ptains lFavetteville, AR: Arkansaó Rrcrreõlogical survey, 1996). Hofman pretðis th" turr,,Mesoindian,,to,,Archaic,,/7^\
zg). 

--r1 '---t' , y.v,v, rrr rvrsùvrrurqrr [rJ f1tuildt(

^t;j:1,:11*l:,1'||:,19 
!?::lEi:"19v, "Paleonto.ro^oi91r !vi!9¡ce ror the Antiquity of the scottsbturf Bison euarry andIts Associated Artifacts," American nnttiiopotogrgr I s. sz tr gãsliäî;; 3ir ffi;i'JJh', Hish ptains nrcneoto|l,ii Îä;'' Noel D' Justice, Stone Age Spear and Árrow Points of the Miúcontinental and Eastern Ùnitedsfafes; A Modern Surueyand Reference lBloomington: lndiana university Press, 1987), +¡-qg;Jack L. Hofman, ',Early Hunter-Gatherers of theCentral Great Pìains: Paleoindian and Mesoindian (nrchaic) óultures ," in Archeology and paleoecotogy of the CentratGreat Ptains,70.

'" Koch, High Ptains Archeotogy,l7l.
Koch, Hi-gh Plains Archeology, [7]; LuAnn Wandsnider, "Prehistoric High Plains Foragers: Starving Nomads, Affluent

[|1aOers?", Great Plains Research-9 (Spring 1999): 14.

,, Loch, High Plains Archeology,[9].
. MerrillJ. Mattes, Scoffs Bluff National Monument, Nebraska (Government Printing Office: Washington, D.C., lgSB), 58."' Elliott West. Ihe Way to the West:Essays on the Central ptà¡ns (Albuquerque: Uiiversity of New Mexico press, 1ggs),B.
33,. -

04 ,F]9Tman, 
"Early Hunter-Gatherers of the Central Great plains,,' gg.

Wandsnider, "Prehistoric High plains Foragers,,' .10.
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,,woodland cultures in the panhandle region lived in fairly small groups, utilized open campsites, and used skin tents for

shelter. Evidence also indicates they used natural shelteis sucrrãs ÁrË uolto* cäve in tnä ruortlr Platte valley'"35

No sharp break occurred between Archaic and plains woodland cultures. ln fact, woodland traits appeared during the

Archaic period, and Archaic lifeways per"isiåJ into the woodland period. As archeologist Jack Hofman has pointed out'

,,permanent structures, storug", ,*. òt *rut¡" on¡ects, and plant processing equtpment all appear thousands of years

before the spread of wóootaño trains ano rrorticultural economies'on the central Plains." The hunter-gatherers who

utilized the region during the woodlano per¡áo ;represent[ed] a variety of different traditions" and persisted until

Euroamericans disPlaced them'""

plains woodland camps, according to archeologistJeffrey figh.my, 
"are often located along ecotones' Many are on

stream terraces with easy access to the upland"and bottomtaño cámmunities . ' ' ." such sites usually contain hearths and

fire pits, hunting and gathering tools, ano poitery, but they oo not gãnárally include "permanent habitätion structures'"37

woodland peoples "õnrrr"iu 
wioe range ôiãn¡."rr, atong with"fisrr aná mollusks. Little plant evidence has been found

at these sites, but that is likely because the ¡unt j"r"ins haîe not survived, or because archeological techniques to

recover plant evidence have not been employed'""

The plains Village era began about 1,000 years ago. Archeologist Brad Logan distinguished Plains Villagers from

woodland peoples ,,by distinctive traits in their lithic, ceramic, and modified bone assemblages, changes in

settlemenusubsistence patterns, house torms, and evidence of an increasing reliance on domestic plant foods' including

corn, beans, squash, sunflowers, 
"n¿ 

r"r.r'il;;;.'ot-D;ri;é ihis period, corimunities based in horticulturalvillages in the

Republican River drainage (upper RepublicaÃ ãuitrr") travðled to western Nebraska for seasonal hunts' The High Plains

served as a ,,secondary utilization area" for upper Republican groups, whose core use area was to the east'4o Hioh Plains

sites connected with the plains Village period are primarily 
"urpi 

*iti'' no evidence of structures, burials, or hortiäulture'a1

ln addition to seasonal use by villagers from the east, nomadic peoples continued to. hunt on the High Plains'

lifeway termed ,,Dismal River; cultule, a predecessor of Plarns Apache culture, is reflected at sites throughout

Nebraska that are ¡oó t" äãb v"ä"ärJÆ c;;;ó;ì;"* the Rocky Mountain front also hunted in the resion'""

Four prehistoric archeological sites were found at Scotts Bluff in surveys conducted in 1965 by Wendell Frantz and in

i#tJu"'¡¡i'"',ii; ft;i..ïò;u"uán È. crurr. conoucìeo an archeotogical suÑey at the monument in the earlv 1990s and

identified additional sites, all but two ot *ni"iìie pr"ñi.tor¡..orttis prerriitoric finds ranged from perhaps 8,000 BP to

1450 CE. Several charcoal samples provided "evibence of seasonál occupations by smallgroups engaged in food

j]Ë*, ]irüi.är"iã scotts spring, t.," *róte, ;appeared to be a complex stratified site" with a long occupational history'

35 Koch, High Ptains Archeology,l9l.* fìáirän,:'Early Hunter-Gatñérers of the Central Great Plains," 41'
,, Jeffrey L. Eighmy, 

,,iñe Centrul High prains:A cultural Historical summary," in Ptains lndians, A'D' 500-1500: The

Archaeological past of iisto,ric Grouþs,ed. Karl H. schlesier (Norman: univêrsity of oklahoma Press, 1994)' 228'

'u Eighmy, "The Central High Plains: A Cultural Historical Summary," 22.9; fvf.1ry i' Adair' "Woodland Complexes in the

C"ntáf éieat ptains ,"-in Aicheology and Paleoecology of the Great Plains, 122'
3e Brad Logan, 

,,The plains Village period on tn" cen"tral Plains," in Archeology and Paleoecology of the Great Plains'

123.
do-Èigh'ry, "The Central High Plains: A cultural Historical summary," 236-237 '

" Eiðh;í: "rná centrat Hiln etains:A Cultural Historical Summary"'234'
o' Koch, High Ptains Archeology,llll.
ou Alice B. Kehoe, North American lndians: A comprehensive Account,2nd ed' (Englewood cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall' lnc'

1992),296.
õð-dik,;Ãrcheologicat Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument"' '1 

'

ab clark, ,,Archeological survey of scotts Bruff National Monumeni," ¡, t. s"" section 7 for clarification regarding the exact

number of sites at the monument.
ä¿iöi;;k,;nicñeorogicat Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument," 39'

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska
County and State
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"which may span the Late Archaic to Protohistoric periods."ot thg several springs at the monument, he concluded, ,,were
of undoubted significance to the prehistoric settlement system."4B

,t^,:111"-%d"'lTlillî:tji,ll{"tr 11! sc,atlers, ceramic sherds, animat bone, charcoat, a stone nng, and heafth
111î.::j:"1"^î5:,1"ï.9 .? !!iá'!:*rar fìucá oi i;t ;fth .;;ii*rä'. r.'"Ë 

'. 
I ãìrÏ"il;iÌliåi'åi''";inil'i$"å'å*,,

:y1:v:.1i9ri:lviîld anv ite,ml or sites connected with the fur trade or overtand rrair, oui h;;ìru;i.'ã'rriii'n,rìo,i.

walls.53

rrçU t-ugltrash'u'other historic-era finds included trash from the former scottsbluff diltry ðilã, orot un plate glass, and stone..,^r¡^ 53

ln 1995' archeologist Vergil Noble of the NPS's Midwest Archeological Center (MWAC) explained that the site density
within the park is moderate. But, he commented, "the number ¡s mãre impressive when one considers that much of thepark has very steep terrain that would be uninhabitable." Most known sites have been exposed by erosion, and Noblehypothesized that many more "are likely to lie undiscovered beneath the surfácu."s+-

Early Historic Period, 1S00 to 1B3O
The Historic period began on the centralPlains in the mid-1500s, when spanish explorers reached villagers in presen!
day Kansas' Untilthe late 1700s, Native Americans in the region had little direct contact with Europeans. lnstead, theeffects of activities in more distant regions, such as the Frenðh and British fur trade in the Great låtei uno ,pp",Mississippi region and the spanish colonization of New Mexico, rippled into the ¡nterioi. The ar¡val or e urðpäans causeddislocations and created new opportunities for Native Americans, one indirect result of which was the movement of newlynomadic groups onto the central plains.

The Pawnee lndians occupied a territory west of the Missouri Riverand stretching from the Elkhorn River in the north tothe Kansas and Republican rivers in the south." By the mid-nineteenth century, fäur autonomous groups (skiri, chawai,Kitkahahki, and Pitahawirata) had coalesced^to LoT.u larger tribal entity. rne ót<¡ri Þu*n"", who lived along the LoupRiver, hunted as far west as the forks of the Platte River.56 They particifated in the fui iraoe with both the Spanish andFrench throughout the eighteenth century, a¡d following the Lolisiana þurchase, Ûrey 6egan trading with Americans andentering into treaties with the United States.

While the Pawnee had occupied their territory at least since the mid-1S00s, the other lndians in western Nebraska wererelatively recent arrivals'.58 Tþe Lakota (Telon sioux) began moving westward from Minnesota in the early eighteenthcentury'5e Like other agricult'ural commùnities in the Midwest, they experienced pressure from Euroamerican set¡ementand other tribes from the east. Nomadic hunting provided a new set oi econom¡ò opportunities and drew them onto theplains'60 similarly, the cheyenn" 
"no 

Ài"påhoindians *ur" pirh"d out of Minnesota (by the sioux), into the Black Hills

llglrrf' "Archeotogicar survey of scotts Bruff Nationar Monument,,,20.
o,9l"rÍ' "Archeological survey of scotts Bruff Nationar Monument," 40.
;:lirÍ, "Archeotogical Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,,,passirn.
,, !l"rÍ, "Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,,, 26.
,. llurÍ, "Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,,, 6, 16.
,, ïlttl., "Archeological Survey of Scotts Bluff National Monument,', 29.
* Yl-",Í: Archeological survey of scotts Bruff Nationar Monument," 29, 36.
o,.lufgil E' Noble, Supervisory Archeologist, "Archeological Resources at Scotts Bluff National Monument: Researchùummarv and Manaoement lssues," ociober r 1, 1995, File: Archeology Reports-scBl: Folder l,,,curatorial Files, scottsBluff National Monurient, Gering, ñebraska.
- uouglas R. Parks, "Pawnee," Handbook of No¡íh American tndians,vol. 13, pt. 1 (plains), volume editor Raymond J.DeMallie, series editor William C. Sturtevant (Washington' S-th.onian lnstitution, ZOot ), 51S (Figure 1).I Parks, "Pawnee," 515.

se 
Parks, "Pawnee," 517-19.

^o 
Parks, "Pawnee," S'1 5.

* Kehoe, Norfh American lndians,303.- Kehoe, North American lndians, 2gg.
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(by northern plains groups), and then to the south and west (by the Lakota).61 They ar.rived in the Platte River region.in the

ìdzos and occupieO teriitory south of the North Platte River, while the Lakota were primarily norlh of the river.o' Their

subsistence strategies centered on hunting bison.

The pawnee bands practiced a seasonal cycle that involved planting and tending to crops from May to June, hunting

bison in July and August, harvesting crops in September, hunting bison again in late fall, camping in creek bottoms during

the winter, and returning to their villages in March.""

The Oglala Sioux (Lakota) and the Skiri Pawnee competed for control of Platte River hunting grounds in the 'lB30s, at the

same tJme Euroamericans began emigrating to Oregon via the Platte. ln 1833, the Pawnee ceded their land south of the
platte, but they were permitteð to continue ñunting iouth of the river "during the pleasure of the President."& Weakened

by a smallpox-epidemic in 1838, the Skiri Pawnee lost an 1839 battle with the Oglala "that cost the Pawnees between

eighty and one-hundred warriors and led to the de facfo surrender of the Platte hunting grounds by t!'re Skidis [Skiris] "ô5

Wheñ Euroamerican emigration along the Platte increased in the'1840s, the Siouxwere in controlof the western Platte

hunting territory.

Although Native Americans undoubtedly knew about Scotts Bluff and encountered it the course of hunting in the North

Platte Éiver Valley, their understandings of the formatiôn have not been recorded. ln 1942, B2-year-old Edgar Fire

Thunder, a SiouxÎrom the Pine Ridge lndian Reservation, visited the summit. He recalled camping across the river from

Scotts Bluff in 1865. But the newspãper article reporting his visit did not indicate what significance Fire Thunder may have

attached to Scotts Bluff.66

European and American Exploration and Expans¡on
Early Exploration and the Fur Trade
priorio the nineteenth century, there was little formal European exploration of the vast trans-Mississippi territory

stretching to the Rocky Mouniains. ln 1541, the Spanish explorer Coronado entered the area in search of gold and riches

"rpposeãly 
held by thô Qu¡vira lndians, but he gave up the quest in modern-day Kansas having found "only a squalid

lnd¡an village."67 Lit¡e record of further explorations exists untilan ill-fated expedition led by General Pedro de Villasur

nearly two--hundred years later. ln 1720, Villasur and his contingent had reached the territory that is now Nebraska at the

forks of the platte River, but they met their deaths at the handsãt tne Pawnee.68 The French also made forays into the

land north of the port of New Orieans, better known as the Louisiana Territory. ln 1739, the brothers Pierre and Paul

Mallet crossed Nebraska, although they remained predominantly in the east. Tracing a route along the Platte River, th-e^

brothers are credited with givingihe riv-er its name, which has been variously described as meaniñg "flat" or "shallow'"6e

By the turn of the nineteenth century, through agreements between France and Spain, the Louisiana Territory was

aáministered by Spain but owned by France. ln a clandestine 1801 treaty between the two nations (between Napoleon

and his brothei to be more precise), Spain retroceded control of Louisiana to France. President Thomas Jefferson,

having already contemplated sending scientific expeditions to explore and map the territory, soon offered to purchase

Ì., 6'William R. Swagerty, "History of the United States Plains Until 1850," Handbookof Notfh American Indians, vol. '13, pt'

L(Plains),256.o' West, The Way to the West,'10, 15-16.
lr. ô3 Richard White, The Roots of Dependenc¡ Subslsf ence, Environment, and Social Change among the Choctaws,
,ì., Pawnees, and Navajos (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983), 171.

,.:4, e David J. Wishart,-An Ùnspeakable Sadness; Ihe Dispossesslon of the Nebraska lndians (Lincoln: University of

tt.ì Nebraska Press, 1994), 63.:i., ô5 Richard White, "The Winning of the West: The Expansion of the Western Sioux in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
lt,',,. Centuries, Journtalof Americalt History 65:2 (September 1978): 337'

1- u6 "'We Should Have Stayed,' Aged Sroux Says on Seeing Valley," [clipping from unidentified newspaper], October 21,

1,,, 1942, File: "Park Operations 1937-1941 , Manuscript File," Curatorial Files, Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering,

:1,,:, Nebraska.
¡:::, 6t Mattes, Scoúfs Btuff National Monument,2.
l... uu Mattes, Scoffs Btuff National Monumenf, 2; Harris, History of Scoffs Blutr National Monument,3.
'll,,, un Mattes, Scoffs Bluff National Monument,2-3; Harris, History of Scoffs Bluff National Monument,4.
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{cy11ge:^\teriwetherLewis,ThomasJefferson,andtheopeningoftheAmerican
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(New york: Touchstone, I gsô), iá-1"g, es.
72 lmqrose, Undaunted Courage, 101_102.

¡.i,.Irij #J!!li;Iáf 
Fur rrade or the American west, 1807-1840: a Geographicat synthesrs (Lincotn: university of

f Mattes, Scoffs Btuff 
'Nationat 

Monument,3.
' Harris, Historv of scoffs Btuff Nationat Monumenf, 4; Goetzm ann, Exploration and Empire,33.
ii Goetzman n, Exptoration an¿ emp¡ri,gä-3¿.
* ñarris' History of scoffs Bluff National Monumenf,4; Frank N. schubert, vanguard of Expansion:Army Engineers in the¡¡ns-Mrssrssippiwes.t, 181g-187g lwasrrington:Government printing office, n.d.), 3., Schubert, Vanguard of Expansion',3.
,, Si¡¡",t, The Fur Trade oi the American West, 124.
eo ftshart, The Fur Trade of the American West, IZZ_IZ¿..uoetzmann, Exploration and Empire,163; wishart , The Fur Trade of the American west, 1s0-151 , 161 .
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New orleans from France'7o Napoleon responded with a counteroffer to sell the entire territory, and Jefferson agreed. onJuly 4' 1803' newspapers announced the united st"tes hãlpù"t"ir.ua Louisiana Territory the previous April. within ayear' Jefferson had an expedition prepared to explore, r"p, ãÃl""tatog what tay oeyon-jih; Irftilö;i/i"
The 1804-1806 Lewis and clark expedition did not travel near scotts Bluff. But, as historical geographer David wisharthas commented' Lewis and clark "acted as the catalyst ror tñe nmerican fur trá0" oi tn" west,, by opening the upper
{:î:1ï5il;!.j"#:i:'":;",L'r:'åql"t;*n Merrirr¡. n¡attes Loncurred, writins that rorowins thé corps oi Di"cou"ry

The first Euroamerican to document sighting scotts Bluff was fur trader Robert stuart, who worked for John Jacob Astor,sPacific Fur company''o stuart and six óÛ'ers left Astoria in Juná ßlzi, .cairviiò ;;;;p"rdence to New yárr. ln october,they discovered an easy passage over the continental òì"iãË, routh of ftre wiñd Riuer Runge (south pass). stuart,s partycontinued down the North Platte, camping near scotts Btuff on oec"moå, zã, ìgìà.?ã'rhe cäntralou"nrÀo'ir"irto oregonand california would later take the same þath in t"u"rrã, going up the lrlortn Þtatte and crossing the Rocky Mountains atsouth Pass. But untit the mid-1820s, fur traders did not úö tní. ioute.

ln 1820' Major stephen H' Long led the first u.s. government-sancti^oned expedition along the platte River route, crossingwestern Nebraska on the way to the Rocky Mouniãins ot cotoraìo.76 l;;g;;'e;;"ãii¡J" produced a map of the region andalso resulted in the successful collection of scient¡tc ãrtiøcts.tGigniticanîly, h&;;. Long labeled the area of the GreatPlains on his map as the "Great Desert," an appellation that woulc dissuadä'Amãr¡.ãn, from setiling the region for sometime to come.

ln the early nineteenth century, the lands between the upper reaches of the Missouri and the Rocky Mountains became aquasi-battleground of the fur trade. Enterprising run tråirirão ¡n tìr" mountains and river valleys for the vast wealth of furs.They worked either independently or as iontraãteo empióyle, oirh" t"rg"irrr-tr"oiÅJcompanies, particurarry theAmerican Fur companyand the Rocky Mountain rur conipanyinn¡rc)lÛ'e twá måiñ competitors in the region. Tofacilitate the gathering of these goods from the immensá sirn äììrr" Rockies, w¡lliam nsrrley of the RMFc devetoped therendezvous system in 1825, whére trappers would gathe, äÀnrãrry at a point in the trapping region to cash in theirharvest' which was then transportgo eäåt ny a9fleyYs 
""ruuänr, "s 

opposed to the men making the journey east toestablished forts to sell their furs.78 ln the mid-t g20;, AshËy rt¡liåo Ûre pratte overtaÀà route to access the centrarRockies, further establishing a presence in western ñ"br;;i;ïö-
ln the 1830s' the RMFC dissolved while the American Fur company concentrated its efforts on the upper Missouri, andby the end of the decade the fur traoe was ã" tnã oî.ìi"ä.trãriiñ" trowreo je orlhã territory gained from these earty
ffJå,1:i;iåi?îL,ü3,Íraders 

had demonstrated that tne vaiiierritory wesi or the Mlssissipù *u. noit" lcreat
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Scotts Bluff was named after Hiram Scott, one of William Ashley's fur traders who died on an 1828 journey eastward out

of the Rockies. His skeleton was found near the bluffs in 1829, but the circumstances of his death remain a mystery.81

The name Scotts Bluff first appeared in print in '1837, and the first-known use of it on a published map was in 1840."'

During the period of overland migration (1840s-1860s), travelers generally used the term "Scott's Bluffs" (in the plural)to

refer to the chain of formations eitending west from the most prominent bluff and including the Wildcat Hills.o'

ln 1842, Lieutenant John C. Frémont was charged with carrying out formal investigation and survey of the American

West. He set out in May, launching the first of three expeditions he would eventually lead west. He understood that his

mission was not just a scientific one-it was also to facilitate American expansion and emigration.e Frémont succeeded ir

these goals, maþping the central overland route and providing detailed information of use to travelers. He also helped to

,nrau"f the myth 
'ot 

ã Oreat American Deseft west of the Misðissippi.85

Travel on the Great Platte River Road
The fur trade in the Rocky Mountains helped establish the Platte River as a key overland travel corridor. ln 1830, fur

traders Jedediah Smith, Wittiam Sublette, and David Jackson took the first caravan of wagons along the Platte River and

South pass, demonstrating the feasibility of wagon travel over this route. Marcus Whitman and Samuel Parker traveled

the platte River route ¡n 'tggS, responding to a request of the Nez Perce lndians for missionaries. Women-the wives of

missionaries-traveled successfully to Oregon in 1836 and 1838, generating optimism that families could make the trip. lr
'1840, the first emigrant family travelqd the Platte River route, and the first emigrant company composed primarily of

families headed to Oregon ii rc+2.86 Frémont's reports of his expeditions provided information and maps that made the
journey seem more feasible.''

ln the 1840s and 1850s, most emigrants on the Platte River route set their sights on one of three destinations: the Oregor

Country, the Great Salt Lake Valley, or California. Each of these places offered particular opportunities. The Oregon

Country, which encompassed present-day Oregon and Washington, promised inexpensive farmland and a moderate

climate. Brigham Young picked the Salt Lake Valley as a refuge for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, or

LDS Churcñ, also known as Mormons) because of its isolation and the natural barriers that made it defensible. lnitial

migrants to Deseret, as the Mormons named their new colony, sought escape from persecution, while later arrivals

anãwered the call to build the towns and farms necessary for Deseret's survival. The hope of easy wealth from gold

mining drew the early, primarily male, travelers to California. Other opporlunities, such as commerce and agriculture,

sustained the flow of emigrants after the gold rush faded.

Most emigrants traveled along the Platte River and over South Pass. Historian Merrill Mattes employed the term "Great

Platte River Road" to refer toihe system of trails along both sides of the Platte River.88 Emigrants (apart from the

81 Donald Brand compiled various accounts of Scott's death in his 1934 history of Scotts Bluff. See Donald D' Brand, "The

History of Scotts Bluff Nebraska" (National Park Service Field Division of Education, 1934), 18-23.
ut Mattes, Scoffs Btuff National Monument,l.
tt A document titled "Recommended Nomenclature for Scotts Bluff National Monument," which appears to be from the
'1g40s, advised using the name "scotts Bluffl'to refer to the main feature of the monument only. lt recommended that the

feature across the hþhway to the south be designated "South Bluff," a name that the National Park Service had used

informally. The document explained that South Bluff was a "separate and distinct geographical feature" that stood forly-

three feei taller than Scotts Bluff. See Mattes, Scoffs Btuff National Monumenf, 26; "Recommended Nomenclature for

Scotts Bluff National Monument to Be Submitted to the U.S. Board of Geographical Names," n.d., 1, File: SCBL-2, List of

Classified Structures/Cultural Landscapes lnventory, Cultural Resources, National Park Service-Midwest Regional Office

Omaha, Nebraska.
e Schubert, Vanguard of Expansion,20.
85 Goetzman n, Exploration and Empire, 242-244.
tu John Mack Faragher, Women and Men on the Overland lral (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1979), 6; Merrill J.

Mattes, Ptatte River Road Narratiyes: A Descriptive Bibliography of Travel Over the Great Central Overland Route to

Oregon, California, lJtah, Colorado, Montana, and OtherWestern Sfafes and Territories, 1812-1866 (Urbana, lL:

University of lllinois Press, 1988), 1.
87 Faragher, Women and Men on the Overland Trail,6-7 '
88 Merrill J. Mattes, The Great Platte River Road: The Covered Wagon Mainline
University of Nebraska Press, 1987 [1969]), 7.



United States Department of the lnterior
National Park service / National Register of Historic places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 ON/B ño. 1024-0018

Scotts Bluff National Monument
Name of Properly

Scotts Bluff

(Exp¡res 5/31/201 2)

Nebraska
County and State

Mormons, see below) generally organ¡zed into parties at "jumping-off points" along the Missouri River. Mattes found that
rigid organization was not always a vinue, and "over-organized" òompanies usual|y broke into smaller, less formal parties
partYvay into the journey.o' ldeally, emigrants began traveling around April '15 with ine goat of reaching Oregon or
California by September 1, ahead of dangerous weather in the mountains. They g"nurãlly moved t S-20 m¡ies per day
east of Fort Laramie, but their pace slowed west of that point due to the more c-nätenging terrain.eO

The initial wave of Mormon emigration to the Great Salt Lake Valley was a highly coordinated effort that took place from
1846 to 1847, with a winter stop near present-day Ornaha, Nebraska. Mormon migration continued in subsequent years,
with aid and encouragement from the LDS Church." A grave a few miles east of fresent-day Scottsbluff holds the
remains of Rebecca Winters, a Mormon emigrant who died of cholera on the trail in 1852; aþranite bench memorializing
Winters is within the monument boundary.e2 in 1855, church president Brigham Young begañ promoting emigration by
handcartas an inexpensive migration strategy. From 1856-1860, atotal olZ,g1Zpeo[tu iñtenorganizeî coripanies 

-

participated in the handcart migration. ln 1860, the church developed a different emigration strate-gy, sending wagons and
supplies from Utah to transport emiqrants from the Missouri River. The new method worked succeîsfully ¡n iÉe 1eOOs,
until it was supplanted by rail travel.'"

Scotts Bluff as Landmark and Obstacle
Overland travelers encountered a series of rock formations as they entered the high plains, starting with Court House
Rock. ln a study of one hundred emigrant journals and guidebooks, Mattes tabulaied.references tõeight principal
landmarks on the North Platte: Ash Hollow, Courl House Rock, Chimney Rock, Scotts Bluff, Laram¡e Þeat, lndependence
Rock, Devil's Gate, and South Pass. He found that Chimney Rock ranked first (mentioned in g7 percent of the sources),
while Scotts Bluff was second (77 percent).ea Travelers on óoth sides of the Platte remarked on S"oitr glrff.dt

Scotts Bluff, like the other major rock formations, helped overland travelers measure their progress on the journey and
provided a sense of achievement. Emigrants remarked on Scotts Bluff's size and beauty, comþaring it to an ancient
temple or castle:

The spectacle was grand an imposing beyond description. lt seemed as if Nature, in mere sportiveness, had
thought to excel the noblest works of art, and rear up a mimic city as the grand metropolis oi her empire. (Rufus
Sage,1B41)

That immense and celebraled pile . . . advances across the plain nearly to the water's edge. lf one could increase
the size of the Alhambra of Grenada, or the Castle of Heidelberg . . . hä could form someldea of the magnitude
and splendor of this chef d'oeuvre of Nature at Palace-Building . . . . (J. Henry Carleton, 1Bg5)

Looming afar over river and plain was "Scott's Bluff," a Nebraska Gibraltar; surmounted by a colossalfortress and
a royalcastle, it jutted on the water. . . . (philip St. George Cook, 1B4S)

This Scotts Bluff is grand beyond description. . . . lt looks exactly like a splendid old Fort in thorough order,
equipped and manned & ready for service, at a moment's noticé. (Mrs. Vodges, 1 B6B)e6

* Mattu", The Great Ptatte RiverRoad, 33-35.
"" Mattes, The Great Platte River Road, 53-54.

,r l"ToV Hafen and Ann Hafen, Handcañs to Zion, (Glendale, CA: A. H. Clark Company, 1960), 21-23."'Aubrey L. Haines, Historic Sifes A/ong the oregon rral (Gerald, Mo: Patrice preås, ioar ¡, 96. Hain"s commented,- 
I his is one of the best-maintained graves of the emigration period, and is of particular interest because of the story that

the CB&Q railroad shifted its location to avoid disturblng this'grave'; (97). Noté that the grave itsetf is outside the
boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument and is thãrefoie not included in the contñbutinginoncontributing resource
count. Ïhe bench memorializing Rebecca Winters is considered a "sign and memorial," whicñ are, in general, not
llfllgud in the, resource count [the exception being tf e 1912 granite marker; for more information see-Section Z).
o Hafen and Hafen, HandcartstoZion,24,46, 56, 19'1-193.* 

Mattes, The Great Ptatte River Road, 380.- Mattes, The Great Ptatte River Road,42S.* 
All quotations from Mattes, The Great Platte River Road,423,425.
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The bluff evoked a sense of the sublime in many travelers, as the quotations indicate. While they did not explicitly
articulate it in their journals and diaries, emigrants likely read divine purpose into the landscape of Scotts Bluff and

associated this with their journey. Culturally, therefore, Scotts Bluff represented something more than a literal milestone

on the trail. lt also signified the scale of emigrants' emotional and physical undertaking.

The chain of rock formations marked the change in terrain between the plains to the east and the mountains to the west.

Scotts Bluff also marked a spring that was a source of water for travelers. Francis Parkman recorded that he camped "by

the well-known spring on Scott'J Bluffl' on his 1846 journey.ez Historian Merrill Mattes characterized Scotts Bluff as one of
the best campsites available for its water and wood, but häavy use took its toll on the timber resources there.e8

The trail on the south side of the Platte veered away from the river at Scotts Bluff, where badlands blocked travel closer to

the water. Until '1850, emigrants primarily used a pass about eight miles south of Scotts Bluff to get around this section
(Robidoux Pass).ee An "A. Robidoux" established a trading post and blacksmith shop below the summit that travelers

started noting in their journals in '1849. He built a new post in 1850 or 1851 in Carter Canyon, which may have focused on

the lndian trade. The þost at the pass remained in use until '1851.100

Another, more rugged pass lay closer to the river, skirting the southern and western edges of Scotts Bluff. This pass

appears in some accounts as Scotts Bluff Pass, but it later became known as Mitchell Pass. Travelers initially preferred

the easier grade of Robidoux Pass, and the presence of Robidoux's post made it even more attractive. According to
Mattes, "it is suspected that the U.S. Army Quartermaster from Fort Laramie was the first to take wagons through Mitchell
Pass, possibly doing a little engineering tó widen the passage and ease the grade."lot Starting in 1850, emigrants began

using Mitchell Pass more regularly, and in'1852, itdrew moretrafficthan Robidoux Pass. Mitchell Pass predominated

from then on, later becominj the ioute of the overland stage, Pony Express, and transcontinental telegraph as well.102

Mattes determined that emilrants believed the Mitchell Pass routé was shorter than the Robidoux Pass route.103

Overland Mail and the Ponv Express
ftle i¡rst overland mail service to the far West began in 1850. Prior to that point, mail had traveled from the Atlantic coast
to the Pacific coast by boat, with a short land crossing at Panama. Mormon settlement of the interior West created a

demand for mail service that could not be met by boat. The overland mail traveled along the Oregon Trail via South Pass,

carried by private contractors but funded with federal dollars. Service was somewhat erratic duriñg the '1850s.100 The B.Y.

Express and Carrying Company, organized by the LDS Church, obtained a mail contract for monthly service to Utah in

October 1856. The company proceeded to build stations, at which they planted crops, along the route. The contract was

cancelled in June 1857, which historians LeRoy and Ann Hafen attributed to anti-Mormonism.'""

The Central Overland California and Pike's Peak Express Company, a business created by Russell, Majors, and Waddell,
obtained the Salt Lake City mail contract in 1860. The postmaster general had cut Salt Lake City and California mail

service via this route from weekly to semimonthly in 1859, while he kept weekly service on a more southerly route, for
which John Butterfield held the contract. Russell, Majors, and Waddell launched the Pony Express as a private mail

service on the central route, to compete better with Butter-field's southern route.106

ei Quoted in Mattes, Scofús Btuff National Monument,20.
et Mattes, Scoffs Bluff NationalMonument,24.
en Mattes, Scoffs Bluff National Monumenf, 26; Merrill J. Mattes, "Robidoux's Trading Post at'Scott's Bluffs,' and the
California Gold Rush," Nebraska History 30, 2 (June 1949): 95-138.
too Mattes, The Great Ptatte River Road,438-439,442-444.

'ot Mattes, Scoffs Btuff National Monument, 28.
lot Mattes, Scofús Bluff National Monument,28-29,32.
tot Mattes, The Great Ptatte River Road,444.
tOo LeRoy R. Hafen, The Overland Mail, 1849-1869: Promoter of Settlement, Precursor of Railroads (Cleveland: The
Arlhur H. Clark Company, 1926), 38, 56-57, 59.
tou Hafen and Hafen, Handcarts to Zion, 150-151.
to6 Hafen, The Overtand Mail, 134-135, 156-157 , 159, 169.
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Llles/ (New Haven, CT: Yale University press, 1g9B),

The Pony Express traveled along the North Platte River and through Mitchell pass. lt began in April 1860 and lasted
eighteen months. stations were located at approximately 1S*mile iñt"r"ir iót ri"ruint springs, the nearest station to the
east of Scotts Bluff, sat one mile west of Melbeta. Scotts Bluff Station, the^nearest one to the west, was approximately 2.5miles northwest of Mitchell Pass, near where Fort Mitchell was later built.108 n¡ouÀ .riried mailfor z5 to 100 miles each
way on the stretch of route they covered, riding it twice a week. During winter, inå-po"v Express had some difficulty
meeting its schedule, whjch had already been lengthened as an adjuJtment to the weather. When the transcontinental
telegraph was completed in 1861 along the same route, the Pony Express folggd. Although the pony rxpress did not
make money, it established the primacy of the central route for overlánd mail.iOe

Freiqhtinq and Willíam Henrv Jackson
The Great Platte River Road also served as a freighting route, and William Henry Jackson provided a glimpse of thatphase of the trail's history in his '1866-18ô7 diary. Jact<éon was born in Keesville, New york, on Aprit +i ßig. He became
a photographer in 1858, and in 1860, he moved to Rutland, Vermont, to work as a photographer's helper. He served withlhe 12tn Vermont Volunteers during the Civil War, and after the war worked in Burlington, Vermont. Th'e breakup of a
relationship with Caroline Eastman, whom he had hoped to marry, prompted him to leave Vermont in 1866. He and afriend set out for the West in search of work. Jackson found a job as a "bullwhacker" with a freighting outiii; that is, hedrove two wagons hitched together and drawn by six pairs of óxen. He only made one westbound journey in this job, but ittook him past scotts Bluff,-where he camped ¡usi easi of Jr/itchell Pass. He sketched scenes atong the trail, which he usedas the basis for a series of watercolors many years later.110

After Jackson returned from travels around the west in 1866-1867, he and two brothers established a photography studioin omaha' Ferdinand Hayden hired Jackson as a photographer for an 1870 surveying expedition to yellowstone, andJackson continued to work with the Hayden survey unt¡llg7B. He later worked asã p"notographer for railroad companies
and traveled with a commission to investigate railroad systems around 1¡" fof¡j.ltt '

Jackson became involved with Scotts Bluff National Monument as a historic site toward the end of his life, an extension ofhis work with the oregon Trail Memorial Association (OTMA). He died in 1g42 at tne ãte of gg. Jackson left a coilection ofhis artwork to his friend Howard R. Driggs. Driggs, in ìurn, gáve the collection to the orägon Trail Museum at themonument, for which the museum created the Jackson Memorial Wing with funding fiorñJrl¡r. f òì;;; iii.

rrrr'çresr rrI spannlng tne contlnent wltn a railroad dates back to the 1840s. As rail construction was in the national interestbut was hugely expensive; co-ngress began makingBrant_s of public land to railroad companies in 18S0. The companiescould sellthe granted land to finance coñstruction.r"-ln 1853, Congress determined to support construction of onetranscontinental rail line, but it did not select a route. sectional, regional, an¿ loðàl-interests advocated for different routesand termini, and Congress decided to fund multiple surveys in the"hope of finding an iaeat route. Four surveys wereconducted along the 47'h to ¿g'n, !f,." 38th; the.35h, gnà tnããä;o-pãrarrels. ln addition, other surveys exptored the mountainpasses in oregon and C-alifornia.lta ln 1862, the all-Union Cong'ress approved a central route for a transcontinentalrailroad from Omaha to Sacramento, and construction began fiom bot'h'ends into the interior. The route ran along the

tot Hafen, The Overland Mail,
"" MerrillJ. Mattes and paul

f¡ess, 19Bg), 1, 63-67.

179.
Henderson, The Pony Express: From St. Joseph to Fort Laramie (St. Louis, MO: The patrice

lon Hafen, fíte Overtatnd Mail,176,1BS,1B7, 190.

i):l:llXfl|{|l]ilriil".f :¡;r 11"2i"irs orwittiam Henry Jackson, Frontier photosrapher(Grendate, cA:

¿nd ,London: University of Nebraska press, 1gg1 [i 9BB]), 718.rveI Irúeul/, r t(J.

]ll *1":::g,tFf 1; P,.?;;li?rwLf;; !2,,v Jãii2,91,1s-t7;rhrapp, Encyctopedia or Frontier Biosraphy,2:718.
; l:,ii i,äí 

""íí 
i ¡ )i i ;,i ì' i! ! uå' i,',

uerald Sheratt Library, Howard R. Driggs Biography, þ
; Mattes, Scoffs Bluff National Monument,4l-42;

''" Howard R. Lamar, ed. The New Encyclopedia of the American
936-37
tto 

Schuberl , Vanguard of Expansion, g5-g1.

lnterest in spanning the continént with a rai dates back to
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Platte River to the fork then followed the South Platte a shorl distance. From there, it took a westward course, passing
wellsouth of Scotts Bluff. The east-bound and west-bound tracks were joined at Promontory Point, Utah, on"May 10,

1869, a date that Mattes said "can be accepted as marking the end of the historic Oregon-California Trail."' '"

Mattes estimated that nearly 500,000 people traveled along the Great Platte River Road between 1841 and 1866. The
yearly numbers varied wideiy, with a high point of perhaps-65,000 in 1850.116 He determined that more than one-third of
emigrants traveled on the north side of the Platte, contrary to longstanding belief that only the Mormons used that side.
And some Mormons used the south side of the river "because of big, unsympathetic non-Mormon crowds at the Council
Bluffs jumping-off area and also because of the military protection ãttor¿eO by Forls Kearny and Laramie."117

lndian-Emigrant Relations
lndians and overland travelers interacted with each other in myriad ways. Mutual misunderstandings and stereotypes
sometimes led to conflict and even violence. But lndians and emigrants also collaborated through trade and by providing
assistance to one another. Historian Michael Tate argues that "[p]atterns of cooperation, mutually beneficial trade, and
acts of personal kindness clearly outnumbered the cases of contentiousness and bloodshed in the two decades before
the CivilWar." He also notes, "Anxieties, ambiguities, and distrust clearly produced more problems between American
lndians and whites than did acts of innate barbarism or premeditated malice." "o

Euroamerican emigrants often held negative perceptions of lndians, fueled by images in afi, literature, newspapers,
guidebooks, and other travelers' accounts. "" Overland travel was full potential hazards, but Tate found that "no danger
ì-oomed larger in the minds of emigrants than the fear of torture or death at the hands of murderous lndians."12o Wn¡lé
lndians do not seem to have had overblown fears of emigrants, they similarly viewed Euroamericans through their
particular cultural lenses and could not always make sense of travelers' behavior. For example, lndians expected to
exchange gifts as a prelude to other interactions. When Euroamericans failed to comply, lndians formed negative
impressions of them.

Trade between lndians and emigrants served both groups' needs. Plains lndians exchanged fresh or preserved game
with travelers for bread and flour. They also sought tobacco and processed foods, such as sugar and coffee. Guide books
and other sources suggested that emigrants bring cloth, beads, and finished clothing to trade with lndians. ln return,
lndians offered moccasins and bison robes that provided better protection from the elements than the travelers' clothes.
Emigrants found that lndians were interested in colorful textiles, jewelry, and unusual items (such as an umbrella). lndians
also traded for money, which they could use to buy desired food or manufactured items from trading posts. '''

ln addition acting as paid guides, lndians helped some travelers by providing information about the trails, where to find
grass, and where to camp. Tate explains that lndians living along the trail had incentives to preserve good relationships.
They relied on overland traffic to help sustain their economies. They also sought to minimize friction with travelers that
might lead to violent backlash against themselves.l22

Overland travelers also gave aid to lndians, but Tate says this generally occurred "only after the whites got to know their
lndian counterpads personally."t" As passers-through, emigrants did not have the same incentive to foster good
relationships with lndians. They did, however, seek to avoid conflict and to benefit from the trade and aid lndians offered.

11u Mattes, Scofús Btuff Nationat Monument,46.
1'ô Mattes, Ptatte River Road Narratives,2-5.
117 MerrillJ. Mattes, "The Northern Routeof the Non-Mormons: Rediscoveryof Nebraska's Forgotten HistoricTrail,"
Overland Journal B, 2 (1990): 7, 10.
llsMichael L.Tate, tndiansandEmigrants: EncountersontheOverland lrals(Norman: Universityof OklahomaPress, .

2006), x.t]]fáte, lndians and Emigranfs,4-9, 13, 19.
1to Tate, lndians and Emþranfs, 3-4.
121 Tate, lndians and Emþrants,42-51.
1" late, lndians and Emigranfs, 105. :t" Tate, lndians and Emigranfs, 1'11
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An initial "spirit of cooperation" on the trails eroded over time. lndians suffered the effects of epidemic diseases, causingthem to move away from the trail route and to become ror" *"ry of contact w¡tn e uioãm*¡"J.ä:t¿'Å;;;r", timber, andgrasses became more scarce along the trail, tensions between tÁdians un 
"riôrunt, 

grew, leading to a series of militaryconflicts.

ln May 1846' congress authorized the establishment of military stations along the oregon Trail. lt approved up to 93,000per station "to defray expenses," plus up to $2,000 per statiãn ío 
"or¡"nrute""inã lno¡an tribes which may own orpossess the ground on which the said station muy óe erected . . . .

Thomas Fitzpatrick, who became lndian agent for the Upper Platte and Arkansas AgglcI in 1846, sought to hold ,,big
talks" with lndians in his district' He held oñe at Horse iräet near Fort Laramie in tãst. Attendees includeo sioux,cheyenne, Arapaho, cror'v, Gros Ventre, Assjniboine, nrir<ãra, änd shoshone lndians, about 10,000 in total-the biggesttreaty council ever held'126 The allied sioux, cheyenne, anã Ãrapano made up rå"tàtí-r"t number, however, havingsuccessfully driven off or intimidated the other tri6es so thaitheir presence was small.

The resulting Treaty of Forl Laramie sought to keep the Platte River corridor free of conflict. lt specified territorialboundaries for the various tribes and provided for peacefuiielatio¡s, both among tribes and between the u.s. and thelndians' within a few years, however, the peace unraveled. conflicts netween inäiuñ, uno Euroamericans erupted in the1850s and again in the 1860s, ultimately leading to the removái of the sioux, cheyenne, and Arapaho lndians from thePlatte River region.

By the late 1840s' the Pawnee were weakened by conflict with the sioux, epidemic diseases, and lack of food. Thevceded land to the united states in 1B4B and again in re5z, ieâving only a smallråservat¡on on the ¡oup niö.1/d',itanu1870s' the Pawnee were still suffering losses to the sioux in the.wlstern hunting grounds south of the Þlaite, and theyexperienced new pressures from Euróamerican settlers wno táãt contror or resðu"rcãs adjacent to the reservation andsought the tribe's removalfrom Nebraska' The Pawnee ráitin"v had litfle choice ¡uiio 
"e¿e 

the reservation and move tolndian Territory.t'n

Settlement of Gering and Scottsbluff
Following completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, the oregon Trail continued to be used by the militarytraveling between Forts Kearny and Laramie. Additionarry, p-roximity tõ the railroaJ, iocateo fifty miles south of scottsBluff' and the wealth of open prairie land and river accesl, ãnáórr"gud ranchers to setile the North platte valley in the1870s' The region became centralto the open-range cattle industry-in the late rgiosLno early 1BBgs, and year-roundhomesteaders began arriving in 1885. Gering *ur"plrtt"d ìn rããa ånd scottsblunwasiouÀJ"å i, iõooiböËottowing tneturn of the century, sugar beóts, beans, potatoes, alfalfa, corn,-ãnd.oftrer crofs:w"r" !ro*n in farmlands irrigated byreclamation projects (begun ca. 1900). The Gering canal, consilucte¿ ca. tgog with ã right-of-way thought to date to ca.1900' and the Fort Laramie-Gering cånal, underðonstruótion in tgta bythe Nortn plãtte Reclamation project, aretwoexamples of irrigation projects thai helped spur.agricultural growth in the region, both of which are located withinmonument boundaries and were establisheà prioi to proctañation or in" ¡¡-Jnr;;;i.irì
Railroads played a significant part in the economic and agricultural success of the North platte valley in the early 1g00s.Freight trains carried ãgricultuial goods ,r"h u" tne vattei;s tremenoous sugar beet crop to larger markets, whilepassenger rail transported people to and from,the valley. nrtnorgn the unioñ pacific Railroad had completed surveys ofthe territory south olt tne Nortn Þl"ttu niu"r well before the turn oî tne centurv, tñã riÃi filu * physicalty enter the va'eywas the chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad in rgoó,-äläng il'r" north éhore. irre aurtington line resulted in the

-

'20 Tate, tndians and Emigranfs, 13S-136.-" Act of May 19,1846,9 Stat. 13.'" Robert M' utlev' The tndian Frontier of the American west, 1846-18g0, (Albuquerque: university of New Mexicolçess, 1 eB4), 60-éi .

,r' White, "The Winning of the West," g4}-g41.

,'"Wishart, An Unspeakabte Sadness, 65, 102.
,." Wishart, An lJnspeakabte Sadness, 1Bg-1g8.
ji" Barber, "scotts Btuff Summit Road, HAER No. NE_11,,, 9.

Barber, "Scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE_1 1'," 10.
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formation of towns along northern r¡m of the river and served to promote the growth of these towns at a more rapid pace

than their counterparts to the south. While Burlington managers had hoped that their line would sufficiently service the
territory and entice the population from the other side of the river to move north, they were mistaken in their
anticipätion.132

The residents of towns such as Gering on the south side of the Norlh Platte River knew of the Burlington line crossing to

the north, butthey held firm on the south bankwaiting forthe Union Pacificto arrive. ln 1907, construction began on the

Union Pacific line. Fouryears later, on OctoberS, 1911, thefirsttrain entered Gering, bringing tofruition the expectations
of businessmen who had waited over twenty years for the trains to appear.'""

Prior to the condemnation of the lands for a national monument, the area around Scotts Bluff was claimed by settlers
under both the Scrip Warrant Act (10 Stat. 701) and the Homestead Act (32 Stat. 388). Proving homesteads and

awarding land patents continued into the 1930s on land now included in the monument.'* While no land claims exist for
the bluffs themselves, the Bracken family is known to have had a horse ranch at the base of the bluff near Scotts
Spring.l3s Historic photos dated ca. 1921 depict at least four bu ildings, including three bank-barn-style outbuildings, as

well as a wood-fenced corral.

According to census records, Walter W. Bracken was born to Thomas W. and Elizabeth Bracken in Dawson, lllinois,
around 1866. ln 1BBB, Walter married wife Lula C., also born in lllinois around 1868. By 1900, Walter was employed as a
carpenter and the family was living in Gering and growing quickly: sons Elmer R., Thomas W., Louis D., Frank E., Charles
8., Harold L., and daughter Mamie E., were born between 1BB9 and 1905. The Bracken family is thought to have
maintained their horse farm at the base of Scotts Bluff through ca. 1923. Lula, along with daughter Mamie, relocated to

Burbank, California, by 1930, likely following Walter's death.

No other settlers are known to have established homes or other improvements on what are now monument lands,
although one golf course existed prior to creation of the monument. The Scotts Bluff Country Club, established in.i 915,

was hi*storicall-y located on forty{wo acres in the northeast quadrant of the monument at the base of Scotts 81uff.136 The
original clubhouse was a two-story, bank-barn style building with a side-gable roof and wraparound porch. The clubhouse
burned ca. 1950 and was replaced with a modern building in an industrial Ranch style. Atthe time the NPS acquired the
lands in 1972, the Scotts Bluff Country Club included no fewer than three buildings, including the clubhouse, as well as

roads and parking areas and the golf course itself.l3i ln 1995, the Nebraska EnvironmentalTrust Fund provided funds to
"restore the land by removing the clubhouse basement, the caretaker's house basement, and a swimming pool. After
these structures were removed the [monument] staff recontoured the ground, treated the nonnative plants with herbicide,
and seeded the area with native flora."138 Little if any physical evidence of the Scotts Bluff Country Club remains on

monument land today.

132 Gering Centennial Committee, Gering, Nebraska: The First 100 Years (Dallas: Curtis Media Corporation , 1989),24;
Nofth Platte Valley Museum, lmages of America: Gering, Scottsbluff, and Terrytown (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing,
2009), B; U.S. West Research, lnc., Nebraska Historic Buildings Suruey, Reconnalssance Survey Final Reporf of Scoffs
Bluff County, Nebraska, July 1995, 26.t" North Platte Valley Museum, lmages of America,32,t* U.S. Department of the lnterior, Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records,
http://www.qlorecords.blm.qovisearch/default.aspx#searchTablndex=0&searchBvTvpelndex=0. See Patent Number
1085473, granted to James H. Bradley, August 28, 1936, Township 22N, Range 55W, Section 32, B acres; Patent
Number 1055447 , granted to Herman G. Helzer, June 1 , 1932, Township 22N, Range 55W, Section 29, SE%SW%:
Patent Number 1056039, granted to Darrell D. Randall, July 20, 1932, Township 22N, Range 55W, Section29,40 acres.
135 "Bracken Horse Ranch," ca. 1921, File: Historical, Homesteads, Drawer 1, Administrative History Photographs, Vault,
Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebraska [Vault-SCBL].
136 National Parks Conservation Association, State of the Parks:Scoffs Bluff National Monument, A Resource
Assessmenf, July 2009, 7, http://www.npca.orq/stateoftheparks/scotts bluff/SCBL-report.pdf.
137 Scotts Bluff Country Club, n.d., File: Scotts Bluff Country Club, Photograph Files, North Platte Valley Museum, Gering,
Nebraska.
138 National Parks Conservation Association, State of the Parks: Scoffs Bluff National Monument, T ,

http://www.npca.org/stateoftheparks/scotts bluff/SCBl-report.pdf 
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Also located nearsouth Bluff was a rifle range, which operated from lg2Sthrough 1g51. The rifle range included simplewood struclures placed against natural earthen barriers and was used by the local National Guard and the Scottsbluff

have closed due to changing opinions about how nationat parks shourd o" rä*g"J, rpããirärìrvji ffrdiltprururing"naturâ1" sôâces"natural" spaces.

t'n "Raising of Shelter House," June 15, 1951, File: Gering Golf Course, Drawer 1 , Administrative History photographs,
Vault-SCBL

ÏJ;f;: :¡g:?:, jî,TR;,^ïp^:^1,:,?r:tll,i"11y""f,,,"nt rimerine,,, Nationar park service internar document, 200e,available¿t.Scotts Bluff National Monument, Gering, Nebràskå.

i]lyiv sni"e^ õqqìl .rFñ" ùi;;; i; ñ*Y,.-:,;:,ïþ';;k";Z;i,,e: rhe First 15 years,

iirt"V* l*'l].Y,e:::, ¡:tiÈf:ry1i"l;|"ìf .d,i;;þ, 'r'iu 
.c,¡t¡,"t Documents(Rowman & Litilerierd pubrishers,

Barber, "scotts gluff Sum@ " 15.

These changing opinions appear to have been primarily influenced by Thomas vint, who served as the chief landscapearchitect for the NPS in 1927;vint continued to work t- ttps in landécape architeciure through his retirement in the1960s'141 As early as 1932, vint expiàss"J .on.".rn, regarding thevisual impact of both the Gering Golf course and thezig zag Trail (discussed below) and held the opinion th;t "if sãotts Bluff Natibnal Monument is to progress as a nationalmonument, the Gering Golf course is bound to be.come an objection ;142TÀ;p;¡icy-åiobtiterating 
alt but essentiatbuildings and structures, and allowing the remainder of monument lands to remain"undeveloped, arguably began with Vintand continues to the present day.

Establishment and Development of Scotts Bluff National Monument
At the turn of the twentieth century, the Ùnited states was experiencing a "continued clamor for protection ofarchaeological sites'"1a3 The signúicance of the oregon rrail ãÁJ tne rore the route played in western migration was animportant historicaltheme, especially in Nebraska. fn" or"golirait Memorialcommiåsion, organized in the early 1g00s,worked in cooperation with the Nebraska Memorialnssociaiíon (NMA), oregon Trail MemorialAssociation, Nebraskastate Historical society, Daughters of.the American Revolution, änd other organizations to preserve and commemoratehistoric sites and events in Nebraska.laa

ln 1912' the NMA commissioned a series of granite markers along the oregon Trail and at various historic sites. onoctober 18, 1912, the verbiage for the Mitchell Pass marke, wus liuun to KrYmball grãtÀur. of Lincoln, Nebraska, forinscribing'145 Although the mãrker itself is ol,* 1912, ¡t ;#åir n"t the marker was not officiaily set untit 1913. The1912 marker placed at the base of scotts Bluff along rvit.i ãriÞãr, *", the first formal, permanent acknowledgment ofthe importance of the oregon Trail in what would soãn become a national monument.

congress passed the American Antiquities Act in 1906 (34 stat. 225), authorizing the president of the united states todeclare and reserve historic landmarks and "otheron¡ects oiÀi.tor¡. orscientific interest,,on federalland as nationalmonuments.'06 ln 1914, the first formai suggestion to create such a monument at Scotts Bluff came from Senator G. M.

:l.9e4),lúî !,,',,.r¿.,rullwu.u.Çl ,lps.gov/ntstory/onltne þooks/anos/anÞs 1 .htm.

h*J;::i:,*:j::,:,llÌj?::..l9j^:l"llll9!s_:iltor cortGction RõseoB.AM: Nebraska MemoriarAssociation (Neb ),

cr

Scotts Bluff, Nebraska

-/' ' \u¿'r+ / 'rìrvr: uregon I rall vlemorlal uommlssion (Neb.), Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska.
r,"f:'3"S^1 :\! ?' series 5, RG2347.AM: oregon rlair vãmoriat commission (Neb.), Nebraska state Historicat INebraska State Historical Society,

kah scri
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morial.htm; Folders 1 and2, Series

'4u Aci åiJïr"ã,igo6 (American Antiquities Act), 34 stat. 225.
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Hitchcock, who explained that themayor of Scottsbluff supported the idea. Congressman Moses P. Kinkaid made a

similar proposition in early 1916.147

The number of national parks and monuments began to grow following the creation of the National Park Service later in

1916. Supporters of a national park or monument at Scotts Bluff stepped up their efforls. Local leaders in Gering and

Scottsbluff petitioned NPS Director Stephen Mather in 1918, and Secretary olJ¡e lnterior Franklin Lane subsequently
requested an investigation into the feasibility of a national park or monument.'"o Alicia Barber noted that "coordinated

local efforts, not federal initiative," led to the more serious consideration of Scotts Bluff for designation as an NPS unit.lae

Although some within the Department of the lnterior questioned Scotts Bluff's significance, Mather favored its protection
as a national monument for its association with the Oregon Trail and its potential for tourist development. Local support
remained strong.l50

President Woodrow Wilson created Scotts Bluff National Monument by Proclamation 1547 on Decembe r 12, 1919.151

Although he declared Scotts Bluff to be "the highest known point withiñ the State of Nebraska," this was an error.tut But

the proclamation provided additional justifications:

Whereas Mitchell Pass, lying to the south of said bluff, was traversed by the Old Oregon Trail and said bluff was
used as a landmark and rendezvous by thousands of immigrants and frontiersmen travelling said trail enroute for
new homes in the Northwest; and

Whereas, in view of these facts, as well as of the scientific interest the region possesses from a geological
standpoint, it appears that the public interests will be prfllroted by reserving the lands upon which said bluff and

the said pass are located as a national monument

The original boundaries of the monument encompassed 2,053.83 acres. ln 1924, President Calvin Coolidge removed 160

acres from the monument. ln 1932, Herbert Hoover added nearly '1,900 acres, consisting of "certain adjoining lands for
administrative purposes and the protection of a certain approach highway and additional features of scientific interest . . .

." Franklin Delano Roosevelt added a little over 53 acres in '1940, including public lands adjacent to the monument and
islands in the North Platte River. A resurvey of the boundaries in 1935 resulted in an increase of 182.90 acres to the
monument's total. ln 1944, the monument contained 3,476.27 acres, 1,184.12 acres of which were private inholdings.lsa

On April 10, 1920, the first custodian of Scotts Bluff National Monument, Willie Major Maupin, assumed his post. The
former editor of the Gering Midwest newspaper, Maupin received an annual salary of twelve dollars and served until July
1924.|n his first years as custodian, Maupin patrolled and, with the aid of a one-man staff for five days, prevented
"marauders from cutting down trees in the Monument."'"" Maupin also recommended that a private corporation be

established to construct a road to the summit of Scotts Bluff and a twenty-five cent admission be levied, but the
suggestion was rejected as it went against NPS policies. ln 1920, an estimated 2,500 people used "the old foot trail and

tat Harris, History of Scof/s Btutr National Monument,ll-12.
148 Harris, History of Scoffs Btuff National Monument,12.
ton Alicia Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces: Public Memory, Community ldentity, and Landscape at Scotts Bluff
National Monument," American Súudies 45, 2 (Summer 2004): 40.
150 Harris, History of Scoúfs Btuff National Monument,l3-14; Barber, "Local Places, National Spaces," 41.
151 Proclamation 1547, December 12, 1919,41 Stat. 1779.
152 Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument: An Administrative History," URL
153 Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument: An Administrative History,"

Executive Order No. 4008, May 9, 1924; Proclamation 1999, June 1 , 1932,47 Stat. 2512; Proclamation Enlarging
Scotts Bluff National Monument, March 29,1940 54 Stat. 2690; MerrillJ. Mattes, Custodian, to Superintendent, Rocky
MountainNational Park,November20,lg44,DedicationProgram,AugustB, 1949,File: "101 History-General (1 of 2),"
Box 196, Scotts Bluff National Monument, National Parks and Monuments CentralClassified Files, 1936-1952, Record
Group 79: Records of the National Park Service, National Archives and Records Administration-Central Plains Region,
Kansas City, Missouri.

"t Osborne, "scotts Bluff National Monument Timeline."
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the earlier constructed wooden ladder at the.summit to climb the bluff, and another 5,000 picnicked on the east ,slopes,of
the bluff between April 15th and October Sth."156

ln 1921' federalfunds and private donations were obtained to erect several picnic tables near the base of the original,slanting trail on the east face of scotts Bluff. By 1927, this trail proved inadequate and Bert Burrell, a civil engineer fromYellowstone National Park, spent one month surveying and staking.a new route up the bluff. Beginning at the picnic areaon the east face, the Zig ZagTrail, also known as the Éoy Scout trail, was constructed by cutting switchbacks into thebluff' By spring 1932, Vint advocated construction of a new trail at an alternate site; he recommend the Zig Zag Trail beobliterated' notino that the NPS would no longer build trails of this type (in oftier woios, so invasive to the visuallandscapej'1tt Th"e trail had etched into the side of the bluff so deeply that, even though it was only used through 1g38, itis still clearly visible on the east side of Scotts Bluff.

ln 1928' the towns of Gering and scottsbluff "collaborated in funding the exte¡sion of a power line into monumentgrounds, enabling lights to be erected at the picnic area and at tne ãummii';c8ô;';ly B, 1930, the Hiram scott MemoriatArch and bronze plaque were placed at the foot of the Zig zag Trait. iÀe àrcn wãs uiåcteo by the Katahdin chapter of theDAR and dedicated by william Henry Jackson-its ruinsãre õtiltu¡.i¡le at the base of the trail. The plaque has since beenrelocated to the top of Scotts Bluff.

During the early days of the monument, permits were granted on NPS lands for the aforementioned Gering Golf course(1927-1950) and Rifle Range (1925-1951), aswell as ior grazing. The first grazing pËrmit was issued to ,,A.S. 
Bracken,,for eighty-eight dollars, a1d-cgvered the period from Januäry 1 t-hrough oecäm¡eiä 1, ß2L Although census records donot indicate the identity of "A's.," it is possible that the initialä 

"rá 
un ácronym for a business run by the Bracken family.

NPS Director Horace Albright spent three days at scotts Bluff in 1931 . At the end his visit, Albright verbally approvedconstruction of a road to the bluff's summit oñ the condjtion "that it is feasible both from the standpoint of engineering andof preservation of the landscape features of the Bluff.""n ult¡mãtely, the west side of ìhe bluff was chosen for the roadbecause it was less:1"9?' providedlhe opportunity to make the road less visible on the landscape, and was sufficienilyremoved from the actual location of Mitcheil Pass trc maintain the pass's historic intégrity while affording the public viewsof the oregon Trail'160 Albright announced the NPS's intent to construct the summit åad at the picnic area in ig32;2,000people were in attendance for the announcement.

The years 1933 to 193.9 represent the peak era of development at the monument, mosfly due to federal funding of NewDeal programs that subsequently beneiited t.he NPS rorläwiñg nlbright's verbal ãpôrwar for construction of a summit
f9"{in 1931 , a general land survey revealed that developr"ni on thã east slope (or at least the access road to and fromthe Zig zagTrail andpicnic area)was located on private land. Therefore, attention turned instead to the south side ofscotts Bluff' and the civil works Administration liwn¡ was enlisteo to begin construction. on Novem ber 24,1933,Federal Project F6B allotted $61,977 and 213 men from the scotts.Btuff cäunty neemftoyment office to begin roughgrading for the "Pass{o-Summit" road. The project staff also included an engineer, a landscape architect, and a six-member historical archeological reconnaissance team headed by professor-Harotá cook, a geologist anclpaleontologist.l6l

other work that year included blasting the pedestrian tunnel through Saddle Rock and engineering the foot trail, todayknown as the saddle Rock Trail, elimìnating the hazardous wood steps near the summit. Although a May 1g32 article inthe Scoffsb/uff Repubtican claimed that a riuseum was planned for the summit, from the beginning the Nps had intendedto keep the summit relatively undeveloped. only a rmuti prr[ing 
"r"" 

was planned for the top of the bluff. As construction

ffi , Gering, Nebraska:The First 100 years,17.
,r. ?3rber, "Scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE_1 1," 14_15.-- Alicia Barber. "Local Places, National splc.ej: Public_Memory, community ldentity, and Landscape at scotts Bluff
flgtion3t Monumenl" American Sfudtes ¿s, z (summ er zotoa): í6.
16 Bârber, "Scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1,, 18.

16 Barber, "Scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE_1 1," 19.
Barber, "Scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE_.11," 16.
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1ô2 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1,' 16-24.
tô3 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-'l 1,'24.
r6a Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1," 26.
r6u Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1," 26-28.
1ô6 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1," 27.
167 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-1 1," 17.
168 Barber, "scotts Bluff Summit Road, HAER No. NE-11," 39.
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of the Summit Road continued, some workers were busy regrading and hauling dirt at the summit while others excavated
Tunnel 1.162

Concern about the future of the Summit Road came in '1934, when the CWA was reduced in order to keep its programs
within availablefunding allotments. Federal Project F68 had been funded onlythrough February 15, 1934, atthe
expiration of which no additional federal monies were to be provided. Monument officials appealed for additional federal
support, while Engineer David L. Froerer worked toward completing Tunnel 2 as quickly as possible. Park custodian
Albert Mathers wrote to NPS officials to suggest obtaining additional money through the Public Works Administration
(PWA). The PWA had been founded in June 1933 to fund p.rojects "based on theirvalue to nationalplanning and their
role in fulfilling comprehensive plans prepared in advance."'o'Effective March 31, 1934, the CWAwas suspended
nationwide, and its work divisions were reorganized under the Emergency Relief Administration (ERA). No federal funding
was available for monument projects through 1934, and work halted with Tunnel 1 fully excavated, five hundred feet of
completed road in place between Tunnels 1 and 2, and parlial excavation of Tunnel 2. The total cost of the project at the
end of the CWA effort was $34,143.87:eA

The Emergency Appropriation Act of '1935 provided a $22,380 allotment for grading and excavation of the Summit Road

and two remaining tunnels. Using Federal ERA (FERA, as opposed to state ERA)labor, work resumed on December 18,

1934. Despite numerous dirt slides, rockfalls, and cave-ins, ^FERA work at Scotts Bluff continued through June 1935,
when it was discontinued due to the scarcity of relief labor.165

By this time, the CCC was also lending aid by hauling materials, bank sloping, and performing other low-skilled tasks.
CCC Camp #NM-1, Company #762 (sometimes referred to as the ECW Camp) at Scotts Bluff was approved on February
7,1935, and manned beginning on May 30, 1935. A tent camp was established on a rise south of the North Platte River
for the first three months while barracks were constructed. Camp enrollees constructed the buildings by hand, and the
camp was completed August 10, 1935.166

No permanent buildings were constructed at the monument until 1935, when the CCC began manufacturing thousands of
adobe bricks to build the Oregon Trail Museum (designated simply as the Visitor Center by 1956). The first unit of the
museum was completed on June 21, 1935, but it did not open to the public untilJuly 16, 1936; permanent exhibits were
completed by October 1936. At the time, theu Oregon Trail Museum "was said to be the first museum in the country to
focus on the history of the American west."1

The CCC continued to work on various projects at the monument, including restoration of Scotts Spring in^1936. The
Summit Road opened tothe publicon September 19, 1937, and 550 cars ascended on its inauguralday.'oo However,
construction on the tunnel portals continued, along with completion of other buildings at the monument. The Maintenance
Shed was added in 1936, and a comfort station (restroom)was built the following year. ln 1938-1939, the NPS added a

two-bedroom Ranger's Residence, completed a major addition to the Visitor Center (the tower, Paleontology wing, and
custodian's offices), and completed most of the existing ^trail system. Two rock masonry walls were built at the summit to
provide visitors with observation points and overlooks.l6e

ln addition, a new picnic area was opened west of South Bluff. The CCC provided labor for road construction and built
picnic tables, rustic masonry fire pits, and pit toilets. The picnic area was, by all accounts, wildly popular - so much so that
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it became impossible for park staff to adequately patrol and maintain it. To the disma¿of locals, the NpS closed the picnic
area on the South Bluff closed in the fall of 1939 due to environmentat Oeteiioraiion.ito

On July 2, 1940, District Engineer Clifford Shoemaker completed a final inspection of the Summit Road. Aside from
repairtng joint expansions in October, this date marks the end of the first måjor building campaign undertaken at Scotts
Bluff' Records from 1934 show approximately 10,000 visitors came to the monument. V¡s¡taiion continued to grow through
the 1930s, and in '1940 annual visitation reached 108,536.171

Beginning in 1939 and continuing through the 1950s, an annualsoap Box Derby drew thousands of spectators from the
surrounding area' Other popular events included sunrise Easter services on the bluff, company and family picnics, and
caravans for delegates fJgm such organizations as the Nebraska Council of Women's oemonétration project Clubs and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of Nebraska and Wyoming.172 Though high visitation rates spoke to the monument,s
popularity, NPS staff viewed such events as the Soap Bóx Derby ãs "qüestionable use of monument prop"rty.;i;àin"
thousands of cars that arrived for such events did serious environmenial damage and left permanent scárs on the
landscape. ln 1940, the S_ummit parking lot was,nearly tripled in size in an atteript to "unsnarl large traffic jams', that had
occurred on the Summit Road since it opened.lTa

Heavy use of the monument prompted the NPS to step up its protection of the delicate landscape. ln 1g40, the southpicnic area was closed and its road, parking lot, and fire pits were obliterated. Although visitation rates dropped following
America's entry in World War Il in 1941, yearly averages continued to be between go]OOo and 50,000 p"oon= a yearor
more' Following the end of the war, pressure rose foiincreased use of monument lands, including demands to reopen the
South Bluff picnic grounds, attempts to erect a radio tower on the summit, and resumption of extensive use at the Rifle
Range and Gering Golf Course. By 1950, the Rifle Range and Gering Golf Course *ér" ,uroued as part of the larger
effort to preserve the monument's natural resources.lTu-

Building projects in the'1940s were limited primarily to maintenance, repairs, and additions. ln 1g42,for example, a
section of the adobe courtyard wall collapsed as a result of weather exposure. The wall was repaired, but further
deterioration required-th_e wholesale replacement of the adobe with stuccoed concrete masonry units (CMUs) or wood
fencing by 1951' ln 1948, the NPS added a third bedroom to the Ranger's Residence. Simuttaneously, tÀe-.tãctson
Memorial Wing was added to the east side of the Visitors Center, completed and dedicated August g, ig¿g. William
Henry Jackson donated.various photographs, newspaper articles, and other memorabilia, whic-h *"r" ptr""O in a ,,time
capsule" embedded in the building's southeast corner.

otherconstruction during the 1940s revolved around keeping Summit Road open and free of debris. Numerous rockfallsandlandslides had plagued construction of the road, and'Scõtts Bluff continued toerode rapidly. Forexample, in March
1949, 309'4 tons of rock collapsed onto the Summit Road, blocking vehicular access. Repairs to the road would continueinto.the next century, as sheer walls, tunnel shoring, and various other techniques were employed. The Summit Roadcontinues to be the only vehicular access to the to[ of scotts Bluff.

Following World War ll, automobile tourism grew dramatically, and previously remote parks became easily accessible viainexpensive vehicular transportation. ln an eiort to capitalize ôn the increased visitor potential, and in conjunction with itsupcoming fiftieth anniversary, the NPS initiated the "Mission 66" program. Mission 66 was a ten-year program launched in1956 to improve parks across the country by providing new or ujo"t"o roads, utilities, employee housing, and other
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aspects of park infrastructure. During the Mission 66 program, the NPS spent more than one billion dollars as planners
and architects attempted to "streamline and standardize visitor services at federal parks nationwide."lTô

At Scotts Bluff, Mission 66 activities occurred primarily in 1958 and included construction of a second residence for park
staff (the Mission 66 Residence), expansion of the Maintenance Shed, and construction of a public amphitheater behind
the Visitors Center, known as the Campfire Circle. While many parks around the country gained new ultramodern visitor
centers and other structures, Scotts Bluff underwent a fairly modest construction program using a streamlined sty.l-e,

compatible with the originalCCC buildings. The costs of the Mission ô6 initiative at Scotts Bluff totaled $121,100.'"

Scotts Bluff National Monument continues to be regarded an important natural and historic resource. Following passage
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Scotts Bluff was placed on the NRHP for its archeological significance.
Since then, structures from the CCC and Mission 66 eras of NPS development have become eligible for inclusion to the
NRHP, creating the need to update the monument's listing.

With the exception of paving the trails (1951)and removing nonessential buildings from monument lands (including but
not limited to a pump house and oil house once located near the Visitor Center complex, a Quonset hut, and resources
related to the Gering Golf Course, Rifle Range, and Scotts Bluff Country Club), the monument is almost exactly as it was
following the Mission 66 campaign. ln the 1970s, the interior of the Visitor's Center was substantially altered with drop
ceilings, florescent and track-mounted light fixtures, carpet and drywall installation, and other improvements; however, it i,

believed that original materials (with the exception of fixtures) are intact and could easily be restored. Four additional bayr
were added to the Maintenance Shed in 1981 . Window and door alterations were made to the Maintenance Shed, Visitor
Center and Ranger's Residence. However, these alterations are minimal and do not detract from the historic character of
these buildings.

Beginning in the 1970s, annualvisitation consistently exceeded 125,000 people peryearand topped 200,000 in1977.
Living-history demonstrations, which began in 1971, have been popular summer attractions for decades, aided by
donations of Conestoga, Murphy, and other pioneerwagons, period clothing, and props. ln 1975, 752 people attended thr
bicentennial program "We've Come Back for a Little Look Around" at the monument. ''o The following March, "the
bicentennial Wagon Trail, with entries representing eacl^State in the Union, stopped at Scotts Bluff for two days. Over
12,000 people visited the monument during the event." '''

While the 1970s were characterized by new visitor-oriented programs, the '1980s focused on environmental remediation.
ln 198'1, prairie dogs, which had been absent from the park since 1943, returned (seemingly of their own accord) to the
monument. Today, at least two colonies exist in the northwest section. Asphalt paths remaining at the Scotts Bluff Countr
Club were demolished in 1983 to restore the northeast quadrant, and in 1984, a Prairie Restoration Plan was initiated to
prepare and plant native seeds. ln 1986, researchers at lowa State University, with funding from the U.S. Fish and Wildlif,
Service, began a wildlife survey at the monument.

Other changes at the monument included modification to the parking area at the base of Scotts Bluff, which in 1988 was
expanded to the east to accommodate buses and recreation vehicles. ln 1994, a time capsule was buried by the flagpole
to celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the monument; the time capsule is scheduled to be opened on December 12,
2069. Further activities included the May'16, 1988, opening ceremony and start of the SpecialOlympics Torch Run, whicl
began at the summit. On September 19, 2007, the seventieth anniversary of the opening of the Summit Road was
celebrated with thirty-five pre-1938 vehicles driving to the summit.180

t]! C. VaOriO French, "What is Mission 66?", http://www.mission66.com/mission.html.
177 Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument: An Administrative Histcr)r,'

Osborne, "Scotts Bluff National Monument Timeline."
17e Cockrell, "scotts Bluff National Monument: An Administrative History,"

v/hi line books/scbl/adhi/adhil.htm.
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Tþg Mgnument's" Ghanqinq Boundaries
At the time of the initial prtcõlamation rnGcember 1919, the monument included 2,0s3 acres. on March g, 1924,President Herbert Hoover signed Executive order 4008, wn¡cr' reouc"d th;l;;;;å;b", of the Monument to .1,893.83
acres' on June 1' 1932, Hoover signed Proclamation t égg, incorporating r,g¿6 acrestr pralrie lands along the easternboundary' including scotts spring.Franklin D..Roosevelt sign"ãero.turäi¡t. ãoe1"o"n rr¡arcn zg ß4o,adding randsalong the north boundary and severalislands in the North pjäti" niuur. Finally, on June 30, 1961, congress passedPublic Law B7-68' which permitted the exclusion of 350 

".r"i or inonessential 
peripheral lands while allowing for theacquisition of additional lands (210 acres) deemed necessary for the prur"rät¡ãn åitËJ',.i";i";;6"h"åîc'ìntegrity ofscotts Bluff and adjacent features'"'i81 Aóquisition of additionäiìanos continued through at least 1972, whenthe 86.26acre Scotts Bluff Country Ctub was formaily acquired by the NpS at a cost 

"iSãòö¡Oä 4l o12002, inhotdings betongingto the Union Pacific Railroad, the state of ñebraska, und th" frlpÞO encompass a total of 51.g acres within monumentboundaries. Today, the monument incrudes approximatery 3,000 acres.

t81 
cockrell, "Scotts Bluff National Monument: An Administrative History,"

nlin
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Acreage of Property 3,000
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UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

606940 4634670 3 13N 608905 46296891 13N
Zone Easting

6091 63

Northing

4634043

Zone

'13N

Zone

Easting

60561 5

Northing

46303462 13N
Zone Easting Northing Easting Northing

Vefbal BOUndafy DeSCfiptiOn (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The exact boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument are difficult to describe verbally due to the nature of the badlan<

topography near the monument's northern boundary. Derived from a dataset containing 342 National Park System unit

noun-Oaiieé, the below metadata dataset was compíled (and edited)from a variety sources (including park-based GIS

databases, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5' 1:24,000 quadrangles, NPS Park Land Status Maps, legal descriptions, etc.). Th

boundaries are in Latitude-Longitude (Clarke 1 866-NADB3) decimal degrees.

West Bounding Coordinate: -1 03.74663
East Bounding Coordinate: -1 03.681 21

North Bounding Coordinate: 41 .86887
South Bounding Coordin ate: 41.80845

More specifically,

Beginning at a point of Nebraska State Highway 92 about 1 '100 feet southeast of its intersection with a county

roaã in Séction 32 of Township 22 of Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska, the boundary of Scotts Bluff National

Monument meanders northward about 1200 feet to its intersection with the north border of Section 32 where it

then proceeds due north about 1300 feet to a point where it turns due east about 1500 feet to a point slightly we

of an intermittent stream which it follows northward about '1500 feet to the stream's intersection with the Mitchell

and Gering Canal. The boundary then follows the Canal eastward about 2700 feet to a point where it turns_ north

northeast ábout 1700 feet to its intersection with the North Platte River which it follows eastward about 7700 fee

to a point where it turns due south about 1800 feet to a point where it turns westward following the Gering Canal

about 1500 feet to a point where it turns southward following an intermittent stream about 5700 feet to the point

where the southern of two power transmission lines running west from Gering turns south-southwest. At this poi

the boundary proceeds due south about 1400 feet where it crosses an intermittent stream and follows along its

south side a'bout 1800 feet southwestward to a point where it turns and proceeds due south about 2800 feet to ¿

point where it turns due east about 1300 feet to a point where it turns due south about 1600 feet to its intersectic

of a stream which it then follows west-northwestward about 2300 feet to a point where the boundary turns due

north about 600 feet to a point where it turns due west about 3100 feet to a point where it turns due north about

700 feet to a point where it turns northwest about 1000 feet to a point where it turns due west about 4700 feet to

point where ii turns north-northwest about 3400 feet to its intersection of Scotts Bluff Lateral Stream which it

iollows about i B00 feet to the intersection of the stream and the south border of Township 22. At this point the

boundary turns due east about 900 feet to a point where it turns due north about 200 feet to a dirt road which it

follows north-northwestward about 3300 feet to its intersection with State Highway 92, which it then follows abot

1800 feet northwest to the point of beginning'
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Name of Property

Boundary Justificatiofl lexprain why the boundaries were serected.)

The boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument (as of July 201 1) were selected as being the boundaries for the
National Register listing of the Scotts Bluff National Monument Historic District nu"arse the'y are the extent of federal
holdings and monument lands. All resources listed in this nomination fall witnin iñá-oàundaries of the monument unless
otherwise noted.

name/title

Pollarine, M.A./Research Historian

organization Historical Research Associates, lnc.

street & number P.O. Box 7086

city or town Missoula

date October 24,2012

telephone 406-721-1958

state MT code 59807-7086

e-mail

Additional Documentation

Maps: A usGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

Gontinuation Sheets

Additional items: None

See Photograph Continuation Sheet and Sketch Map

P.oO".ty O*n"rt

name of the I

street & number tSOZZO OIO Oreqon Trail

city or town çgl!¡g
telephone 308-436-4340

state NE zip code 69341

Papen¡rork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic places to nominatepropert¡es for listino or determine eligibility for listing, to list prope-r1ies, and to amLnd existing listings. nesponãe to this request is requiied to obtain abenefìt in accordarice with the Natioñal H¡stor¡c Preãervation Act, as amended (16 U.S.CA.460 et seq.).Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimatàd to average 1B hours per response including time for reviewinghstructions. oatherino ancl maintaining data, anã completing and reviewing tne torm. Direðt comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect ofthis form to tñe officiof Planning andPerformance Mänagement, U.S. Dept. of the lnterìor, i B49 cA. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

ì
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Figure l. Early Visitors to Scotts Bluff, c. 1916. Image courtesy of Glenn Kelly, on file at North Platte Valley Museum.

Figure 2. Bracken Family Horse Ranch , c. 1921 . Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 6. Scotts Bluff Country Club, c. 1970.Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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r\\svÆFigure 7. Gering Golf course shelter House, constructed btìh;ööc,ìttz.-r-àgä'ääätrìlìiscons Bluff National

Golf Course Shelter House just prior to demolition, July I 9, f eSO. rrnáge courtesy of Scotts Bluff National

Monument.

Figure 8. Gering

Monument.
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Figure 9. Construction of the Gering Canal flume, c. 1909.Image courtesy of North Platte Valley Museum.

tt¡I4M
Figure 10. Picnic Grounds west of South Bluff, c. 1940, no longer extant, Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National

Monument.
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Figure 12
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1932. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff
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Figure 13. CCC Camp at Scotts Bluft 1935. Note the tent canrp in the background (left), which was used during construction
of the "pennanent" camp. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.

Figure 14. "CCC Boys Making Bricks." Image courtesy of North Platte Valley Museum.
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Figure Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument15. CCC restoration of Scotts Spring,

Figure 16. From left to right: Sam Serano, Charles Randals, Howard Baker, and Harold coor. ru.u.y th; diu* site of the
Visitors Center at the base of Scotts Bluff, February 20, 1935. Photo by F. H. Shoemake¡ courtesy of Scotts Bluff National

Monument.



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Service

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Scotts Bluff National Monument
Name of Property

9çgtq -a-!{L N-"!Fe!e-
County and State

National Register of Historic Places
Gontinuation Sheet

Section number 12 Paqe 56

Figure 17. Original Visitors Center building, c. 1935. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.

Figure 18. Visitors Center and adobe walled courtyard, c.

.::ir,a:/.:,:t;::!':;ttl:!Ì:ilíl'l;;tttiii:aa: :tl;í:':trli:. .,.,1

1935. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 19, Construction of the Maintenance Shed, c. Monument.

Figure 20. Maintenance shed, 1936. Image courtesy of Scotts sluff Ñäiional Monumeni
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Figure 25. Construction of Paleontology wing and tower addition to Visitors Center, c. 1939.Image couftesy of Scotts Bluff
National Monument.

Figure 26. Visitors Center complex, c. 1939.Image cour-tesy of Scotts Bluff National Monurnent.
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Figure 27. Visitors Center, c. 1942.Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 28. Interior of Visitors Center, reception desk, 1940. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.

Figure 29. Construction of the Jackson wing of the Visitors Center, 1949.Inage courfesy of Scotts Bluff National
Monument.
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Figure 30. Ranger's Residence under construction, 1939.

Figure 3 I . Addition to the Ranger's Residence, under construction, October 16, 1949. Image couftesy of Scotts Bluff
National Monument.
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Figure 32. Stone walls at summit, c. 1937.Image courterv of scôiir gluff Natiopal Ir¿órr-r"t.

Figure 33. Stone walls at base of pedestrian tunnel on north side of Scotts gluü, Mav zi, tgie,. mäge courtesy of Scotts
Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 34. Soap Box Derby, 1940. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 3 5 . Scotts Bluff National Monument Visitors Center complex, August 24, 1949 . Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff
National Monument.
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Figure 36. Maintenance Shed following completion of two-bay addition, 1958. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National
Monument.
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Figure 37. Mission 66 Residence, c. 1958. Image courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.



NPS Form l0-900-a (Rev. 8/2002)

United States Department
National Park Service

OMB No. 1024-0018

of the lnterior

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Scotts Bluff National Monument
Name of Property

9 qell: F Islf , !! _u!.tæ!e_
County and State

National Register of Historic Places
Gontinuation Sheet

Section number 12 Page 66

iiî$:l\ì\iìii,l\i

'f ,r:.ì..,it,.11r4:i1::ll,:i:

Figure 38. Maintenance Shed, Ranger's Residence, Mission 66 Residence, and courtyard, c.
\ìiwÈà,.:,liJ

1958. Image coudesy of Scotts
Bluff National Monument.
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Figure 39. Campfire Circle, October 10, 1965 lmage courtesy of Scotts Bluff National Monument.
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Map 1. Boundaries of Scotts Bluff National Monument, USGS Scottsbluff South topographic quadrangle, showing
locations of resources.
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Map 3. Scotts Bluff National Monument Visitor Center and surrounding area, aerial view, showing locations of
resources.
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Map 4' scotts Bluff National Monument northwest of Visitor center, aerial view, showing locations of resources.
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Map 5. Scotts Bluff National Monument summit, aerial view, showing locations of resources.
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Map 6. REDACTED - NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE. Archaeological sites at Scotts Bluff National Monument,
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Map 7. Photograph key map, with numeric references to photographs on Photo Continuation Sheet.
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Name of Property: Scotts Bluff National Monument
County and State: Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska
Name of Photographer: Natalie K. Perrin, M.S.
Date of Photograph: May 16,2011
Location of Original Digital Files: 125 Bank Street, 5th Floor, Missoula, MT SgB02

P h oto 1 . N E_Scotts b I uffCou nty_ScottsBl uff N atio na I M on u ment_000 1 .

Viewing northeast, entrance signage and a view to Scotts Bluff in the background left.

P h oto 2. N E_Scotts b I uffCou nty_ScottsBl uff N ationa I M on u ment_0002.
Viewing noñhwest, Scotts Bluff showing Eagle Rock (left) and Saddle Rock (right).

P h oto 3. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsBl uff N ationa I M on u ment_0003.
Viewing south from the top of Scotts Bluff, the South Bluff in the distance, the Museum complex
(center) and Summit Road (right).

P h oto 4. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsBl uff N ationa I M on u ment 0004.
Viewing northwest, the Badlands area.

P h oto 5. N E_Scotts b I uffCou nty_Scotts Bl uff N ationa I M on u ment_0005.
Viewing south, Scott Spring. Note the culvert (left).

P h oto 6. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ationa I Mo n u ment 0006.
Viewing northwest, the Entrance Booth southeast oblique.

P hoto 7. N E_Scottsbl uffCo u nty_ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mo n u me nt_0007.
Viewing northwest, the Museum and Visitor's Center complex; from left to right, Mission 66 Residence,
Ranger's Residence, Museum and Visitor's Center, Comfort Station, and Pony Express memorial.

P hoto B. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsBl uff N atio na I Mon u ment_0008.
Viewing northwest, the Museum and Visitor's Center and Comfort Station southeast oblique.

P hoto 9. N E-scottsbl uffcou nty_scottsBl uff N ationa I Mon u ment_000 g.

Viewing north, the Museum and Visitor's Center southwest oblique.

photo 1 0. N E-scottsbluffcounty_scottsBluffNational Mon ument 00 1 0.
Viewing southeast, the Museum and Visitor's Center west elevation.

photo 1 1 . NE-scottsbluffcounty-scottsBluffNationalMonument 001 1 .

Viewing so_uthwest, the,Comfort Station and Museum and Visitor's Ceiter northeast oblique and
Campfire Circle amphitheatet',couñyalrd wall" . ',
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P hoto 1 2. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty-ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mo n u ment-O0 1 2.

Viewing south inside the courtyard wall of the Campfire Circle amphitheater; from left to right, the
Comfort Station, Museum and Visitor's Center, projection booth, campfire circle benches, campfire
circle and stage. Note Sentinel Rock in the right background.

P hoto 1 3. N E_scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation a I Mon u ment-O0 1 3.
Viewing west, the Campfire Circle stage, screen, and brick campfire circle. Note Eagle Rock in the right

background.

Ph oto 1 4. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts Bl uffN ational M on u ment-O0 1 4.
Viewing southwest, the Comfort Station northeast oblique.

Photo 1 5. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ationa I Mon u ment-OO 1 5.
Viewing west, main entrance and desk. Note exposed adobe bricks and wood ceiling.

Photo 1 6. N E*Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation a I Mo n u ment-O0 1 6.
Viewing north, the Paleontology room.

P hoto 1 7. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation a I Mon u me nt_00 1 7.
Viewing west, the original massing of the Museum and Visitor's Center, now the gift shop.

P hoto 1 B. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uff Nationa I M on u me nt-00 1 L
Viewing northeast, the Jackson Memorial Wing.

P h oto 1 9. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_Scotts Bl uff National M on u ment_00 1 9.
Viewing nofthwest, the ground floor of the tower and stairs to second level. Note the coffered ceiling.

P h oto 20. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts Bl uffN ational Mon u ment 0020.
Viewing southeast, the second level of the tower.

P h oto 2 1 . N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts Bl uffN ationa I Mon u ment_002 1 .

Viewing north, the Ranger's Residence (now offices) south elevation.

Photo 22. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ationa I Mo n u ment_0022.
Viewing northeast, the Ranger's Residence (now offices) southwest oblique.

Photo 23. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mo n u ment_0023.
Viewing southwest, the Ranger's Residence (now offices) northeast oblique.

Photo 24. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation a I Mo n u me nt 0024.
Viewing north, the Mission 66 Residence south elevation.

Photo 25. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uff Nation a I M o n u me nt_0025.
Viewing nodhwest, the Mission 66 Residence southeast oblique.

76



I'
lt *oS Form l0-900-a (Rev. Bt20o2) oMB No, 1024'0018

i United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Photograph Gontinuation Sheet

Section number 12 Page 77

Photo 26. N E_scotts bl uffcou nty_scottsB I uff N ationa I M o n u ment_0026.
Viewing northeast, the Mission 66 Residence southwest oblique.

Photo 27. N E_scottsbl uffcou nty_Scotts B I uffN ation a I Mon u me nt_0027.
Viewing southeast, the Mission 66 Residence north elevation.

P hoto 28. N E_scottsbl uffcou nty_scottsB I uffN ationa I Mo n u ment_0028.
Viewing northwest, the Maintenance Shed southeast oblique.

P h oto 29. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ational Mon u ment_0029.
Viewing west, the Maintenance Shed (and partial courtyard wall)east elevation.

P h oto 30. N E-scottsbl uffCou nty-Scotts B I uffN ation a I Mon u ment-0030.
Viewing southeast, the Maintenance Shed northwest oblique.

Photo 3 1 . N E_ScottsbluffCou nty_ScottsBluffNationalMonument 003 1 .

Viewing southeast, the Vehicle Shed norlhwest oblique.

P h oto 32. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ational Mon u ment 0032.
Viewing west, three picnic shelters.

P h oto 33. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffNationa I M on u ment_0033.
Viewing northwest, Tunnel 3 on the Summit Road.

P hoto 34. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ation a I Mon u ment_0034.
Viewing southeast, Tunnel 2 on the Summit Road.

P h oto 35. N E_scotts bl uffcou nty_scottsBl uffN ation a I Mon u ment_0035.
Viewing north from the William Henry Jackson campsite, the three tunnels of the Summit Road.

P hoto 36. N E-scottsbl uffcou nty_scottsB I uff N ation a I Mon u me nt_O036.
Viewing northeast, the entrance to the Saddle Rock Trail at the top of Scotts Bluff.

P h oto 37. N E_scottsbl uffcou nty_scotts Bl uffN ational Mon u ment 0037.
Viewing northeast, tool marks and rock cuts (lefl) along the saddle Rock trail. saddle Rock is visible in
the distance (right).

p hoto 38. N E_scottsbl uffcou nty_scottsBluffN ationa I Mon u ment 0038.
Viewing southeâ$t; 'the èntrance to:the Saddle Rock Trail pedestrian t¡rÃ"1 

"r the north side of Scotts
Bluff. Note the QMU retaining wall, which replaced u ru.ónry wall at an unknown date.

p h oto 39. N E-s cottgb!1¡ffcoùñtyScotts B I uffN ati on a I M o n u m e nt 00 39.
Viewing south;the-:Þêdè$Íianitunnei on the Saddle Rock Trail. Note the ioo-l'marks and hand prints

"¡rill" 
in the softwalfq of the tunnei, - I ' ,, :
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P h oto 40. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsBl uffN ation a I Mo n u ment_0040.
Viewing nodh, the central observation point on the Summit Trail.

P hoto 4 1 . N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uff Nationa I Mon u ment_004 1 .

Viewing nodh, the Hiram Scott Memorial located on the Summit Trail. This memorial plaque has, at
various times, been located at the base of the former ZigZag Trail and at Scott Spring.

Photo 42. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ation al Mo n u menl_0042.
Viewing northwest, the west observation point on the Summit Trail. Note the memorial bench (left).

Ph oto 43. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mon u ment_0043.
Viewing north from the west observation point on the Summit Trail, the Gering lrrigation District canal
and access road snakes through the north area of the Monument and through the Badlands. Note also
the Union Pacific Railroad, visible in the center distance paralleling the Nodh Platte River,

Photo 44. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation al M on u me nt_0044.
Viewing northeast, the east boundary fence of the Monument. Note the WAPA and RPPD transmission
lines in the distance.

P h oto 45. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mon u ment_0045.
Viewing southwest, the granite marker, dated 1912, that marks the location of the Oregon Trail through
Mitchell Pass. Also pictured (from left to right) are Eagle Rock, Dome Rock (in the center distance),
Crown Rock and Sentinel Rock.

Photo 46. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsBl uffN ation al Mo n u me nt 0046.
Viewing west, ruts of the Oregon Trail.

P hoto 47. N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mon u ment_0047.
Viewing west, depression in the earlh marking the location of the Oregon Trail.

Photo 48. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ation a I Mo n u me nt_0048.
Viewing west, the former ZigZag Trail. Note the pedestrian tunnel (upper center)that marks the location
of the Saddle Rock Trail.

P hoto 49. N E_Scottsb I uffCou nty_ScottsB I uff N ational Mon u ment_O049.
Viewing west, the former ZigZag Trail and archway (in ruin, pictured lower right).

Photo 50. N E_Scottsbl uffCou nty_Scotts B I uffN ation al M o n u me nt_0050.
Viewing south, the NPPD Radio Tower (left) and the site of the former Scottsbluff Country Club (right,
no longer extant).

P hoto 5 1 . N E_Scotts bl uffCou nty_ScottsB I uffN ationa I Mon u ment_005 1 .

Viewing south, the former site of the picnic grounds located west of the South Bluff (no longer extant).
The tracks from the former road are still visible (pictured center right).
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